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CLASSIFIED RECORDS
MAMMALS
ATO has had regular visits from up to two
Hedgehogs in his Shelthorpe garden with only
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one corpse on the road nearby. PH has not seen
any in his garden this quarter and only found
one road kill in his area of Shepshed. HBH did
not see a Hedgehog in his garden until the last
week of July. Another was seen, looking healthy
in August but was subsequently found dead.
DAP saw a large Hedgehog foraging beside a
roadside hedge in Rectory Lane, Thurcaston.
Other road casualties were seen at Rothley, near
the Outwoods and at Markfield.
DAP reports less Molehills than usual in his
property at Swithland but there seem to be
plenty of molehills around Grace Dieu Priory.
A dead Pygmy Shrew was noted by PHG in
the graveyard at Quorn Baptist Church in July
and the only other shrew record we have is of
another dead specimen in Cloud Wood.
PH has had a few sightings of small and
larger bats over his Shepshed garden on the few
warm evenings that we have had. HS had three
bats circling her pond in Quorn one evening in
early August.
A dead vole was found at Grace Dieu but it
was in a rather rotten state so the teeth need
to be examined to determine the species. It is
undergoing processing. There are certain brands
of biological washing powder that are good for
boiling up corpses.
PH reports that the Brown Hares at Sileby
have been as numerous as in the last quarter.
HBH and PHG saw one near Eyebrook Reservoir.
Rabbits are common around Dishley Pool
and plentiful at Swithland where there are
extensive new earthworks. Only one was
actually seen at Grace Dieu, but judging by the
amount of droppings they are plentiful here too.
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PHG observed Grey Squirrels feeding on
Beech nuts, Hazel nuts and acorns then leaving
the debris in the road near Kaye’s Plantation in
Quorn. They were stripping PH’s garden Hazel
in Shepshed and digging in his lawn. HBH has
also had regular visits from this species to his
garden in Loughborough and one was seen
taking two young Wood Pigeons, on two
separate visits, from a nest 20 feet up in a
hawthorn. DAP’s Swithland garden has been
visited by squirrels looking for Hazel nuts. There
have been many small squirrels and he wonders
if the dry weather has affected their growth.
Squirrels were also seen in Grace Dieu and
Swannymote Woods.

notes that they have been using the cracks in
the dry field neat Burrough on the Hill as latrines
and have obviously been feeding on wheat and
wild cherries. MP noted another latrine at Grace
Dieu. PHG has had more damage by Badgers in
his Quorn garden.

DAP sends in the only report of Woodmice,
which were a common sight under his bird
feeders.

Helen Ikin

Brown Rats were numerous at the
Watermead car park in Birstall where the ducks
are regularly fed. A dead young rat was found
on a path in Grace Dieu Wood and, interestingly,
it was host to several beetles and flies, which
were consuming and utilising the corpse.
Signs of Red Fox were seen in Grace Dieu
Wood and SFW had a view of one in daylight in
Swannymote Wood. Foxes were frequently seen
in HBH’s area of Loughborough and in daylight
DAP’s Swithland garden where they leave
territory marks on the tops of the Box bushes in
the front garden. The only dead Fox noted was
at Birstall.
Two interesting encounters with Stoats are
related to us by DAP – his attention was drawn
to a Stoat investigating his garden pond margins
and rockery. Twice later in that day, when he
walked past the rockery, an angry Stoat
challenged him, poking its head out of a hole
and “shouting” at him. The following day he was
lucky enough to watch a pair for five minutes
chasing and jumping over each other around
and through a Bramble bush near Wilson golf
course.
DAP also sends in our only Weasel report –
one crossing the road in Gaddesby at 10 am on
14 September.
Badgers have been indulging in extensive
worming activity in Swithland. They have
probably had a hard time in this dry summer and
have had to work extra hard to find worms. DAP
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Muntjac have been seen crossing roads near
the Outwoods and at Swithland and a road
casualty was noted at Gaddesby.
HBH reports a stag that became bogged
down in the mud at the edge of Staunton Harold
Reservoir and died there. The water levels of
many lakes have been low so that animals have
had to wade through mud to reach water.

BIRDS
Mute Swans were at most of the larger
waters with successful breeding at five involving
six pairs. Flocks were slow in building and only
Swithland Reservoir managed to record doublefigure counts when up to 60 were present
throughout the quarter.
The only Pink-footed Goose was seen at
Swithland Reservoir between 10 & 22 August, at
times accompanied by an intergrade Snow
Goose that was present intermittently between
the 6 & 24 of the month. A flock of Greylag
Geese at Swithland Reservoir peaked at 511 on
5 September, whilst around 150 Greylag/
Farmyard Geese were at Cossington Meadows
on 14 September. Three-figure counts of
Canada Geese were reported from five sites the
highest being 280 on 25 August at Lockington
GP and 253 at Swithland Reservoir on 5
September. A pair of Egyptian Geese first seen
at Cropston Reservoir on 3 July was present until
early August at least. What was probably one of
the pair was noted at Swithland Reservoir on 18
July.
The pair of Shelduck at Cropston Reservoir
that successfully reared eight young was last
noted here on 11 July. A single was located at
Albert Village Lake on the 21st.
Records of Mandarin Duck came from
Cropston, Swithland and Blackbrook Reservoirs
but confirmed breeding was only noted at the
former with possibly five pairs being successful.
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Double-figure post-breeding counts came from
all three sites with maxima being 23 at
Blackbrook on 22 September and 21 & 19 at
Swithland and Cropston on 10 & 7 August
respectively. The first returning Wigeon were
noted at Swithland Reservoir when three were
there on 13 July. Numbers increased slowly until
September, peaking at 150 on the 21st. The only
other site record was at Cossington Meadows
when 30 were seen on the 14th. Gadwall were
reported from just three sites with successful
breeding being noted at Cropston and Swithland
Reservoirs in July. The later site held the largest
post-breeding flock peaking at 66 on 22
September. The first returning Teal were three
females at Cropston Reservoir on 23 July.
Records came from five sites with numbers
building during August and September. The
largest and only three-figure count was 120 at
Swithland Reservoir on the 22nd. The same site
held the largest numbers of Mallard peaking at
260 on 6 August. Surprisingly, young were only
noted at Cropston Reservoir, Heather and
Kelham Bridge. The only Pintail recorded was
one at Lockington GP on 28 July. A female
Shoveler with a brood of three young at
Cossington Meadows on 4 July was an excellent
find for this scarce breeding county bird. Four
at Swithland Reservoir on 30 July were the first
of the autumn arrivals and by the end of the
quarter numbers increased to 105 here. The first
Pochard record of the quarter was of eight at
Cropston Reservoir on 3 July with four at
Swithland Reservoir the following day. Numbers
gradually increased there to a high of 24 in
August. Records of Tufted Duck came from just
nine widespread sites with seven of these having
broods of ducklings. Only Cropston and
Swithland Reservoirs held any significant
numbers with maxima being 68 at the former
on 3 July and 356 at the later on 22 August. An
eclipse male Goldeneye was located at
Swithland Reservoir on 21 July and was present
until the 27th. Two birds were here on the 6
August and a female noted on 5 September and
a male on the 29th.
Sightings of Red-legged Partridge came from
just four well-spread sites and included 19 in
fields near Cropston Reservoir on 23 August.
There was just one record of Grey Partridge
when two adults were with eight young at
Stoughton Airfield on 9 August. The only record
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of Pheasant was of five at Old Dalby Wood on
11 September.
Cormorant records were received from four
sites, with double-figure counts from two of
these.
Records of Little Egret came from five sites.
One or two were at Cropston Reservoir between
3 July and 8 August whilst two were at both
Watermead Country Park Birstall on 23 July and
Swithland Reservoir on 8 August. Singles were
at Lockington GP on 25 August and Cossington
Meadows on 9 August and 14 September. Grey
Heron was recorded from only five sites with
just Swithland Reservoir having double-figure
counts, peaking at 12 on 29 September.

Little Grebe © Jim Graham

Little Grebe were at eight widespread sites
with breeding confirmed at five of these.
Records of Great Crested Grebe came from
eight sites, six of which mentioned successful
breeding. The highest counts of adults came
from Cropston and Swithland Reservoirs with
maxima of 24 and 23 on 6 & 22 August
respectively.
There were no records of Red Kite in
Charnwood Forest the only sightings in the
quarter being near Ragdale on 3 July. A male
Hen Harrier migrating west over Nanpantan
early on the last day of the quarter must have
been an exciting and unexpected find for the
observer. Sparrowhawk were at 16 widespread
sites including in a number of gardens, taking
various prey species. Buzzard were even better
recorded with 23 widespread sites noted and
with juveniles observed at seven. Fifteen birds
were seen at Dean’s Lane on 28 August but just
three were thought to be migrants. Kestrels
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were also widely reported with confirmed
breeding from Cropston, Hill Hole Quarry,
Measham and Swannymote Wood. Records of
Hobby came from 11 sites but there was no
mention of any juveniles. Single Peregrine were
at four sites with two at Swithland Reservoir.
One at Albert Village Lake on 7 July was noted
to flush over 2,000 gulls.
Records of Moorhen came from five waters
with juveniles noted at three. There were few
more records of Coot with at least three of the
ten sites recording successful breeding.
Wintering birds gradually built up at Swithland
Reservoir and numbers peaked at 502 on 22
September.
Single Oystercatcher were at five sites
during July and August, whilst a pair with a
fully-fledged juveniles at Cropston Reservoir on
17 and 25 July were not local breeders. No
records were received for September. There
were just four site records of Little Ringed
Plover all in July, two of which mentioned
juvenile birds. The only site records of Ringed
Plover were at Cropston and Swithland
Reservoirs during September where up to four
(all non-local juveniles) were at the former and
two at the latter. Lapwing records came from
seven sites of which only Cossington Meadows
held three-figure counts with the maximum
being 110 on 29 August. Successful breeding was
noted at Cropston Reservoir and Heather. Single
Dunlin were at Swithland Reservoir on 10
August and Cropston Reservoir between 18 and
25 September. Four Ruff were noted at
Swithland Reservoir on 29 August, whilst seven
were recorded on 5 September reducing to just
one by the end of the month. The first Snipe of
the season was one at Kelham Bridge on 15
September increasing to three by the 20th. Four
were noted migrating west at Deans Lane on the
19th. The only Black-tailed Godwit was one at
Cropston Reservoir on 12 July. Up to three
Common Sandpiper were at Cropston Reservoir
through the quarter with three also noted at
Swithland Reservoir on 10 September and two
at Cossington Meadows on 15 and 17 August.
Four Green Sandpiper were at the latter site on
4 July with eight there on 17 August. After one
at Kelham Bridge on 10 July, numbers increased
to five on 15 August. Singles were at Heather
and Cropston and Swithland Reservoirs. Other
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than one at Cropston reservoir on 9 August, all
records of passage Greenshank came from
Swithland Reservoir with two on 7 August rising
to seven on the 22nd, with the final record being
two on 22 September. A single Wood Sandpiper
was at Swithland Reservoir between 18 and 22
September. The only record of Redshank was
also at this site when two were present on 8
August.
Gull numbers began to increase through the
period and Black-headed Gull counts in excess
of 500 came from three sites, maxima being
1,000 at Cropston Reservoir, 800 at Swithland
Reservoir and 750 at Albert Village Lake. Five
Little Gulls on passage at Hick’s Lodge on 11
September was a good record. Common Gull
were noted at just two sites with two at Albert
Village and a single at Swithland Reservoir. At
least 1,300 Lesser Black-backed Gull were at
Albert Village Lake on 7 July with smaller
numbers at four other waters. The only doublefigure count of Herring Gull was 15 at Albert
Village Lake on 10 August, with singles at four
other sites. All Yellow-legged Gull were at Albert
Village Lake with 20 there on 10 August
accompanied by the only two Great Blackbacked Gull reported.
Eleven Black Tern were at Swithland
Reservoir briefly on 25 September before
migrating south. The new artificial raft installed
at Watermead Country Park, Birstall proved to
be successful. On 14 July at least 21 adult
Common Tern were seen with two fully-fledged
juveniles with seven young still on the rafts. The
main colony at Cossington Meadows had been
abandoned earlier in the month. Two adult
Arctic Tern passed through Cropston Reservoir
on 27 July.
Small numbers of Stock Dove came from ten
locations, the highest count being ten at Deans
Lane on 22 September. Woodpigeon records
were more widespread with double-figure
counts coming from eight sites; the highest
count was 73 at Normanton-le-Heath on 13 July.
There were few records of Collared Dove and
no count exceeded five.
Barn Owl were noted at just two sites,
Wanlip and Old Dalby. Bradgate Park had regular
sightings of Little Owl through the quarter whilst
one was calling in a Cropston garden in July and
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August. Singles were also at Cossington
Meadows and Hugglescote where one was
sitting on a telegraph pole. Tawny Owl were
vociferous in the period and heard calling
widely. A pair, with two fledged juveniles food
begging, was at Dimmingsdale Spinney on 16
August.
Small numbers of Swift were recorded from
11 locations throughout the quarter with the
final record of one on the 25 September at
Swithland Reservoir. The only significant count
noted was 84 heading south at Measham on 19
July. Kingfisher were only reported from a
disappointing six sites. Green Woodpecker were
noted at over 17 widespread sites although
juveniles were confirmed at just two of these.
Records of Great Spotted Woodpecker were
also widespread but there was just one of a
juvenile when a single was feeding on the ants
in the lawn of a Cropston garden. Worryingly,
there were no sightings of Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker.

Great Spotted Woodpecker © Jim Graham

Small numbers of Magpie were noted with
eight at Moira the highest count. Likewise, there
were just small numbers of Jay. Two adults
feeding three noisy juveniles sitting on a patio
table at 6 am on 6 July in a Cropston garden was
the highest count. The only three-figure count
of Jackdaw was 169 at Griffydam. Bradgate Park
and Cropston Reservoir had counts in excess of
50 but these were probably the same birds
moving between sites. Counts of 53 and 55 Rook
came from Normanton-le-Heath and Moira
during July and September respectively. Just
three sites held counts in excess of ten Carrion
Crow with 31 at Old Dalby on 11 September the
best count. Most sightings of Raven were of two
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or less from nine locations but eight were
together briefly at Charnwood Lodge on 14
August.
Goldcrests records came from six sites with
Old Dalby Wood having the highest counts of 17
on 11 September. Family parties were at Lount
and Cropston Reservoir during July. Six sites had
double-figure counts of Blue Tit the largest
being: 27 at Griffydam on 30 July and 19 at both
Measham on 19 July and Lount the following
day. The latter site also held the only significant
counts of Great Tit and Coal Tit with 16 of the
former and 11 of the latter there on the 20th.
One of two records of Willow Tit also came from
here when two were noted, the other being a
single at Cossington Meadows. Up to three
Marsh Tit were at five sites. Long-tailed Tit were
widely recorded with double-figure counts at six
of the 11 sites, the highest count being a party
of 32 at Swithland Reservoir in July.
Records for Skylark came from 11 sites in
small numbers and the highest count were just
13 migrating through Deans Lane on the last day
of the quarter, with a total of 22 going through
on two earlier dates. There were few reports of
Sand Martin and the final record was three
migrating over Deans Lane on 18 September.
Reports of Swallow came from 19 sites and five
nests were still occupied at Bradgate Park Deer
Barn on 4 September, two of which were second
broods. The highest single count was of at least
230 feeding over Cropston Reservoir on 5
September, but a total of 351 were recorded
migrating through Deans Lane over a six day
count from 19 September to the end of the
month. The only other three-figure count was
150 at Swithland Reservoir on 29 August. At
least 400 House Martin went through Swithland
Reservoir on 22 September with 300 heading
south over Cropston Reservoir the following
day, whilst pairs were still visiting nests in both
Rothley and Cropston the same day.
Watermead Country Park and the Soar
Valley is the usual location for Cetti’s Warbler
so one rattling from a reedy pool at Trent Valley
Pits was a good record. Chiffchaff were common
and widespread, usually in ones or twos, from
23 sites but ten were at both Normanton-leHeath and Lount in July. Song was still being
noted at the end of the quarter. There were
rather fewer Willow Warbler records with a
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family party of six at Bradgate Park the largest
count. There was just one record in September,
a single at Hicks Lodge on the 11th. Blackcap
were recorded from 14 locations with family
parties noted at just two: Watermead Country
Park and Bradgate Park in July and August
respectively. Song was not noted after mid-July
and there were no records of birds in
September. The only Garden Warbler record
was of one in song at Lea Wood on 5 July. Male
Lesser Whitethroat were at two sites:
Normanton-le-Heath on 12 July and Lount on
the 20th. Eight of the 14 sites holding Common
Whitethroat had family parties. Double-figure
counts, although not necessarily single family
parties, also came from eight sites the highest
being 18 at Lount on 20 July and 17 at
Normanton-le-Heath on the 20th. A minimum
of five pairs were located around Cropston
Reservoir. Single Grasshopper Warbler were
singing from four sites in July: Albert Village
Lake, Cossington Meadows, Normanton-leHeath and Swannymote Wood, whilst three
birds were at Sence Valley Forest Park on 3
August. A Sedge Warbler was carrying food at
Watermead Country Park Birstall on 14 July
whilst one was at Cossington Meadows on 29
August. Only three sites had Reed Warbler with
singles at Normanton-le-Heath and Watermead
Country Park Birstall in July with three at Dishley
Pool in August. The latter site also had the last
with one there on 26 September.
One or two Nuthatch were found at eight
Charnwood woodlands with six (probably a
family party) at Lount on 20 July the highest
count. The only family party of Treecreeper was
at Cropston Reservoir on 28 August, whilst one
was carrying food at Bescaby Oaks on 2 July
indicated successful breeding. One or two were
noted at a further eight locations.
Double-figure counts of Wren came from
four sites during July the highest being 14 at
Measham on the 19th. Up to 40 Starling were
regularly seen in a Shepshed garden throughout
the quarter, with 50 at Hicks Lodge on 11
September, 26 at Saltby on 2 July and 14
migrating through Deans Lane on 29 September.
There were few notable records received of
thrushes but 23 Blackbird were around the
Swepstone area and 11 in Measham in July,
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whilst 11 Mistle Thrush were at Deans Lane on
the last day of the quarter.
Family parties of Spotted Flycatcher were in
Bradgate Park and Lount with singles at Deans
Lane, Hicks Lodge and Measham. The last
location was also home to at least 11 Robin in
July with eight at Old Dalby Woods in
September. The first breeding in the area of
Redstart for some time was confirmed in July in
the Lount area. This enigmatic species is still
hanging on in the region. Other records received
were more likely passage birds: a male in the
Dimmingsdale Spinney/Cropston Reservoir area
between 7 and 22 August, a female at
Charnwood Lodge on 14 August, one at Hicks
Lodge on 11 September and one unfortunate
road casualty at Barrow on 27 July. The only
record of passage Whinchat was a female found
at Kelham Bridge on 23 August. Wheatear were
noted at two sites, three at Charnwood Lodge
on 14 August and four at Charley on 24
September. Dunnock records were widespread
with six at Normanton-le-Heath in July the
highest count.
House Sparrow records were also
widespread but surprisingly included just three
gardens. Counts of 30 or more came from:
Garthorpe with 120 on 24 August, Normantonle-Heath with 58 on 13 July and Lount with 32
on the 20th. Double-figure counts of Tree
Sparrow were noted at three sites in July: 42 at
Normanton-le-Heath on the12th, 20 at
Swepstone on the 7th and 14 at Measham on
the 19th .

Grey Wagtail © Jim Graham

The low water levels at Cropston Reservoir
created suitable habitat for Yellow Wagtail to
breed. At least three pairs were successful with
food carrying and juveniles being noted in July.
A juvenile and adults were also noted at
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Swepstone with records from four additional
sites including two gardens where birds were
seen to bathe and drink. Records of juvenile
Grey Wagtail came from both Cropston and
Swithland Reservoirs in July with Grace Dieu
Wood and the brook at Quorn also holding birds.
Nine sites held Pied Wagtail with double-figure
counts at five. The largest was a total of 121
passage birds migrating over Deans Lane on five
days in September. The only notification of
juveniles came from from Cropston Reservoir.

on the 20th. Bullfinch came in small numbers
from 14 well-spread sites including three
gardens. Family parties were noted at Bradgate
Park, Cropston Reservoir and Swepstone.
Records of Yellowhammer came from 13 sites
with double-figure counts from seven the
highest being: 27 at Normanton-le-Heath on the
12 July and 18 at Cropston the 13 September.
Breeding was confirmed at four. Small numbers
of Reed Bunting were at six sites with six at
Bradgate Park on 6 July the best count.

Records of single Tree Pipit came from
Benscliffe Wood, Lea Wood and Ulverscroft NR
with all birds in song. The only other record was
of one migrating through Deans Lane on 27
August. Small flocks of Meadow Pipit were at
ten sites but once again migrating birds through
Deans Lane in September brought the largest
numbers. During an eight-day count period
between the 18th and the end of the month, at
least 1,733 birds were noted peaking at 802 on
the 26th.

Jim Graham

There were no significant records of
Chaffinch and the only double-figure count (11)
came from Deans Lane. This site also held one
of two double-figure counts of Greenfinch, also
11, with 10 at Normanton-le-Heath. However,
Goldfinch were much more common and
widespread with records from 13 sites and
counts in excess of 50 coming from two, 150 at
Burrough Hill Country Park on 10 September and
68 at Bradgate Park on 23 August.
Siskin records were received in all months
of the quarter in small numbers from six sites.
However, a seven-day migration watch at Deans
Lane between 19 and 30 September produced
a total of 267 passing through. The highest single
day count was 68 on the 24th. Variable numbers
of Linnet came from 13 sites, seven of which
held ten or more. Up to 50 were regularly
feeding around the edges of Cropston Reservoir
during the quarter and a total of 138 migrated
over Deans Lane during three days in
September. The only Lesser Redpoll were
migrating birds at Deans Lane when a total of at
least 50 passed through in late September.
Sightings of Crossbill were reported from
five sites with double-figure counts at three all
in July: 37 at Lea Wood on the 10th, 24 at
Benscliffe Wood the same day and 12 at Lount
LNC Heritage Edition 203

Our thanks to Ken Goodrich and LROS who
coordinated the bird records for this period.

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara: We have one
or two sightings of Common Lizards to report
for this quarter. SFW reports finding one at Hill
Hole, Markfield on 25 July, and another
specimen at Swannymote Wood, near Grace
Dieu, on 1 September. Lastly, HI reports finding
a specimen at Newtown Linford on the 25
August.
Grass Snake Natrix natrix: Once again, we have
one or two sightings to report, and interestingly,
these are from different areas of the County. HI
found a sloughed skin on the Shenton Estates
land on the 29 August. A week later, on the 7
September, SFW found three specimens - two
normally coloured ones and a darker specimen
– entwined together, at Melton Country Park.
Finally, DAP reports finding a “hatchling” Grass
Snake, approximately 15 cm long in the
farmyard at Grange Farm, Gaddesby on 14
September.
Common or Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris –
recently changed to Lissotriton vulgaris: We
have three records for this quarter, all from
different areas of Charnwood Forest. PMH
reports finding a specimen at Markfield, on 6
July, while DAP reports finding two specimens
while digging up potatoes in his garden at
Swithland on 18 August! Finally, SFW and HI
report finding a specimen at Grace Dieu Wood
on 24 August.
Common Frog Rana temporaria: We have two
sightings for this quarter. PMH reports finding
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Smooth Newt © Stephen Woodward

“froglets” at Markfield on 20 August, and ATO
reports finding a largish specimen in his back
garden in Loughborough on the afternoon of 6
September.
Tony Onions

FISH (including CRAYFISH)
Our reports for fish for this quarter are, once
again, very few and far between.
Brown Trout Salmo fario/trutta: SFW reports
seeing a Brown Trout in Bradgate Park on 12
July, and SFW and HI report finding a specimen
at Ulverscroft Pond on 30 September. DAP
reports having seen several specimens during
the quarter in the stream at Swithland, but only
small specimens, three fish up to 10 cm and half
a dozen juvenile fish. He also comments on the
low level of the stream throughout this quarter:
a problem, which has affected all of the streams
and rivers in the East Midlands area throughout
the summer.
Tench Tinca tinca, Bream Abramis sp., Perch
Perca fluviatilis, and Pike Esox lucius: We have
a second-hand report, that these species of fish
are present in the Priory Water Lakes at
Asfordby.
Chub Leuciscus cephalus: As has already been
mentioned in the paragraph on the Brown
Trout, this year has been very notable for the
lack of rainfall and the low level of the rivers and
streams in our locality: a situation which has
persisted throughout the summer and has
continued up until the time of writing (the third
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week of November)! The Wood Brook, which
flows through the centre of Loughborough, has
been no exception to the rule. For several years
we had a shoal of Chub in residence in the long
pool beside the gardens of Ingle Pingle House at
the back of the Leisure Centre. Some of these
were quite large specimens – up to 30
centimetres long. However, in recent months
they have disappeared – having presumably
moved downstream in search of deeper water
and more cover from predators. Nevertheless,
there was still a shoal of tiny fish present in the
pool. Unfortunately, as is often the case with
small fish of the Cyprinid family, it was very
difficult to identify them with any certainty
without actually removing them from the water.
My suspicion was that these fish were the
progeny of the large Chub, which used to inhabit
the pool, but I could not be certain of this.
However, these small fish have gradually
increased in size: some of them are now up to
10 cm long and are beginning to resemble their
parents! In other words, some of them are now
large enough for the trade-mark features: the
bullet shaped head, the large scales, and the
large, grey caudal (tail) fin of the adult Chub, to
become readily apparent. Presumably, as these
fish increase in size, so too will they move
downstream in search of a safer environment.
Tony Onions

DRAGONFLIES and DAMSELFLIES
The Dragonfly Report has been held over
until the next quarter.

BUTTERFLIES
As in the spring, the numbers of many
species remained disappointingly low and our
garden flowers were attended by only small
numbers of butterflies such as the Red Admiral,
Small Tortoiseshell and Peacock, if at all. This
was not only true of Vice County 55 however,
for during my visits to many fine gardens in
Devon in the first half of August the same
paucity of butterflies was evident.
Hesperiidae
The Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris,
which first emerged towards the end of last
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quarter, continued on the wing throughout July
and the species was last reported seen on the 9
August by HB. Most sightings received consisted
of only single figure counts but it was pleasingly
frequent at Dishley Pool margins on the 4 July
and c.28 were reported seen in a meadow off
Barkby Thorpe Road on the 22nd. Altogether
this attractive little butterfly was noted in 14
well-scattered localities.
Positive sightings of the closely related Essex
Skipper Thymelicus lineola were only made at
the Buddon Brook Meadows on 4 July and at
Swannington on 3 August. Sufficiently good
views are sometimes not possible to identify the
small differences between these two species
and several reports submitted were of
Small/Essex Skipper.
Pieridae
After its good showing in the spring quarter
numbers of the Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni
were disappointingly low this quarter and this
most attractive species was only reported seen
in five localities, which seems difficult to account
for unless some sightings went unreported. It
was seen throughout July and August with the
last sighting reported, of two, on 10 September.
Numbers of both Large White Pieris
brassicae and Small White Pieris rapae
remained on the low side this summer and no
damage to local brassicas was reported. Both
species remained active throughout much of the
quarter and were frequent visitors to our
gardens the Large White being last reported on
14 September, the Small White remaining active
until the end of the quarter.
The Green-veined White Pieris napi was
widely reported during July and August, in
gardens and countryside, but few were noted in
September.
Lycaenidae
The Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus
made an early appearance this summer and was
first observed on 1 July at Cloud Wood Nature
Reserve where HBH saw several on oaks. On the
next day four or more were noted at the regular
Swithland Reservoir/Buddon Wood site where
c.12 were observed on the 10th. On the 6th
several were active around and on oaks at and
near Dale Spinney at Bradgate Park during the
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Club Wednesday morning walk and later in the
month singletons were noted in our Quorn
garden and in KA’s Rothley garden.
On the 1 July HBH also saw seven or eight
White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album on
an Ash tree in Cloud Wood and on the 15th
Natalie Cossa, a Conservation Officer of the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust,
counted 29 in this important woodland on 15
July.
Fresh second generation Small Copper
Lycaena phlaeas were found first on 6 July when
four were seen at Bradgate Park and what were
presumed to be third generation butterflies
were present at Buddon Brook Meadows, Quorn
on 24 September when four were noted
nectaring on Devil’s-bit Scabious and Ragwort,
others were recorded at Ulverscroft Nature
Reserve on the 27th. During the summer quarter
this attractive little butterfly was reported seen
in 18 well spread localities including two
members’ gardens. Most sites as usual however
produced only a few individuals with nine at
Beacon Hill on 5 August and seven at Buddon
Brook Meadows on the 7th being the largest
counts for single sites.
During July the Brown Argus Aricia agestis
was noted at Dishley Pool, Loughborough on the
10th; on lavender in HBH’s Loughborough
garden on the 23rd and at Twenty Acre
Common, at Six Hills, on the 30th and all these
sightings were of single specimens. In August
three were observed by HB at Hamilton Pools
on the 5th.
Numbers of Common Blue Polyommatus
icarus like last summer, were again low
compared with some recent years and during
the quarter it was reported seen at 15 widely
spread localities with late sightings during
September at Barlestone on the 1st, Aylestone
Water Meadows on the 2nd, and Bagworth
Heath on the 18th. About 12 seen at Hamilton
on 5 August was the largest number recorded
at a single site.
Second generation Holly Blue Celastrina
argiolus numbers were rather disappointingly
low compared with the first generation spring
butterflies and were noted in only 13 localities
as against 35 in the spring. Small numbers
remained active throughout July and August
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The only White Admiral Ladoga camilla in
VC55 I am aware of this summer is of one seen
and photographed at Rutland Water NR on 11
June – a very early date – and reported in the
LRWT’s “Wildlife News”.

appeared first on 9 July when five were noted
at Loughborough Big Meadows and one at
Scraptoft Gorse. Most were reported seen in the
latter half of July and maxima reported were ten
at Barkby Thorpe Lane and 11 at Little Stretton
on the 24th. Few were reported during August
and most appear to have gone into early
hibernation though several individuals were
active in September. Altogether it was reported
seen in 20 scattered localities,

Although it was widely reported and seen in
26 localities during the summer, numbers of the
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta on the whole
remained low with most sites producing only
one or two individuals and this large, favourite
species was still active at the end of September
when most reports were of ones or twos visiting
Ivy blossom.

The richly coloured Comma Polygonia calbum also had a rather poor summer and was
reported seen in only 14 localities as compared
with 35 last summer. It was active locally
throughout July and into August with a new
generation appearing towards the end of August
and into September and a few remained active
well into September.

As in the spring numbers of Painted Lady
Cynthia cardui remained low the only ones
reported being singletons in FTS’s Barlestone
garden on 6 July, 21 August and on five dates in
September; in PH’s Shepshed garden on 30 July
and 14 August and in HS’s Quorn garden on 12
September.

Two Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja
were seen at Clipsham Quarry, Rutland, on 10
July and reported in the September number of
Fieldfare, the newsletter of the Rutland Natural
History Society and on 3 July a female Silverwashed Fritillary Argynnis paphia was noted by
NC at Cloud Wood NR who saw the same
butterfly, or another, on the 15th. I understand
that this rare visitor was seen and photographed
by another person who was also present at the
time. It would be wonderful if these two strong
flying fritillaries managed to successfully recolonise VC55 after a long absence. In the world
of insects cycles of abundance and scarcity can
span many decades and it is sad to think that it
could be a long time, if ever, before the Wall
Brown becomes common again hereabouts but
good to think that we might live long enough to
see some of the fritillary species grace our local
woodlands once again as indeed the once scarce
Speckled Wood now does.

with last sightings in September at Aylestone
Meadows on the 2nd and in our Quorn garden
on the 24th.
Nymphalidae

We keep hoping that numbers of the Small
Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae will bounce back to
something like their abundance of previous
years but, sadly, not this summer for having
been widely reported from 30 localities in the
spring it was only seen in 14 localities during the
summer and no sites produced double figures.

Satyridae

Small Tortoiseshell © Jim Graham

For several years now local populations of
the Peacock Inachis io have been particularly
low and this splendid butterfly, which until
recent years graced our gardens in impressive
numbers, has become unaccountably few in
number. Fresh new generation butterflies
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Overlapping generations of the Speckled
Wood Pararge aegeria remained on the low
side during the summer months, as last summer,
and although reported seen in over 20 localities
no double figure counts were reported. Yet
again there were no reports of the Wall
Lasiommate megera.
As usual Marbled White Melanargia
galathea were present at Ketton and Clipsham
Quarries during July and on 3 July three were
Page 10

noted in George Henry Wood, also in Rutland,
and reported in the September number of
Fieldfare.

with clear blue skies and record-breaking
temperatures, but still numbers of both species
and individuals were generally disappointing.

The Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, though
not as plentiful as in some recent summers, was
widely reported and noted in 37 separate
localities during July and August. It was first
noted on 3 July in ATO’s Loughborough garden
and at Dishley Pool the following day and was
last noted at Stoughton Airfield on 22 August
and in our Quorn garden on the 23rd. It was
described as common at several localities during
July.

I have received six reports of Hummingbird
Hawk-moth Macroglossum stellartum this
quarter: a single from PMH in Markfield and
sightings on two occasions from FTS in his
Barlestone garden, singles from GF at Beeby and
Thurnby and a singleton from JH & BH at Quorn.
It seems that this and Silver Y Autographa
gamma has been the most abundant,
noticeable migrant in the county this year, the
former being widespread but more or less only
in singletons and almost invariably from
gardens. Taking into account how active most
members are throughout the summer months,
very few sightings are away from gardens. You
would think we ought to see more of this species
nectaring at Bramble, ragwort, various
willowherbs and other flowers throughout the
countryside. News of the fact that the micro
moth Bedallia somnulentella was having an
explosive year was broadcast on the moth
grapevine during late summer. As we only had
a single report of this species in Ratcliffe Culey
from 1989, I thought it would be a good
opportunity to put out a plea for records.
Between us we have managed to put this
species well and truly on the map for VC55, with
more records yet to be plotted it has turned out
to be widespread.

The Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina which
appeared first at Dishley Pool on the 1st June,
last quarter, continued on the wing throughout
July and into August when it was last seen on
the 15th at Bede Island, Leicester. Large
numbers were noted in some meadows such as
Loughborough Big Meadows during July.
Localised colonies of Small Heath
Coenonympha pamphilus were observed during
July at Breedon Quarry where four were seen
on the 1st; Dishley Pool where it was described
as plentiful on the 4th and Bradgate Park where
around 20 were noted on the 6th. Others were
later seen at Cademan Moor on the 1 September.
The Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus
continues to do well with more visiting our
gardens, something we would not have thought
likely years ago. It was first noted last quarter
on 19 June (the same date as last year) and was
last reported seen on 20 July in Swithland Wood
and on the 24th at Little Stretton. Altogether it
was reported seen in 17 well spread localities
during July.
Peter Gamble

MOTHS
The first half of July was about as good as it
gets, scorching days and, although still clear, the
evenings remained warm and this resulted in
some high nightly catches. These conditions,
more or less, continued until the middle of
August when temperatures dropped and so did
the numbers of moths. A cool start to
September together with strong winds, gales at
times, continued to keep moth numbers well
down. Then in contrast late September went out
LNC Heritage Edition 203

Members’ Sightings
Casual and mainly daytime records first,
followed by members’ light trapping results.
HB reports on a mixture of species seen
during his daytime sorties, again from a wide
variety of locations. Narrow-bordered Five-spot
Burnet Zygaena lonicerae from Scraptoft in July,
plus a great find of a Six-belted Clearwing
Bembecia ichneumoniformes among Birds-foot
Trefoil at Bede Island a couple of days later. He
comments that Shaded Broad-bar Scotopteryx
chenopodiata was common at Barkby Thorpe
road in July but only a single Latticed Heath
Chiasmia clathrata was there the same day,
another single of the latter species was found in
Appleton Park on 14 September. Single
Vapourer Orgyia antiqua were found at Bede
Island and Barkby Thorpe in July and September
respectively. HB comments on the scarcity of
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Silver Y autographa gamma this summer,
something I think we can all agree with.
ATO found the remains of a Poplar Hawkmoth Laothoe populi in Loughborough Tesco’s
car park on 1 July. A single Small Magpie
Eurrhypara hortulata was in his kitchen on the
morning of 2 July. A solitary Cinnabar Tyria
jacobaeae adult in his garden and several larvae
were found on ragwort in a garden close by in
July. Sorry all you hard core gardeners, but
anyone who allows ragwort to grow in their
garden for invertebrates gets my whole hearted
congratulations, fantastic.
SFW reported many larvae of Cinnabar Tyria
jacobaeae at Castle Hill, Mountsorrel 22 July
and a single Buff-tip Phalera bucephala larva at
Bagworth Heath 18 September. He also
managed one of the few records of Silver Y
Autographa gamma at Swannington on 3
August.

Buff-tip Caterpillar © Stephen Woodward

PHG found larval mines of Bedallia
somnulentella on Great Bindweed at the Baptist
Church in Quorn. He also reports a single Sixspot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae in the pasture
in Swithland Wood 20 July and several Narrowbordered Five-spot Burnet Zygaena lonicerae
at Loughborough Big Meadow 9 July. Silver Y
autographa gamma records were all from
Loughborough Big Meadow with two on 6 July
and eight on 9 July.
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Light Trap Results
SFW operated an Actinic moth trap in his
Groby garden on three nights in July, two in
August and three in September with over 330
individuals of 66 species. Only three species
made it into double figures and they were 55
Acentria ephemerella and 11 Heart and Dart
Agrotis exclamationis both on 4 July, then Large
Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba managed
to hit double figures on three nights with 59 the
highest on 3 September. A few of the other
species recorded were singles of each of the
Pyralid moths Small Magpie Eurrhypara
hortulata and Trachycera advenella on 4 & 30
July respectively. A single Early Thorn Selenia
dentaria on 4 July and a solitary Blair’s
Shoulder-knot Lithophane leautieri on 30
September.
PHG ran a Mercury Vapour trap in his Quorn
garden on three occasions and caught over 260
moths of nearly 90 species. Four species reached
double figures: 26 Agriphila straminella, 12
Heart and Dart Agrotis exclamationis, 10 Large
Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba and 19 Dark
Arches Apamea monoglypha. 2 July was a busy
night, with well over 100 moths of 56 species. A
few highlights were the only record of Juniper
Webber Dichomeris marginella and the pyralid
moth Phycita roborella. Any of the Hawk-moth
species are a welcome sight so a single Eyed
Hawk-moth Smerinthus ocellata, 5 Poplar
Hawk-moth Laothoe populi and a solitary
Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila elpenor was a
pleasant sight in the morning. 27 July saw three
Juniper Webber Dichomeris marginella and a
single Cydia splendana larvae of this latter
species actually feed inside acorns and the fruits
of Sweet Chestnuts. Singles of Lime-speck Pug
Eupithecia centaureata which must be one of
the prettiest and most easily recognised of the
Pug species, the silky White Satin Leucoma
salicis and a Ruby Tiger Phragmatobia
fuliginosa. Singles of Light Brown Apple Moth
Epiphyas postvittana again very few records of
this species and Garden Rose Tortrix Acleris
variegana the latter despite its name is not
restricted to feeding on Rose.
SML operated a moth trap in his
Loughborough garden on 21 nights, caught
nearly 1600 individuals of 109 species. Some
impressive numbers for the quarter included 90
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Riband Wave Idaea aversata, 70 Heart and Dart
Agrotis exclamationis, 60 Shuttle-shaped Dart
Agrotis puta and 70 Lesser Yellow Underwing
Noctua comes, but the highest count was for
Dark Arches Apamea monoglypha with 328. He
also seems to have the monopoly on Light
Brown Apple Moth Epiphyas postvittana with
36 recorded in total. Small Dusty Wave Idaea
seriata looked to be doing well in recent years,
but Steve’s three, all in July were the only
records received. Singles of White Satin
Leucoma salicis on 19 July and Broad-barred
White Hecatera bicolorata on 1 July, both very
nice moths to find in a garden trap. A species
that has spread rapidly is the Red Data Book
Small Ranunculus Hecatera dysodea quite a
pretty moth various shades of grey on a whitish
ground colour with yellow, larvae feeding on a
variety of lettuce. A singleton turned up on 3
July, which also happened to be Steve’s best
night with just over 200 moths of 33 species.

a tiny little dazzling gold moth with dark edges
to the wings. The main flight period for Green
Oak Tortrix Tortrix viridana is well over and
some years have passed since it has been seen
in the huge numbers that used to occur, we only
managed a meagre nine. A total of 25 Northern
Spinach Eulithis populata, North West
Leicestershire and the Charnwood Forest seem
to be particularly good areas for this species.
Altogether, a nice selection of species including
the micro moth look-alike Pinion-streaked
Snout Schrankia costaestrigalis.

Charnwood Forest Survey

During a daytime session here SFW found
the delicate white silken “hammock” of Lyonetia
clerkella on Rowan on 14 September and also
Firethorn
Leaf
Miner
Phyllonorycter
leaucographella on Hawthorn on 11 August.

Browns Hay
An amazing night here on 2 July with just
under 1000 moths of 140 species with the
temperature dropping from, 15°C at 22.00 to
10°C at 03.00 the following morning. Over 50
species of micro moths including a single of the
huge Tineid Morophaga chlorophaga (whose
larvae feed mainly inside bracket fungi) plus 10
Diamond-back Moth Plutella xylostella. A
round figure of four Eidophasia messingiella
confirming a colony of its food source, Hoary
Cress Lepidium draba must be close by, that’s
two years running that this species has been
recorded here. Pick of the bunch out of the
many macros were singles of Small Mottled
Willow Spodoptera exigua and Blackneck
Lygephila pastinum. Interestingly, the records
of Diamond-back Moth and Small Mottled
Willow may have been evidence of the tail end
of heavy migration activity of the previous
weeks.
Stoneywell Wood
9 July here gave us a great total of 370 moths
of 93 species, including just over 30 species of
micro moths. We are used to seeing Emmetia
marginea as leaf miners on Bramble in the
autumn, so it was nice to actually see the moth,
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Grace Dieu Wood
2 August with HI and SFW gave us 700 moths
of 105 species, slightly disappointing, especially
as the temperature never dropped below 16°C.
Pick of the bunch was a single Barred Hook-tip
Watsonalla binaria, two Sallow Kitten Furcula
furcula and an impressive 23 Dotted Clay Xestia
baja.

Charnwood Lodge
The evening of 17 August started out quite mild
with 17°C at 21.15, but soon dropped
dramatically to barely 9°C in an hour and a half.
Although we ended up with 428 moths, 270 of
these were Antler Cerapteryx graminis! Other
notable species were three Galium Carpet
Epirrhoe galiata plus a single Angle-striped
Sallow Enargia paleacea.
Bardon Hill
A cool and very blustery 1 September here
with 195 moths of 45 species and only four
species making it into double figures. By far the
most interesting moths here were the four
Heath Rustic Xestia agathina. Hopefully the
management of the designated cleared areas
for the encouragement of heather and other
heathland plants is responsible for these
sightings. If there are any more upland species
hanging on, on the forest, let’s hope the
development of these areas encourage them to
expand. This is a considerable distance from
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Warren Hills, which is considered the stronghold
for this species.

Around the county
Brown’s Wood
A new site for us at Thornton privately
owned and grant aid planted about 15 years
ago. Mainly deciduous with small areas of
conifer and literally miles of grassy/flowery
rides, with patches of Bramble and willowherb,
the wood also incorporates a couple of lovely
old hedgerows. On a clear and cold 29 July we
managed 248 individuals of 55 species with good
numbers of the “grass moths” Crambinae and
Trachycera advenella which is particularly fond
of old, Hawthorn, especially in hedgerows. It
was also interesting to record three species of
Footman moths, and the first Dotted Clay Xestia
baja for the year.

phasianipennella f. quadruplella with docks,
knotgrass and sorrel amongst its food plants.
The two Pyralids Phlyctaenia coronata and
Phlyctaenia perlucidalis are certainly getting
recorded more frequently, we had two and one
respectively. Just a few others to mention were
three Antler Moth Cerapteryx graminis being
an unusual find here and more likely to be
associated with the Charnwood Forest. 33
Double Lobed Apamea ophiogramma was quite
a high total as was 19 Brown-veined Wainscot
Archanara dissoluta.

Cloud Wood
26 July was very warm and still 16°C at 02:00
with just a mild breeze so it was bound to be a
good night, with 470 moths of 118 species. The
main target here was Barred Rivulet Perizoma
bifasciata which was not seen and has not been
recorded here for some years although, Red
Bartsia the foodplant is doing well and found on
most of the rides throughout. A single
Ypsolopha vittella was a nice find with plenty
of Elm (its foodplant) in abundance here, but
only recorded on a couple of occasions here. A
brief mention of a couple of everyone’s
favourite group the “Pugs”. Seven species of
pugs recorded included two Slender Pug
Eupithecia tenuiata and three Maple Pug
Eupithecia inturbata.
Kelham Bridge
Perfect conditions here, not the County
Trust reserve but the area of planted grassland,
just outside the reserve on the northern
boundary. The area was planted about 10 years
ago on rough grassland. It is full of wasteland
plant species that would make any selfrespecting gardener cringe. Which basically
means it is an invertebrate paradise, so it was
not a great surprise we ended up with 2700
moths of 163 species, including over 70 species
of micro moths on 31 July. A first record in the
county for us was the stunning little Calybites
LNC Heritage Edition 203

Double Lobed © Graham Finch

Aylestone Meadows
Over 350 moths of 86 species were caught
on 1 July, a night that started out overcast and
warm but later clearing with dropping
temperatures. Quite a good night with singles
of Ghost Moth Hepialus humuli and Leopard
Moth Zuezera pyrella plus eight White Satin
Leucoma salicis. This area is only a stone’sthrow from the city. Just over 30 species of
micro moths including a very pretty, almost all
white Acleris kochiella. In the past more of a
southern species but has gradually moved
northwards, larval food plant is Elm.
A mild but windy 19 August here with 213
moths of 60 species, 29 Orange Swift Hepialus
sylvina were busy buzzing around the lights.
Amongst a very mixed bunch was a single
stunning black and white Ypsolopha sequella a
woodland species particularly fond of Field
Maple. A single Crescent Celaena leucostigma
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more likely to be found in damp woodland or
boggy ground especially where Yellow Iris grows.
Ketton Working Quarry
A daytime visit here with Harry Ball and Glen
McPhail on Sunday 10 July produced an
assortment of adults and early feeding stages.
Spun leaves of the micro Mompha epilobiella
were found on willowherb and five of the
gorgeous Tortrix moth Aethes tesserana. The
silk tunnels of Cochylis roseana as well as
individual larvae of Endothenia gentianaeana
both found in the Teasel heads.
Harry Ball had arranged permission for the
night of the 15 July to survey parts of the
working area of the quarry. We actually set the
light traps with black clouds overhead and fine
drizzle, but the temperature was sitting at 17°C.
We kept the black clouds but the rain stopped
after about half an hour, we were then kept
busy for the next six hours with just under 1,000
moths of over 160 species, a truly superb night,
with over 70 species of micros there was going
to be some excellent records.
With a wingspan of only 7-8 mm we had just
two of the distinctive (having huge white eyecaps) Bucculatrix nigrocomella. The larvae mine
the leaves of Oxeye Daisy, so it ought to be
everywhere, but due to being so tiny probably
gets overlooked. It is a category D, so little is
known about it in VC55. Not much bigger at 9-10
mm wingspan a single beautiful Eucalybites
auroguttella, larvae feed on St. John’s-wort so
again this species should be widespread, but it
is another category D. A species that is easy to
record by splitting Teasel heads open
throughout the autumn and winter is Cochylis
roseana but not so frequent as an adult. This is
a shame, as it is such a stunning little moth:
creamy yellow with a bright pink blush, we
ended up with three adults.
Of the macros, a single Dwarf Cream Wave
Idaea fuscovenosa was nice, not at all a
common moth. Two of each Small Waved
Umber Horisme vitalbata and The Fern Horisme
tersata both Traveller’s Joy feeders. A solitary
Pretty Chalk Carpet Melanthia procellata living
up to its name plus two Buckthorn feeders
Brown Scallop Philereme vetulata and Dark
Umber Philereme transversata. Far too many
more species to mention but last but not least
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Pretty Chalk Carpet © Graham Finch

was a single Concolorous Chortodes extrema
only found at a couple of localities, all in Rutland.
A return visit here on 5 August and gave us
1300 moths of 123 species on an odd night
where the skies were first overcast then clear
then overcast then clear, this continued all
night, with the temperature rising to 17°C then
dropping to 12°C respectively and moth activity
following suit. A couple of quite smart, purple
with a creamy white head and thorax
Agonopterix liturosa, it is another St. Johnswort feeder, so it is well catered for here. Two
Pyralids worthy of mention are a single Ringed
China-mark Parapoynx stratiotata, scarcest of
this group in the county, was a fair way from any
water plus 14 Endotrichia flammealis. The latter
species is a lovely moth with quite a distinctive
stance, wings spread delta-like and front half of
the body raised at an angle, like a jet fighter
ready for take-off. The county rarity Small
Emerald Hemistola chrysoprasaria was a nice
addition with two immaculate specimens, a
great total of 11 Small Waved Umber Horisme
vitalbata both these species are Traveller’s Joy
feeders, of which there is no shortage here.
Barred Rivulet Perizoma bifactiata seems to be
a lost species from Cloud Wood, so it was
excellent to record 11 specimens here. At the
end of its flight period we had seven Small
Purple-barred Phytometra viridaria including a
single of the form fusca, this species feeds on
Common and Heath Milkwort.
Many thanks to everyone who has sent in
their moth records for this quarter.
Graham and Anona Finch
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OTHER INSECTS
This quarter has been disappointing for
many species of invertebrates with even
common species being well down in numbers
generally. By the end of the quarter most
species had hibernated or died off completely,
this despite the weather being favourable at this
time.

Hemiptera
A few records were submitted, mainly ones
and twos of the Green Shield Bug Palomina
prasina from Quorn, Loughborough allotments,
Aylestone Meadows, Willow Brook Park in
Leicester and a maximum of eight adults at
Appleton Park in Leicester on 14 September.
Even fewer records of Hawthorn Shieldbugs
Acanthosoma haemorroidale were received
with a single at Loughborough in August and
Barkby Thorpe Road, Hamilton, and Stoughton
Lane and a maximum of 12 adults at Washbrook
NR in September.
Birch
Shield
bugs
Elasmostethus
interstinctus were recorded from Loughborough
Washbrook NR and Bede Island in August.
Several adults and nymphs at this latter site in
mid-August. Others in September from Quorn
at a M/V light trap and three adults in Stoughton
Lane. Its associated birch species, the Parent
Bug Elasmucha grisea was noted in
Loughborough, at Aylestone Playing Fields on
Italian Alder and 12 adults on birch at
Washbrook NR.
Sloe Bugs Dolicorus baccarum were widely
reported, mainly singles at Quorn,
Loughborough, Bagworth Heath, Humberstone
Heights, Bede Island, Stoughton Airfield and
Appleton Park in Leicester.
Forest Bugs Pentatoma rufipes were
recorded from a hedgerow in Ethel Road,
Leicester - two adults and three final instar
nymphs, Welford Road Cemetery one final instar
nymph, three at Bede Island – all these in early
July and at Aylestone Meadows, Washbrook NR
and Quorn in September.
A less common Heteropteran, the Spiked
Bug Picromerus bidens,was recorded by SFW
from Swannington - another under-recorded
area of Leicestershire. A few other species from
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Forest Bug © Stephen Woodward

this group are Pied Shieldbug Tritomegas
bicolor found on a Loughborough allotment, the
Blue Shield Bug Zicrona caerulea from Melton
Country Park, the Woundwort Shieldbug
Eysarcoris fabricii from Grace Dieu and the
Bishops Mitre Aelia acuminata at Bede Island
in August where an adult was attacked by a Crab
Spider whilst still in my net. This species seems
to have become less common lately.
The Spear Thistle Lacebug Tingis cardui was
recorded at Whitwick and Thringstone, the Birch
Catkin Bug Kleidocerys resedae at Grace Dieu
and Bagworth Heath - many adults and nymphs
on birch catkins, Heterotoma planicornis at
Cossington Meadows, Pantilius tunicatus at
Aylestone Playing Fields - one on birch,
Deraeocoris olivaceus from Welford Road
Cemetery,
a
Black-kneed
Capsid
Blepharidopterus angulatus one in Welford
Road Cemetery.
The Lygaeid Reedmace Bug Chilacis typhae
was widely reported from Typha heads at Grace
Dieu, Shenton Estate, Swannymote Wood,
Egleton NR and Melton Country Park.
The leafhopper Cicadella viridis, a denizen
of marshy and damp habitats, appears to have
done well with records from Cossington South
- frequent in marshy meadows in July, Grace
Dieu, Swannington, Egleton NR, Melton Country
Park, Newtown Linford. Iassus lanio usually
found on oak was noted at Stoughton Airfield in
August.
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A few water bugs will conclude this section:
Lesser Water Boatman Sigara falleni, Sigara
dorsalis and Callicorixa praeusta all from Grace
Dieu. A Water Measurer Hydrometra
stagnorum was recorded here too.

Diptera
Syrphidae
Numbers of hoverflies began to build up
from late July and early August, some, possibly
migrants, filling up most people’s gardens,
which until that time were fairly empty of
hoverflies. At the forefront as usual was the
Marmalade Hoverfly Episyrphus balteatus
which also brought in several other species with
it, including the Pied Hoverfly Scaeva pyrastri
recorded from Grace Dieu, Swannington,
Hathern, Priory Water, Quorn and at Little
Stretton and Hamilton where they were quite
common in meadowland.
Other species recorded at this time included
Syrphus
ribesii,
Syryphus
vitripennis,
Sphaerophoria scripta and Eupeodes luniger
the latter two in much smaller numbers, a few
Metasyrphus corollae were mixed in with them,
and was recorded from Hamilton, Thurnby
Lodge, and one in my garden at Abney Street.

small plot, at Quorn on Hemp Agrimony, at
Hamilton and three sites at Grace Dieu.
A few Volucella pellucens were still present
in July, records came from Quorn and Grace
Dieu. The handsome Volucella zonaria was
recorded from just two sites at Thringstone
village and Ethel Road in Leicester where one
was foraging on Ivy. One of the rare Volucella
inflata a woodland species, was observed at
Grace Dieu on 20 July. I saw what was most
probably this species at Scraptoft Gorse a year
or two back, but it did not linger long enough to
be positive.
Volucella bombylans is a species I always
associate with June, but PHG had one in his
Quorn garden on Hemp Agrimony on 1
September. Other species in this group worth a
mention are Xanthogramma pedissequum at
Castle Hill Mountsorrel, Xylota segnis at Grace
Dieu on two dates, Sericomyia silentis at
Ulverscroft NR, Platycheirus rosarum and
Anasimyia contracta at the margins of the River
Sence at Little Stretton.

Sericomyia silentis © Stephen Woodward
Sphaerophoria scripta © Stephen Woodward

A surprising record, for me at least, was a
specimen of Leucozona lucorum in PHG’s
garden in Quorn visiting Gipsywort on 3
September, this is normally a spring species, so
this record may be the result of a partial second
brood.
As usual for this quarter a few more
Volucella species are recorded, Volucella inanis
particularly so and was recorded from Abney
Street, one nectaring on Hebe, a first for my
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As a postscript to this group, the records
submitted don't give a true picture on how
devoid of hoverflies we were this quarter.
Species such as Rhingia campestris and
Helophilus pendulus were, in some instances,
quite uncommon or even scarce. To hammer
out the point only one record was received of
the latter and none of the former.
Asilidae
A single specimen of the Kite-tailed
Robberfly Machimus atricapillus was recorded
at Grace Dieu on 20 July.
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Stratiomidae

Hymenoptera

The Iridescent Centurion Sargus iridatus,
singles recorded at Mountsorrel Marshes on 22
July and a female at Woodhouse.

Bumblebees

A single Dark-winged Black Pachygaster
atra was recorded at Grace Dieu, a very small
species and less colourful than some.
Rhagionidae
The Small Fleck-winged Snipefly Rhagio
lineola swept off oak Grace Dieu and one Marsh
Snipefly Rhagio tringarius was recorded from
Hathern.
Tabanidae
A Bright Horsefly Hybomitra distinguenda
was recorded from Ulverscroft NR in July, a first
for this reserve.
Several other Diptera species were
recorded, a few mentioned here, Tachina fera
a parasite of moth larvae was widely recorded,
Conops quadrifasciata a parasite of bumblebees
were noted at Grace Dieu and Priory Water in
August, an uncommon Bibionid Bibio pomonae
was caught in a moth trap at Grace Dieu on 14
September, Ragwort Seed Flies Botanophila
seneciella were breeding on ragwort flower
heads at Castle Hill Mountsorrel, Grace Dieu and
Whitwick. Sepedon sphegeus a snail-killing fly
was found at Grace Dieu and a flat fly
Ornithomyia avicularia, a bird parasite,
dropped on to SFW at Grace Dieu in August. Just
a brief selection.

This quarter usually finds an increasing
number of males appearing in our gardens and
elsewhere and somewhat muddles the picture
for some, although some of the males are rather
distinctive, but not all and I have found over the
years that not all species are distinct and, like
most Bumblebees, can vary in their features.
Anyway, most appear to have done better
than some other invertebrates this quarter, but
few survived past August this year and quickly
left the scene.
The Common Carder Bee Bombus
pascuorum always proved the exception, with
reports of workers visiting a few gardens until
the end of the quarter. Only one male of the
Early nesting Bumblebee Bombus pratorum
was seen: this from Barlestone on 15 July, no
other records for this species being received.
Buff-tailed bumblebees Bombus terrestris
were, as usual, widely recorded, but there were
fewer records for September, only one queen
and two males recorded from Barlestone on the
3rd and 15th of the month.
Red-tailed bumblebees Bombus lapidarius
appear to have done well and were widely
recorded in several parts of the county, young
queens were noted at Stoughton on 27 July,
others at Barlestone with queens on 2 and 19
August.
Garden bumblebees Bombus hortorum, FTS
records them from his garden at Barlestone as
frequent up to the middle of July, with one
queen on the 28th and not seen during August
and only twice in September with single queens
on the 19th and 27th of that month. Others
were recorded at Quorn in July visiting
Marjoram from 11 July and subsequent dates
during that month. A queen was on Foxglove in
my garden on 4 July and odd ones on Hebe and
Lavender on the 10th.

Ornithomyia avicularia © Stephen Woodward
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A few White-tailed bumblebees Bombus
lucorum were recorded, frequent during July
occasional during August from Barlestone, with
young queens noted from Aylestone Meadows
on 19 July and two nectaring on Ivy in Evington
Village on 22 September.
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Tree Bumblebees Bombus hypnorum
continue to increase in our county and is a
welcome addition to our bee fauna but not so
many records this quarter as last. Many workers
in Quorn from 1 July, visiting various flowers
including Giant Bellflower, Marjoram, and
Goldenrod. Rather scarcer at Barlestone in July,
but with single queens noted on various dates
during July and August. Others were seen at
Cossington Meadows and Loughborough Big
Meadow in July, with a single queen at Abney
Street on 21 August.
Cuckoo Bumblebees were reported as
follows; Bombus vestalis a few males at
Barlestone during July, and on three dates in
August but the only other records were for a
female at Aylestone Meadows on 19 July and
one at Spinney Hill Park on 23 July.

trap in his Quorn garden on 27 July, a local
species of coniferous woods, the only other
record was Rutpela maculata at Ulverscroft NR
on 11 July.
A few Ground Beetles among this vast and
diverse group include Pterostichus madidus at
Newtown Linford,and Abax parallelepipedus at
Grace Dieu in July. Burying Beetles Nicrophorus
vespillo appeared in a meat trap at Grace Dieu
with Nicrophorus vespilloides and one was
helping to bury a dead rat, also at Grace Dieu.
Rove Beetles include Devil's Coach Horse
Ocypus olens at Grace Dieu and Ontholestes
murinus at Ulverscroft NR.

The only record of Bombus sylvestris was
one at Stoughton Airfield on 22 August.
A few male Bombus campestris were seen,
singles at Aylestone Meadows on 19 July, Little
Stretton on the 24th and at Stoughton on 8
August and Spinney Hill Park on 3 August.
Several male Bombus rupestris were
observed foraging on Knapweed in a small
meadow Scraptoft Gorse on 9 July.
Vespidae
Very few records this quarter of the Hornet
Vespa crabro, with a nest at Grace Dieu and
others recorded at this site on 9 and 14
September. There were singles at Swithland
Reservoir and Dishley Pool in Loughborough
during September.
Other wasps include the Tree Wasp
Dolichovespula sylvestris at Castle Hill
Mountsorrel on 22 July, a German Wasp
Vespula germanica from Grace Dieu on 27
August and a Norwegian Wasp Dolichovespula
norvegica swept from trees at Hamilton on 9
September.
Common Wasps Vespula vulgaris were
everywhere this quarter, with nests still active
at my local park on 22 September.

Coleoptera
Just two Longhorns were recorded this
quarter, the most interesting of these was
Arhopalus rusticus attracted to PHG's M/V light
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Devil’s Coach Horse Beetle © Stephen Woodward

A stag beetle, the Minotaur Typhaeus
typhoes was at Bradgate Park on 6 July. Flower
Beetles Oedemara lurida were noted at
Stoughton Airfield and Swannington, a chafer
Serica brunnea at Grace Dieu, a click beetle
Stenagostus rhombeus in a moth trap at Grace
Dieu and three Lagria hirta, which PHG
describes as local, came to his Quorn light trap
on 10 July. Leaf beetles Gastrophysa viridula
were found at Mountsorrel and the Green
Tortoise Beetle Cassida viridis at Aylestone
Meadows and Glen Parva in July. The soldier
beetle Rhagonycha fulva was widely reported
this quarter.
Weevils
Another vast and diverse group, a number
of which are host specific, just two records
submitted both, as expected, from Grace Dieu.
Hypera zoilus fished out of a shallow woodland
pond on 7 September and Protapion trifolii
swept from the fen on 4 July.
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Ladybirds

Ants, Solitary Wasps and Bees

As usual the 7-spot ladybird Coccinella
7-punctata was the most common and widely
reported ladybird over the whole region this
quarter. Harlequin Ladybirds Harmonia axyridis
were also very common and widespread but
numbers generally tend to build up later and
were common over the whole stretch of
Stoughton Lane on 22 September, reported also
from Quorn, Loughborough and Grace Dieu
among other sites.

Although there are some species, which
have a long season and have second broods, the
solitary bees are much less in evidence in the
second half of the summer. Solitary wasps, on
the other hand, seem more obvious in the later
part of the summer - or is that because we are
not distracted by the more obvious bees?

The 14-spot ladybird Propylea 14-punctata
is another common and widespread species,
particularly in meadowland and was common at
Aylestone Meadows, Little Stretton, City
General Hospital grounds, Mountsorrel,
Swannington, Grace Dieu and Loughborough.
Only two records of the 2-spot ladybirds Adalia
bipunctata were noted, one at Washbrook NR
and several in a Quorn garden on 24 September.
Six 22-spot Ladybirds Psyllobora 22punctata records were counted at Aylestone
Meadows in late July and singles at Little
Stretton and Stoughton Airfield in August.
Orange Ladybirds Halzia sedecimguttata
continue to struggle, with singles only from
Ethel Road, Stoughton Airfield, Hamilton, Barkby
Thorpe Road, Appleton Park and Groby.
Pine Ladybirds Exochomus pustulatus,
singles were at a Loughborough allotment in
August and Humberstone Park in September.
A Kidney-spot Ladybird Chilocorus
renipustulatus was at Watermead and there
were several 16-spot Tytthaspis 16-punctata in
long grass at Cossington Meadows NR and only
one at Aylestone Meadows, all in July.
Just one record of the 10-spot Ladybird
Adalia 10-punctata at Aylestone Meadows in
early September - a melanic specimen and one
sighting of the Cream-spot Ladybird Calvia
14-guttata at Grace Dieu. The Adonis Ladybird
Hippodamia variegata recorded from
Swannymote Wood where a quantity were seen
on Angelica heads, the only other record for this
species was of a single specimen on Appleton
Park in mid-September and finally a single
Water Ladybird Anisosticta 19-punctata was on
the canal margin at Glen Parva on 30 July.
Howard Bradshaw
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Wingless females of the little so-called
Velvet Ant, Myrmosa atra, were found at Hill
Hole, Markfield and on Cademan Moor. This
species, which is actually a wasp, parasitizes
some of the ground-nesting bees and wasps.

Formica fusca © Stephen Woodward

The small genuine ant Leptothorax
acervorum was also found at Hill Hole along
with the very common little black ant Lasius
niger, and the larger dark ant Formica fusca.
This species was also at Morley Quarry along
with Myrmica sulcinodis and Lasius flavus,
which is the yellow ant that makes the big
anthills in the ruins enclosure at Bradgate. It was
recorded at five other sites. Myrmica sabuleti
was found at Ulverscroft NR and Myrmica rubra
in several compartments of the Grace Dieu
survey, at Beacon Hill, Shenton Estates and at
Rutland Water in the Egleton Reserve. Lasius
niger was widely recorded.
Four species of the fast running Spiderhunting Wasps, Pompilidae have been seen this
quarter. Arachnospila minutula was on the
slopes of Buck Hill, and Arachnospila anceps at
Swannington, Anoplius nigerrimus in Grace Dieu
and Caliadurgus fasciatellus on the spoil heaps
at Bagworth Heath.
The Mason Wasp Ancistrocerus parietum
was recorded from Mountsorrel Marshes,
Abney Street in Leicester and A. trifasciatus was
at Grace Dieu. Both species nest in hollow
Page 20

Four species of Andrena were still around
Grace Dieu and Newtown Linford in early July –
A. cineraria, A. scotica, A. nigroaenea and A.
wilkella but 12 July is the latest date that we
have for these.

Anoplius nigerrimus © Stephen Woodward

stems, using clay to partition their cells as does
A. gazella which HB had in Castle Gardens in
Leicester.
The
Digger
Wasp
Crossocerus
quadrimaculatus preys mainly on flies and was
recorded at Grace Dieu, Newtown Linford and
Buck Hill at Nanpantan.

Halictus tumulorum managed to get to, at
least, the end of July at Cademan and Halictus
rubicundus was recorded Bede Island in
Leicester and at Grace Dieu as late as 1
September. Four of the closely related
Lasioglossum species were recorded this
quarter, the latest being L. villulosum which was
recorded at Bagworth Heath on 18 September.
The Germans have a really good name for the
Halictus and Lasioglossum species –
Furchenbiene, which means Furrow Bee. This
refers to the distinctive furrow that is present
on the last segment of the abdomen in these
species.
Three species of Leaf-cutter Bee were
reported: Megachile ligniseca, M. versicolor
and M. willughbiella, Records came from
Mountsorrel Marshes, the Beacon, Grace Dieu
and Swannington, Stoughton, Scraptoft,
Aylestone Meadows and Glen Parva.
The Fork-tailed Flower Bee Anthophora
furcata just made it into this quarter and was
last recorded at Grace Dieu on 4 July while its
Hairy-footed relative A. manicatum was around
in Aylestone Meadows until the end of July.

Crossocerus quadrimaculatus © Stephen Woodward

Ectemnius cavifrons excavates burrows in
dead wood for its nests and preys on hoverflies.
It was found at Grace Dieu.
The Digger Wasp with the distinctive yellow
face, Cerceris rybyensis, was recorded at Groby
Pool and on High Cademan where it was preying
on its neighbouring bees Halictus tumulorum
and paralysing them to provision its own nests.
Solitary Bees

Michael Archer, president of BWARS, the
Bees, Wasps & Ants Recording Society, has
always taken an interest in Leicestershire
Hymenoptera, has given a large number of
specimens to the Barrow Collections Resources
Centre. In 1990 he published the Aculeate
Solitary Wasps and Bees of Leicestershire in the
Transactions of the Leicester Literary &
Philosophical Society. This autumn, SFW and I
were fortunate enough to be able to visit him at
his home in York, leaving our specimens with
him to be verified.
Helen Ikin

The little Hylaeus communis was recorded
at Grace Dieu, Aylestone Meadows and Abney
Street, Leicester. Bees of this genus have no long
hairs for carrying pollen but transport it in their
crops.
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FLOWERING PLANTS
Some interesting records this quarter,
possibly the one for Mudwort, Limosella
aquatica is the most interesting as it is quite a
rarity but unfortunately, very insignificant.
Mudwort only grows on drying mud so the best
chance of finding it is in a year like the present
one where ponds and reservoirs dry up and mud
is exposed. On the down side is the fact; that
Sulphurwort Oenanthe silaifolia could not be
found on the Loughborough Meadow although
it may have occurred in an area not searched. It
is to be hoped it will make a good recovery, as
it is a national rarity on the red data list.
Another interesting plant is the Marsh Dock
Rumex palustris a rare plant in Leics and Rutland
found on the edges of Eyebrook Reservoir and
Rutland Water. It is very similar to the Golden
Dock which is much more common and is found
around some of the reservoirs. The Marsh Dock
is an interesting plant in so much as it can
elongate its petioles when submerged. Hence
the leaf can float on the surface of the water and
so continue its normal photosynthesis.
The Violet Hellebore Epipatis purpurata in
Sheet Hedges seems to be going through a bad
time having had all its shoots nibbled again,
presumably by rabbits. From what I can
recollect, almost every mention of this particular
plant mentions the fact that is shoots, or at least
some of them, have been eaten.
It was very good news to hear that the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust have
managed to complete the acquisition of the
Loughborough Big Meadow. We are lucky, I
think, to have such a wonderful wildlife reserve
on our doorstep. Hopefully, we can look forward
to it being managed to its best advantage for
the foreseeable future.

Some Plants of Interest This Quarter
Marsh Dock Rumex palustris: Present on the
Egleton NR at Rutland Water.
Golden Dock Rumex maritimus: Present on the
Egleton NR at Rutland Water. One plant was
found on the edge of a dried out pond at
Aylestone Meadows, Leicester, whilst some
large plants were on edge of water south of the
road bridge at Swithland Reservoir.
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Trailing St. John’s-wort Hypericum humifusum:
About 12 plants were located within an area of
two square metres largely free from other
vegetation at Swithland Wood.
Purple-loosestrife Lythrum salicaria: Large
colonies were in flower south of the road bridge
at Swithland Reservoir - a vivid strip of colour
well away from present water level. More
plentiful and obvious than usual.
Dropwort Filipendula vulgaris: A large colony
was in seed at Loughborough Big Meadow.
Sulphur Cinquefoil Potentilla recta: Two plants
of this uncommon introduction were located at
Aylestone Meadows. Occasionally recorded in
this area, usually on disturbed ground, but not
seen for several years. Was first recorded in
1969 at Knighton Tunnel.
Fragrant Agrimony Agrimonia procera: Two
clumps totalling 15 flowering shoots were seen
at Ulverscroft NR.
Fodder Burnet Sanguisorba minor ssp.
muricata: This is a relic plant from when it was
grown for fodder and mainly found in the south
of the country. A colony at Loughborough Big
Meadow was thought to be much larger than
when PHG last saw it.
Small Melilot Melilotus indicus: Two plants
found on open ground between Upperton Road
and the River Soar in Leicester was possibly from
bird seed.
Orange Balsam Impatiens capensis: A colony
was in flower on edge of the River Soar at
Loughborough. It was also present at
Loughborough Big Meadow.
Sulphurwort Oenanthe silaifolia: No plants
found at Loughborough Big Meadow but PHG
comments that most of the vegetation was
showing signs of distress due to the very dry
conditions.
Blackstonia Blackstonia perfoliata: Over a
hundred plants were in open ground between
Upperton Road and the River Soar, Leicester.
Mudwort Limosella aquatica: Abundant on
shoreline on the Egleton NR at Rutland Water.
A rare plant in Leicestershire with only two
records in the Flora, although where it is found
it usually occurs in abundance. However for such
a small plant this could mean a small area.
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Ploughman’s Spikenard Inula conyza: Present
on sand at Groby Pool, whilst at Castle Hill,
Mountsorrel several were present but are
threatened by Ash saplings. Interestingly, the
Leicestershire Flora states that this plant is
never found in a natural habitat in Leicestershire.
Ragweed Ambrosia artemisiifolia: A single plant
appeared in PHG’s garden in Quorn. It was last
noted in Quorn and Loughborough gardens in
1976. Many small plants were noted around the
bird feeders in the Outwoods but none reached
maturity due to the very dry conditions this year.
Violet Helleborine Epipactis purpurata: Only
one plant was found (with several shoots) at
Sheet Hedges Wood but was nibbled off. SFW
spent 20 minutes searching its known locality.
Pyramidal Orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis:
Two flowering spikes were located at
Scraptoft Golf Course which is a first for this site.
Eric Webster

OTHER RECORDS
Many of this quarter’s records of Crustacea,
Fungi, Centipedes, Millipedes, Woodlice,
Mayflies, Caddis, Harvestmen, Leeches, Mosses,
Barkflies, Slugs and Snails, Spiders and Thrips
are from the Grace Dieu Survey and will be
published with the report in due course but
details are available from Helen Ikin if anyone
would like them now.

WEATHER
July was the coolest in Leicestershire for at
least ten years and it was also much duller than
usual. Afternoon temperatures averaged 21°C,
which is 1°C below normal with nighttime
temperatures logging 10.7°C, being 1.5°C below
the normal figure. The mean of 15.8°C was the
coolest recorded July in at least 10 years. Not
surprisingly, it was also a dull month with the
160 hours of sun being 10% below normal for
the month. Rainfall however was below normal
with both Jim Lofts at Nanpantan and myself at
Mountsorrel recording exactly 37.2 mm which
is only about half of the usual total.
The first five days of the month were mostly
fine and dry but it soon became cooler and
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unsettled with heavy showers. On the 6th
temperatures at night dropped to just 6°C at
Nanpantan and on the 8th a heavy
thunderstorm around lunchtime at Mountsorrel
produced 15 mm of rain fell in just 30 minutes
and at one point it was falling at a rate of 8
inches an hour with winds gusting to 31 mph.
The weather then improved for a few days
before a very active low pressure brought more
heavy rain on the 16th with another 15 mm of
rain falling. The cool and showery theme
continued into the third week with the coolest
day of the month being recorded on the 18th
with a top temperature of just 17°C but during
the last week it became mostly dry and the final
day of the month bought the warmest
weather with temperatures at Nanpantan
peaking at 26.5°C. The sunniest day was on the
30th when 13.6 hours was recorded.
High pressure made only fleeting visits this
July and mainly stayed to the SW of the British
Isles and with winds frequently blowing in from
the north or NE. This helped to make it feel cool
with plenty of cloud being fed in from the
Atlantic. The very strong correlation of average
or poor summers after warm and sunny springs
seems to be continuing as we go into August so
I suggest we grab the sunshine when we can
because I expect the changeable pattern of
weather to continue.
August it will be no surprise to learn
was cooler and cloudier than usual with rainfall
still slightly below average. Afternoon
temperatures of 20.5°C were about 1°C below
normal with night time temperatures averaging
12°C. This gave us an average temp of 16°C
about 0.5°C below the norm. Rainfall amounts
did vary however. Jim recorded 71 mm at
Nanpantan, which is his normal figure but at
Mountsorrel I logged just 52 mm, 10% below
normal. Sunshine totals were very disappointing
however with just 130 hours logged at
Mountsorrel, 25% below normal, and it was
the coolness and the dullness, which were the
main weather features of the month. The first
three days however were warm and sunny with
temperatures reaching 28°C on the third.
However this hot spell was short lived and it
became showery after this date. The wettest
day was the 26th when 20 mm of rain were
recorded at Mountsorrel. This was also the
Page 23

coldest day of the month with a maximum
temperature of just 13°C, something you would
expect in April rather than August. So ended
what was a disappointing summer in many
respects. Indeed it was the coolest summer
since 1993 with sunshine totals 10% below
normal for the three-month period June August. There were very few hot days with the
magic 80°F mark or 27°C being crossed on just
five days out of the 92 days of summer. The
warmest day of all was June 27th when 29.5°C
was reached. Rainfall figures are still in deficit
for the year with my Mountsorrel totals being
100 mm lower than usual for the time of year.
Jim Lofts from Nanpantan who co writes this
column with me has decided to retire after over
50 years of recording for the Met Office. I wish
to thank him for all his hard work and I wish him
all the best in the future. I am sure he will keep
his private recordings going, however, and he
will let us know about Loughborough’s exciting
weather conditions from time to time. Once you
are a weatherman you are always a weatherman.
September was a much warmer and drier
month than usual with below average rainfall.
Afternoon maximums averaged 20.2°C which is
2.7°C above normal with nighttime
temperatures averaging 10.8°C, 1°C above the
norm. Rainfall was again below average with just
32 mm recorded at Mountsorrel, which is just
60% of the usual figure. It was a sunnier month
than normal with 153 hours being recorded,
about 10% above normal. After a sunny first day
most of the rest of the month saw westerly
winds that were often rather humid. High
pressure remained to the south of the UK and
low pressure remained to the north putting us
in a constant westerly breeze. On the 12th an
old Atlantic hurricane caused winds to rise to 50
mph at East Midlands Airport but only 3 mm of
rain was recorded. The warmest night was on
the 4th when a minimum of 14°C was logged
thanks to the tropical air in circulation in the
storm. Despite the westerly winds, rainfall was
generally light. There were only three significant
rainfall days in Mountsorrel. These were the
17th, 18th and 20th. The wettest day on the
17th produced 9 mm in Mountsorrel and
probably appreciably more in parts of Quorn
and Loughborough where flooding was
reported. With the rain came spectacular
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lightning and hail. After this brief wet spell the
rest of the month was mainly dry again. A
remarkable heat-wave became established on
the 28th, however, as very hot African air was
drawn northwards by a stationary high pressure
zone over western Europe. This was the first
major high pressure to have affected us since
June. The heat continued to build and on Friday
30th Sutton Bonington logged an incredible
29.2°C making it the warmest place in the entire
country. Saturday 1st saw temperatures break
the all time October record of 29.4°C set in 1985
with 29°C again recorded locally with Gravesend
in Kent reaching 30°C. So a remarkable end to
what was, weather-wise, a fairly quiet
month but most of us enjoyed the late summer
sunshine!
Many thanks to Jim Lofts for his figures!
Phil Morrish
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Records for the fourth quarter of 2011 should
be sent to:
Helen Ikin,
237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse,
Loughborough,
Leics. LE12 8TZ.
email: helen@canids.freeserve.co.uk
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