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NIGHTJARS ON BARDON HILL
The classified records section of Heritage is very short this quarter so we have taken the opportunity
to print a fascinating article written by one of our founder members, John Stacey. You may be familiar
with his book “This Wild Company”, if not, there is a copy in our library available for borrowing.
As a boy, I occasionally came across the eggs of Nightjars in the egg collections of other boys. They
were highly prized. In my teens and early twenties, I often enjoyed the song of this bird on Bardon
Hill, but had little visual contact with it.
After the war, I decided to investigate the presence of Nightjars on the Hill more intensively. The
following notes are copied verbatim from my notebooks of the years 1946 to 1958, the climax of
success being in the year 1948. Each visit during these years quite often revealed some further aspect
of behaviour. Everything was noted in writing immediately on the site, and written up fully in my note
book as soon as possible later. Sketches were made
on the site too. Each location was marked on an
IN THIS EDITION
Ordnance Survey map of the Hill, on my return
home.
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The evening activity of Nightjars frequently
coincided with, or followed closely on, the
appearance of flying white moths. The expert will
recognise and be able to name this moth, which is
associated with felled timber. I'm afraid I can't.
You will notice that I prophesied early in my
observations, (1947), that the felling of the trees
would improve conditions for Nightjars, and my
hopes that their numbers would consequently
increase were happily fulfilled. The hill was later
replanted with young trees. As these have grown
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and covered much of the open space, so the
numbers of Nightjars have decreased.

loping along. "Quoicks", and then churring from
ground, from direction of rhododendrons.

The felling of the old timber, whilst helping
the Nightjars, destroyed nesting sites of many
other birds, amongst them the Redstart,
Sparrow Hawk, Little Owl, Great Spotted
Woodpecker and several others, whose
numbers decreased.

Friday 31st. May. Dull stormy evening.

I have gathered these notes together in the
hope that they will interest you, and that they
will prove of some value in filling in just one
blank space in the knowledge we have of the
bird life of the county.

1946
BARDON DRIVE.
Friday 24th May, dull, cool evening.
At 9.28 pm I heard a Nightjar churring in cleared
patch to east of drive, opposite cottages.
9.30 pm Bird took short flight. There may be
other birds, as I heard several claps from
direction of bushes, away to my left. A windy
night, so sound did not carry too well.
Tuesday 28th May Overcast, cool evening.
At 9.31 pm heard the first short reel of song. I
flushed the bird which rose and flew slowly and
low over vegetation. Its call was "Quoick", deep, with something of the duck sound in it, at
least, to my ears. It repeated it again after
settling. By 9.45 the bird was churring for
minutes on end. It moved from place to place,
called, and then churred again, (unless there are
several birds churring). I had an excellent view
through my glasses of the bird in flight.
Wednesday 29th May. Fair evening. With three
boys of my nature group, searched for two hours
for nest in vain. We flushed one bird.
Thursday 30th May. Fair evening.
Nightjar A. First song at 9.15, then at 9.35. Flew
up with four claps, at time "bubbling" in low key
somewhat like a female cuckoo. Finally four
"Quoicks". Settled and churred.
Nightjar B. South clearing. The first indication
was the frog-like croaks. Pair flew over, playing,
one with tail extended so that I could see
between the feathers. Looked like a small
kestrel. Flew with very slow wing beat, sort of
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Nightjar A. At 9.40 pm, activity commenced in
a different spot again. Many "Quoicks" and claps
of wings. One bird visible flying and calling
"Quoick", and churring taking place presumably
on ground below at same time. Obviously a pair.
Which churrs/ "Quoicks"?
Did not look for B.
Wednesday 5th June. Cloudy, windy, warm
evening.
Nightjar A. Henry Wills and I sat under a bush a
few yards from tall pole. Almost immediately,
(9.20), bird started churring from top of pole. It
dropped off, wings aloft, called "Quoick" several
times, and fluttered off, showing white marks
very distinctly. Later we crouched in bushes
down the pathway, and whilst one reeled from
the other side of the path, one hawked for food
within a few feet of our faces, calling "Quoick"
as it did so. Pair B not in evidence.
Thursday 6th June. Bright, warm. Forest Rock
Hotel, Waterworks.
Whilst sitting on seat outside Forest Rock with
Bert Grimley, at 10.20 pm roughly, I heard
churring from the waterworks plantation. We
investigated more closely, by walking up the side
of the field wall by the shrubbery.
Whilst not actually seeing the bird, probably
owing to the contour of the land, we heard the
three distinctive sounds on several occasions,
the reeling, the “Quoick”, (called many more
times than with either of the other pairs on
Bardon Hill), and the frequent clapping of the
wings. My third locality.
Friday 7th June. Fine warm evening. Forest Rock
Waterworks.
At 10.35 pm bird took to wing. Till 10.40 it flew
continuously over the plantation, calling almost
all the time. Tonight the call seemed more of a
"Quik, Quik", repeated very frequently. On no
single occasion did I hear what I should describe
as the usual "Quoick", which is a softer note
altogether, more "contented". No wing
clapping, no churring. The bird appeared to be
on the wing continuously for an hour, until I left
at 11.35. It was covering a wide range of
territory, the shrubbery and the neighbouring
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fields, and alongside the wood. The "Quik" is
given as the alarm note in the Handbook, but to
the best of my knowledge, the bird had no cause
for alarm. Particularly I think so, as the note was
used all the hour. I also heard on several
occasions, a short guttural “Quuk, quuk", like
someone clearing his throat unobtrusively.
Friday 28th June. Bardon Drive. In clearing A,
reeling commenced at 10.02. It can definitely be
stated there are two birds on each side of
dividing trees, two pairs in all. A bird was heard
reeling from north clearing, and one from south
clearing. Could be three or even four pairs. No
bird heard at Forest Rock.
Sunday 7th July. Fine hot evening. At 10.10 pm
I arrived in east clearing. Birds were churring. I
saw them often on top of pole, top of bushes. I
was given a demonstration of fast flying by one
which streaked silently by me as I was standing
in the middle of the clearing. In the south
clearing, a bird was churring also. I still suspect
one in the north clearing.
Friday 9th August. Irish Hill. 9.40 pm A Nightjar
flew across road in front of me, silent in the
dusk, as I cycled along.

1947
I paid only a few visits to the Nightjars this year,
being busy with photography. The trees have
been felled, and more suitable conditions made
available for Nightjars. I estimate at least eight
pairs, and possibly up to 12, scattered over the
hill. Behaviour normal, except for one
peculiarity. At one place near the pathway
between the clearings, there is a cleared space
two or three yards across, like a dustbath The
preliminary evening activity seems to take place
here, when five to eight birds gather in the dusk,
(though easily visible through glasses from a
score of yards away), and in absolute silence,
dance in the air, and hover, and alight and walk
about alertly, heads raised. Sometimes they
alight on nearby fallen branches, flyaway, to
return almost immediately to this spot. The
second occasion I saw this, I took along W.W.
and Hutchinson who also noted all this peculiar
activity.
Tuesday 3rd June. Hot. A Nightjar was flying and
calling outside my bedroom window around
midnight. Yes, it’s true!
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1948
BARDON HILL CLEARING.
Monday 10th May. Mild, bright evening.
A single bird was singing when I arrived at 9.15
pm. It took to flight and through 8 x 60 glasses
I had a perfect view of the white markings. It
alighted on a curved branch of a felled holly, and
sang for a few minutes before making off, calling
"Quoick". It flew away to my left, and nothing
happened until 9.32, when, again calling, it
returned and recommenced its song. It pitched
beyond the holly, and beyond the "community"
place of last year, and although I could hear it, I
could not see it. After a few minutes, I heard the
"Quoick" call of a bird approaching from my
right. It apparently joined the other one, as
there was much excited wing cracking, followed
by an unusual sub-song, the same pitch as the
normal song, but at a much slower tempo,
almost conversational. I did not hear or see
anything more of the second bird, although I had
the impression that it returned whence it came.
After singing once again from the holly, the first
bird flew over the path to my right, (following
the other one perhaps) and began to sing there.
I left it like this at 9.55. This is my first visit this
year, so they may have been here a day or so.
BARDON HILL.
Thursday 24th June. Fine, cool. With R. Bacon.
Birds seen and heard. Carrion Crow, Rook,
Jackdaw, Magpie, Jay, Starling, Greenfinch,
Linnet, Chaffinch, Yellowhammer, House
Sparrow, Skylark, Tree Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Great
Tit, Blue Tit, Marsh Tit, Spotted Flycatcher,
Chiffchaff (6), Willow Warbler, Grasshopper
Warbler, (one at 11.15 pm) Garden Warbler,
Common Whitethroat, Song Thrush, Blackbird,
Redstart, Robin, Hedge Sparrow, Wren,
Swallow, Swift, Nightjar, Green Woodpecker (a
pair), Great Spotted Woodpecker (one), Little
Owl, Tawny Owl, Wood Pigeon, Stock Dove,
Turtle Dove, Lapwing, Partridge, Pheasant and
Grey Squirrel.
NIGHTJARS
As we approached the clearing, hours before the
Nightjars were due to become active, we heard
the "Quoick" note thrice repeated, mingled with
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the more familiar song of the Song Thrush. This
occurred quite regularly, but at longish intervals,
and I am forced to think it was mimicry on the
part of the Thrush. At 9.35 we were established
in the clearing, quite near to, and with a good
view of the "dust bath" 9.42. Churring started.
9.45. First "Quoick", from a different direction
from above. 9.49. First view of bird. Now it was
still quite light, visibility excellent, and this bird
flew over us and to our right. Whilst still quite
near, and every detail easily visible, (it was a
male), it glided, slowly rolling from side to side,
with wings held aloft, at apparently slightly more
than 45° above the horizontal. Whilst still in this
attitude, and with no downward movement of
the wings, it clapped them smartly together over
its back, wings still stiff, like hands held together
at the wrists, palms facing, and smartly clapped.
This, whilst not entirely conclusive, proved that
the clapping sound can be, and is, made in this
manner.
Soon after this, Bacon saw a bird drop, with
wings elevated again from a high position in an
Ash tree. This bird sang again, and after listening
for a few minutes without actually checking time
of duration, it dawned on us that it was an
unusually long burst of song. We decided to time
its next song, and it lasted from 10.01 to 10.11,
a full ten minutes. We timed other songs later,
but not again did it sing so long. This long song
came from a perching position from 10 to 15
feet high in another Ash tree. A short song
followed, then one of four minutes duration.
10.26. The bird flew into the first Ash, the one
from which Bacon saw it descend, and alighted
from 25 to 30 feet high, and commenced to sing.
Both of us watched it fly into the tree and alight,
Bacon with the naked eye, myself with the 8 x
60 glasses. With wing flapping the bird left, flew
back to the left across the clearing, and sang
from low down.
10.32. The song from the ground ceased, and,
being prepared with our glasses, we again
watched it fly to the same point in the tree and
begin a short song. I kept it under observation
with my glasses, and in a few moments I was
able to see the bird, with much “Quoicking" and
wing flapping, leave its perch, circle the tree,
and alight at a bare branch. There its silhouette
reminded me of a walking House Martin, head
up, tail up.
LNC Heritage Edition 209

This action of flying to the tree, alighting,
singing, wing flapping and circling the tree,
leaving tree and flying to the left across the
scrub to sing from the ground (?) in another
place, took place repeatedly, almost always
accompanied by the same ritual of song etc., so
that by the song and the cessation of it, we were
able to tell where the bird was and what it was
doing all the time. After the wing flapping and
circling of the tree, the bird frequently
"bubbled” - all this from one bird whilst under
observation, - singing, quoicking, bubbling, wing
flapping. Midsummer night, a bright clear sky,
no wind, quite light, a perfect night for
observation, excluding any chance of confusion.
Meantime, at 10.45, three birds were in the air
together over the dustbath and Holly, the one
above was singing from the Ash and the ground,
and another one was singing from the scrub
behind the trees, giving us a total of five birds
identified at one given moment.
USE OF DUSTBATH
It was obvious that this bare patch of ground still
had some attraction for the birds, although I did
not see it used as last year.
Shortly after our first sight of the 9.49 bird, one
Nightjar only flew to, and alighted on the dust
bath, but, becoming aware of our presence,
(perhaps by our raising our glasses, I think), it
flew off immediately and alighted on the curved
top of the Holly, where it stayed for quite a
while.
We were too near and it was too light. I think I
made the mistake of taking the boldness or
indifference of the bird too much for granted.
Later, another, or perhaps the same bird,
hovered for a brief moment over the dustbath
as if to alight, but it changed its mind. As
described above, three birds were in the air
together in that vicinity.
We passed the Hall on our way home, and
walked into the clearing below the hill top there.
One bird was singing and another "Quoicking”
at the same time, thus bringing our total of
identifiable individuals to seven. At this, we had
not explored the summit or northerly slopes of
the hill at all, so it should not be assumed that
this was the complete total of birds.
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Friday 2nd. July, Cool, fine, dull with Bacon. This
evening was devoted more to a census. We
erected a hide of brushwood by the dustbath,
but nothing happened. There was not so much
activity and restlessness on the part of our
tree-singing bird, although he sang from the tree
again. (We examined this tree early in the
evening and confirmed the height of the singing
station as 30 feet.) The longest song by the bird
tonight was eight minutes.

normal, deeper-noted churr, which would be
accompanied by breathing out.

9.39 pm. First song, three minutes earlier than
a week ago, with shortening days. This was
followed by quoicking.

9.23. First churring heard. Bird No. 1. Moving
further over, bird No. 2 was seen in flight and
heard quoicking, from a stone heap behind
trees.

9.40 pm. Song from another direction, first still
singing. Two flew by, with quoicking and
flapping at the same time. Here again is the
problem. Assuming the two singing birds to be
males, and assuming that only male quoicks and
flaps, here is another male in the air, with what,
a male or a female?
The BUBBLING
I am under the impression, gained after much
thought and listening, (although l am not
musical), that this noise is caused in precisely
the same way as the churring, but the vibrations
gradually slow down, producing the slower
rhythm, the lower pitch of the notes.
VARIATION IN CHURRING
There are two distinct notes in the churring, the
regular, deeper, stronger churr, which is varied
at fairly regular intervals by a slighter higher
churr, at the same rhythm, but for a
comparatively shorter interval of time thus;
•••••••••

•••••••••
••••••••••
••••••••••

and so on. This has been ascribed to the bird
turning its head. I cannot agree with this. In the
first place the bird could not possibly breathe
out for 10 minutes. I have watched the bird
churring for long periods with this varied pitch,
and have noted the variation unaccompanied
by head turning. I put forward the suggestion
that it could perhaps be caused by the bird
breathing in, briefly, before continuing the
LNC Heritage Edition 209

11.30 pm. Only one Nightjar singing, but
Grasshopper Warbler was going strong.
Tuesday 20th July. Close, cloudy. With D. Hall.
Observation was concentrated on the north and
north-eastern slopes, roughly the third quarter
of the hill I have studied. Consequently, all the
following findings are new.

Bird No. 3 was most active. This bird was a male.
Light was very good indeed throughout the early
part of observation. I was first attracted to the
bird by Quoick. The bird flew low, calling, and
displaying its white. Its main interest was on a
cleared space, like the other dust bath, but
larger and much more open. It alighted
frequently in various parts of this clearing, but
mostly on a small broken branch, at a position
of two inches above the ground. Flying round it
would approach quite near to us, and alighted
on the ground in five different localities,
including the main one mentioned above. It also
alighted on several different fallen branches, but
the most unusual position assumed was in the
very small dead twigs of a fallen tree, where it
took up the normal perching position of a
passerine. Here it had difficulty in maintaining
balance, and was obliged to rock forwards and
backwards, using its tail to give it balance. So at
times the tail was out behind it, at others down,
“between its legs". In the evening light, when
perched thus, the bird looked very light with a
dark eye mark, but it looked more normal when
on the ground.
Bird No. 4 churred from my right, down the
slope, more to the north-east.
Bird No. 6 churred further ahead, nearer the
summit, more on the direct north of the hill.
This brings my estimated total of birds to date
this year to:
Birds churring 8 + 4 = 12
Birds quoicking only 1 + 2 = 3
Total 15
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In addition to the unusual perch noted above,
two fresh aspects were revealed to me. The first
was the alarm note, which it maintained almost
continually, for a long period, all the time we
were disturbing it. I tried to note it phonetically,
but the nearest I could get was "pik, pik, pik,
pik". If I had heard the note without being aware
of the bird from which it issued, I think I might
have been inclined to think it was an alarmed
Blackbird, "pik-piking" in rather a subdued
manner. It went on as monotonously as this, for
quite a while. The second feature was the
hovering flight. It was carried out mostly over
the main clear space, before and between its
periods of alighting. The posture was something
like this, with rapidly vibrating wings, which
never appeared to drop below the rather sharp
upward angle indicated.

located on 2nd July) on those parts of the hill I
have visited, that is roughly one half, to the
south and east of the summit.

This "still" station in the air was assumed in
several localities, never more than a few feet
above the ground or bracken, but as I say,
mostly over the main clear space. The pik, pik
note went on continuously during this. Later,
while another bird churred from below it, this
bird quoicked and flapped its wings, (above bird
No. 4), and bubbled once. I did not notice the
rise and fall in churring tonight, all songs of short
duration.

Of these nine birds, eight were singing
(together) and one quoicking at the same time.
If only the male churrs, then there could be a
minimum of 16 birds, assuming all singing birds
are mated. If only male churrs and quoicks,
there could be a minimum of 18 birds, again
assuming all males are mated. Should these
successfully have two young, there is the
possibility of 36 Nightjars on one half of Bardon
Hill.

By 10.20 all song and activity had ceased. A high
wind sprang up and brought over rain clouds
with a cold drizzle.

Thursday 29th July. Hot, fine. It was my
intention tonight to walk over the land I had not
yet explored and take a quick count of Nightjars
in this area. This was the northern side, the part
nearest the Greenhill footpath

The birds marked 1, that is first identification,
(with the exception of the two to the west on
the way home,) five birds in all were observed
from point marked P. We did not explore further
east or north-east. Two singing birds that
evening stood for a total of five birds. (In the
case of the westerly couple, one sang, one
quoicked = two birds.) If only the male sang, or
quoicked, it would be easy to say that the eight
singing birds on the map, seen on 24th June and
2nd July 1948, represented 16 birds, or eight
pairs. But I am not convinced that only the male
sings. I have heard two birds churr together, not
as one might expect, one to the other, as male
to female or vice versa. Again, one bird is
capable of all four, or five or more, vocal and
other demonstrations of noise.
If male and female churr, then there must be a
minimum of nine birds, (all identified and
LNC Heritage Edition 209

9.12 pm: Short burst from a Grasshopper
Warbler.
9.17 pm: ditto
9.28 pm: First quoick.
9.29 pm: Churring commenced.
9.35 pm: One bird quoicking, one churring.
9.40 pm: Two churring, one quoicking north of
road. No. 4 of last night now singing too.
9.41 pm: No. 6 of last night started up singing.
9.43 pm: Crossroads near quarry. Three birds
flying round my head. One at least a male. No.
6 singing. Quoicking still below road. One of the
three called, "tuck, tuck--tuck, tuck”, a new
note.
9.52 pm: Down the path towards home. One
flew and quoicked to my right, one ditto to my
left.
10.10 pm: Most activity ceased.
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It was rather difficult to determine exactly how
many birds there were. One may say at least
seven, with a strong possibility of ten. At any
rate, ten were seen and heard in different parts
of the area, too far distant, and at too close
intervals of song to be the same birds
overlapping, although I cannot absolutely dismiss
this possibility. Then again, there is the possibility
of birds wandering from one area of the hill to
another, although I have come across no
evidence to support this, rather the opposite. For
instance, birds can be heard singing in the same
site, visit after visit. Observation by one person
offers many difficulties. The area is too vast to
be covered in one visit, because of the limited
time of activity. In fact, I have not covered it all
yet thoroughly, in my many visits. The light is
obviously very bad for moving about on the
difficult ground, so full of snags and pitfalls.
Many birds can be identified by sight, but for
many, one has to rely upon the ears alone. And
the birds move about, but normally, one can
soon decide the extent of the area they cover.
But just as one begins to decide these areas and
all birds are singing well, suddenly one or more
birds appear in the sky around one's head,
sometimes silently, sometimes with the gentle
call, sometimes with the agitated call note.
From my observations, I should say that a total
of 28 birds have been located.
Singing birds = 15
Quoicking = 7
In flight, extra to the others = 6 .
LNC Heritage Edition 209

Observation commenced on 10th May and the
date of this note is 29th July. Five visits were
made, 10th May, 24th June, 2nd July, 20th July,
and 29th July. Approximately three hours per
visit were spent on the ground. The above list is
not too clear, as many birds both quoicked and
sang, but if singing occurred at all, I included the
bird under the first heading.

1951
BARDON HILL.
Thursday 28th June. With Jack Oswin.
A quick visit to see if any Nightjars were on the
Hill. First bird seen about 9.55 pm. Song
commenced soon after. Then quoicking and
wing flapping and churring from various
directions. Possibly four or five locations, at least
three certain.
COPT OAK CROSSROADS
Same night. As we were parting company, one
bird was heard churring from direction of
church, at 10.30.
BARDON ROAD GARAGE.
Friday 29th June. Whilst fetching petrol at 10.17
pm, I saw a Nightjar appear from over the hedge
across the road. It hawked high over a tall tree
to my right, and disappeared along the hedge
side.
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1952
BARDON HILL.
7th August. Drizzling, warm. With Jack Oswin,
Molly & Mabel Towle.
Estimated number - 7. Calling commenced at
9.10, song at 9.20. Female circled us calling
"quik, quik". All quiet at 9.30. Should say, from
these limited observations, the numbers are
maintained.

1953
BARDON HILL.
Not so many Nightjars this year.

1958
BARDON HILL.
13th May. At 9.40 pm a single Nightjar appeared
on usual singing post, churred for a very short
period, then flew down and out of sight. I waited
another ten minutes, but nothing happened.
On the 20th May, I watched and waited by the
song post for a Nightjar, but had no luck.
This was my last contact with Nightjars in
Leicestershire. I have made several visits to
Bardon Hill in the last few years, and have
searched for them in vain in other apparently
suitable localities.
There still remain a few small clearings on Bardon Hill, and perhaps in the future I may hear
again the churring of this mysterious bird of
the twilight, but I have my doubts.

CLASSIFIED RECORDS
MAMMALS
Despite the inclement weather, members
sent in records of 12 mammals this quarter.
The only Hedgehog was a dead one on the
A6 at Birstall seen by PD.
Mole activity was noted all through the
quarter at Swithland, in Martin’s Wood at the
end of February and at Quorn and Rothley
during March. At Thrussington, Little Dalby,
Grimston Tunnel, Bradgate Park, Castle
Donington and Moscow Farm near Burrough on
the Hill on various dates throughout the quarter
and in January at Bushby, Belton in Rutland,
Stonton Wyville and Hallaton.
J & CG had a Pygmy Shrew in their back
garden in Holwell on 8 February and one was
careless enough to get caught in a mouse trap
in FCPs’ garden in Bushby. It was identified by
its distinctive teeth which were clasping a
peanut when it died – not the usual fare for
shrews so it must have been extra hungry. Head
and body measured 5.5 cm and its tail 4 cm.
A Brown Rat was spotted at Stonton Wyville
by GP.
The only Brown Hare sighting was of two
seen by PH in an arable field near Piper Wood
on 12 March.
Rabbits were more frequent. Between four
and six were seen regularly at the Ashby Road
end of Tickow Lane at Shepshed, small numbers
are usually grazing on the A6 island in
Loughborough, they are commonly seen in
Swithland, several were seen at Belton in
Rutland and singles were seen at Old Dalby and
Moscow Farm, several around a warren at
Glooston and footprints in the snow at Burrough
Hill and signs at Field Farm near Castle
Donington and at Hemington.
Grey Squirrels were noted at Old Dalby,
regularly on JH’s Loughborough bird table, up
to four in HBH’s Loughborough garden and in
early February PH watched one which seemed
to be trying to drive a Magpie out of an apple
tree in his garden in Shepshed.
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GP was lucky enough to see a Stoat, still in
its normal brown coat, along a lane near Stonton
Wyville. It sat up and looked at her briefly.
Seven members recorded Red Foxes this
quarter. Dead ones on the A6 at Birstall, at
Markfield, Great Stretton and two in Anstey, live
ones were seen in Holwell, near Martinshaw
Wood and on the De Montfort University
Campus in the middle of Leicester with three
sightings in Birstall. Foxes were visiting gardens
for food in Shepshed and Loughborough where
JH has had the same distinctive fox regularly
visiting his garden for three years, since she was
the smallest of a litter of cubs. She waits for her
food each night and prefers bones. Droppings
were noted on an ant hill at Thorpe Langton and
found regularly in Swithland. Mating calls were
heard in Diseworth during February and March.
All PD’s mammals this quarter have been
dead! She noted two Badger corpses on roads
at Birstall and near Ulverscroft Grange. Other
road kills have been noted near Somerby (2),
along the A6 Quorn bypass (3), at Groby, Three
Gates, Billesdon, Skeffington, East Norton, Great
Stretton, and at Cosby where two cubs were
found dead. Three Charnwood setts showed
recent activity at the beginning of March with
fresh bedding at the entrances and recent
digging at the end of March. Footprints were
seen in mud at Church Langton and in snow at
Burrough Hill. A latrine was noted at Moscow
Farm. A live Badger was crossing the road near
Hunt’s Hill in mid-March and one visits a
Loughborough garden on odd days, knocking off
the dustbin lid in its attempts to reach the birds’
fat balls, which it consumes – leaving the plastic
bag.
A dead male Muntjac, hit by a car, at
Rothley was seen by two members, a live one
was watched near Swithland at 3 pm one day at
the end of March and another was seen trotting
along a field hedgerow at Glooston on 4
February.
A Fallow Deer, presumably escaped from
Bradgate, was grazing in woodland on Warren
Hill on 20 February.
Thanks to members for their behaviour
notes which have helped to make this thin
edition of Heritage more interesting.
Helen Ikin
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BIRDS
There were two double-figure counts of
Mute Swans 52 on The Straight (Grand Union
Canal) in Leicester on 2 February and 17 in
flooded fields next to Cossington Meadows on
2 March. Small numbers were at a further six
sites. One appeared to be sitting on a nest in
Birstall on 25 February. Thirteen Whooper
Swans arrived at Swithland Reservoir in a
blizzard on 11 March with 11 still there the
following day.
Flocks of geese were few and far between
and the only double-figure counts noted were
20 Greylag Geese at Cropston Reservoir on 12
January with 15 at Cossington Meadows on 2
March and 14 Canada Geese at Cossington
South Lakes on 20 March.
A single Shelduck was located at Cropston
Reservoir on 9 January, whilst six distinct pairs
of Mandarin Duck were at the same site on 9
March with a pair at Charnwood Lodge’s Colony
Reservoir on the last day of the quarter. There
were some good counts of wintering Wigeon
the best being 151 at Cossington Meadows on
2 March, 90 at Cossington South Lakes on 20
February and 37 at Birstall Meadows the
following day. Gadwall started to pair up from
mid-February with five pairs at Cropston Res on
the 10th whilst 46 (mainly pairs) at Cossington
Meadows on 2 March included displaying birds.
The largest count of Teal was also at this site on
the same day when 95 were noted. Other
double-figure counts came from: Birstall
Meadows, 69 on 21 February; Swithalnd
Reservoir, 45 on 28 March with 35 there on the
12th and Kelham Bridge, 11 on the 5th. The
River Lin in Bradgate Park had the highest count
of Mallard, with 79 there on 30 January, with
counts in excess of ten from a further three
locations. Small numbers of Shoveler were at
just two waters during the quarter, Cossington
Meadows and Cropston Reservoir. Swithalnd
Reservoir had the only count of note of Pochard
with 30 there on 12 March. There were three
sites with flocks of Tufted Duck in excess of 20,
Cossington Meadows, Cropston Reservoir and
Sence Valley Forest Park. The two long-staying
Velvet Scoter were still at Swithland Reservoir
during the early part of January but by the 13th
there was only one although this remained until
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the middle of March. Only Swithland Reservoir
had decent numbers of Goldeneye with around
30 regularly recorded through the quarter.
Most records of Goosander came from the
Soar Valley area with the highest count being six
at both Cossington Meadows on 2 March and
on the river at Birstall on 5 January. Away from
here, a pair was at Sence Valley Forest Park
between 3 and 10 March.
Small numbers of Red-legged Partridge
were noted at seven sites including two gardens,
whilst the only Grey Partridge seen was a pair
at Stoughton in February and March. Groups of
Pheasant were located at 19 widespread
locations the largest count being 16 in a Rothley
garden on 6 March probably attracted to fallen
seed from bird feeders.
There were just four records of Cormorants
in the quarter and were obviously underrecorded with no mention of any of the nesting
colonies in the area. One or two Little Egrets
were seen at ten widespread sites throughout
the quarter. Small numbers of Grey Heron came
from six sites but, as with Cormorant, no
mention was made of the Heronries in the area.
Little Grebes were noted at just five sites
with the highest count being four at Albert
Village Lake on 30 March. The rather inclement
weather during the early part of the year no
doubt upset a number of bird species none
more-so than Great Crested Grebe with the
largest count being just five at both Sence Valley
Forest Park and Cropston Reservoir, the later

Great Crested Grebe © Jim Graham
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Sparrowhawk © Jim Graham

site normally holding ten times this number
during a first quarter period. However, a pair
was already reed-dancing by 1 March at
Swithland Reservoir.
All mention of Red Kite came from the east
of the county with records in all three months.
Sparrowhawk were at 16 sites including four
gardens. Buzzard was encountered at 35
widespread locations mainly in ones and twos
throughout the quarter showing how well this
bird has recovered during recent years. By
contrast records of Kestrel came from just 12
locations compared to 30 in the same quarter
in 2012. Swithland Reservoir was the main site
for Peregrine. An injured female found at
Bradgate Park in December 2012 was released
back at the same location on 8 March.
Single Water Rail were found at three sites
in March: Cropston Reservoir, Sence Valley
Forest Park and Watermead CP North. There
were no double-figure counts of Moorhen and
records came from eight sites, the highest count
being seven at both Cossington Meadows on 2
March in a Swithland garden on various dates
during the quarter. Numbers of Coot were also
low with just two sites having double-figure
counts the highest being 41 at Cropston
Reservoir and 27 at Cossington Meadows.
Oystercatcher were located at three sites all
in March, two at both Cossington Meadows and
Hicks Lodge on the 2nd and 30th respectively
and one at Cropston Reservoir on the 10th. The
best counts of Lapwing were in the Cossington
area with between 150 and 215 there between
20 February and 2 March. A flock of 50 were
flying east over Kelham Bridge on 28 February.
The highest count of Snipe was 37 at Stoughton
11 January with single-figures at two other sites.
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The only Woodcock was one seen coming out
of Coppice Wood at Bradgate Park at dusk on 9
January. The only two record of wintering Green
Sandpiper was one at Swithland Reservoir on 3
January.
Gulls were once again under-recorded and
the only significant record received was 650
Common Gulls feeding fields off the Oakham
Road at Somerby on 14 March.
Most Stock Dove records were of one or two
with six at Bradgate Park. No feeding flocks were
noted. There were two three-figure counts of
Wood Pigeon with 700 at Great Easton on 29
January and 400 at Sibson on 1 March. The later
site also held the largest count of Collared Dove
with 12 on the same date. Smaller numbers
came from a further ten locations.
Single Barn Owls were reported from five
locations whilst the only Little Owls being
recorded were a pair at Bradgate Park, one in a
Cropston garden and one sitting on the top of
an old shed in Somerby. All reports of Tawny
Owl came from gardens in Rothley, Cropston
and Holwell. There was no influx of Short-eared
Owls this year possibly due to any prey items
being flooded out at however, up to two were
present in DAP’s garden from 5 February to the
end of the quarter.
Kingfisher were noted from Puddledyke,
Cossington Meadows and Groby Pool. Reports
of Green Woodpeckers came from 17
widespread sites including 4 gardens. The
highest count was seven at Bradgate Park on 7
March. Great Spotted Woodpeckers were even
more widespread with 22 sites involved
including six gardens with drumming birds or
pairs reported from five. Once again, no records
were received for Lesser Spotted Woodpecker.
Considering how abundant Magpies are, few
records were received and the highest count
was five in SFW’s garden on 25 February. Jay
were found at ten sites with mainly one or two
birds involved. The largest counts of Jackdaw
were both in January: 250 at Hoby on the 4th
and 130 at Bradgate Park on the 21st. Hoby also
had the largest count of Rooks with 250 on 4
January. A Rookery with 30 active nests was
found near Lockington on 30 March. Counts of
Carrion Crow were in single figures from just
seven sites. One or two Raven were seen at
LNC Heritage Edition 209

seven widespread sites with display and calling
noted at three.
Records of Goldcrests came from 11 sites
mainly of one or two. The best and only doublefigure count of Blue Tit came from Swithland
Wood with 14 there on 9 January. This was also
where the best count of Great Tits were located
with eight there the same day. Small numbers
of Coal Tit were recorded at nine sites but ten
were found at The Outwoods on 23 January. The
most regular site for Willow Tit was Kelham
Bridge where same numbers occurred
throughout the quarter. There were even few
records of Marsh Tit with two birds noted at
Swithland Wood on 9 January the only ones
mentioned.
No significant wintering flocks of Sky Lark
were noted but records of singing or display
came from six sites where the highest count was
six at Cropston on 7 March.
The only record of Sand Martin in the
quarter was two flying low over Cropston
Reservoir on the early date of 10 March.
Singing Cetti’s Warblers were heard in all
three months at Watermead CP North. Longtailed Tits were widely recorded from 14 sites
with double-figure counts coming from three:
19 at Stonton Wyville on 3 January, 12 in a
Holwell garden on the 20th and 11 in St James’
churchyard, Birstall on 11 February.
Wintering Chiffchaff were reported in all
three months. However, it was a long-staying
bird at Quorn and Barrow Sewage Works that
was causing consternation for the birdwatching
fraternity. A pale individual was noted late in
February and was heavily watched over the next
couple of weeks: a recording of its call seems to
indicate the bird being a Siberian Chiffchaff. All
wintering Blackcaps were reported from
gardens involving seven birds from five sites.
The first in song was noted at Quorn on 3 March.
Numbers of Waxwing hanging over from
December were much lower, all occurring in
January, with 50 at the Birstall Park and Ride on
the 11th the best count from five sites.
One or two Nuthatch were at nine sites
including four gardens, taking advantage of the
feeding stations. Treecreeper were noted at just
three localities.
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Linford where the bird was paddling in a the
puddle on the flat roof of a tearoom. There was
no indication of any wintering flocks of Pied
Wagtail from any of the usual sites during the
period. The only double-figure count of
Meadow Pipit came from Bradgate Park when
16 were recorded on 8 January.

Nuthatch © Jim Graham

Most Wren records were of singles from
nine sites but at least five were at Castle
Gardens on 2 February.
There were some good records of Starling
with counts in excess of 300 from four sites:
“several thousand” at Spinney Hills, Leicester on
28 February; 1,000 at Bushby on 17 March, 500
at Stonton Wyville on 4 January and 300 at Far
Coton on 1 March. There were just two doublefigure counts of Blackbirds, both from gardens,
18 at Holwell on 20 January and 14 at Cropston
on the 14th.
Conversely, there were four three-figure
flocks of Fieldfare: 200 at Rothley on 9 January,
120 at both Bradgate Park and Far Coton on 21
January and 1 March respectively, and 100 at
Charnwood Lodge on 2 January. As seems to be
normal, there were smaller numbers of Redwing
with 120 at Puddledyke on 9 January the highest
count. There were two flocks of 50, at Buddon
Wood on 16 January and Sibson on 1 March.
Song Thrushes were at 18 sites, including eight
gardens, mainly in ones and twos, with full song
noted from 6 January onwards. Records of
Mistle Thrush came from nine sites with song
noted at three of these.
There were no significant records of Robins
or Dunnock during the quarter. The pair of
Stonechat at Bradgate Park during December
2012 was still there until 12 January but was not
seen after this date.
Few records were received for House
Sparrow and the only record of note was a party
of 38 frequenting ACR’s garden through the
quarter. A group of five Tree Sparrows at Far
Coton on 1 March was the only record.

Double-figure counts of Chaffinch were
noted at three sites: Skeffington with 75 on 13
March, Far Coton with 32 on the 1st and
Horninghold with 30 on 13 January. There were
two Brambling at Stonton Wyville on 17
January, two in DBF’s Hugglescote garden on the
17th and up to two in J&CG’s Holwell garden
from the 7th until 23 March at least. There were
no significant counts of Greenfinch which were
recorded from just seven locations including five
gardens. By far the largest count of Goldfinches
was 60 in pre-roost flight at Bushby. The only
other counts in excess of 30 came from Kibworth
Harcourt with 40 on 12 January, 37 at Birstall on
7 February and 32 at Cropston on 6 March.
Records of Siskin came from 12 locations but
by far and away the highest count came from
JG’s Cropston garden where six birds on 1
January slowly increased until there were 182
on 10 March. The flock of 150 at Bradgate Park
on 21 January may well have been the same
roaming birds. There was also 30 in DAP’s
Swithland garden through the period. The only
large wintering flock of Linnet noted was 100 at
Great Easton on 29 January. Of the eight
localities where Lesser Redpoll were recorded,
four were member’s gardens with 35 on feeders
in DAP’s Swithland garden between 12 and 23
February. There were 18 in Quorn on 1 January
and 15 visited PHG’s Quorn garden on 1 March.
The only record of Crossbill was one calling
as it flew over Beacon Hill CP on 3 January. Small
numbers of Bullfinch were noted at eight
widespread sites throughout the quarter. There
were no significant flocks of Yellowhammer for
the quarter, 20 at Glooston on 1 February and
16 at Grimston on 27 March the only counts in
excess of ten. Up to 20 Reed Bunting were at
Riddlington on 20 February and ten in PHG’s
Quorn garden on 1 March.
Jim Graham

Single Grey Wagtail were found at The
Outwoods, Swithland Reservoir and Newtown
LNC Heritage Edition 209
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS & FISH
Tony Onions has had a spell in hospital so
the report for this quarter is held over until next
time. We wish him a very speedy recovery.

BUTTERFLIES
The prolonged, cold, frosty weather of this
winter quarter resulted in a very near total
absence of activity as far as our local butterfly
fauna was concerned and only three species
were reported.
A Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni was seen
briefly in my daughter and son-in-law's (JH &
BH) garden in Warwick Avenue, Quorn on 4
February and another was seen in Priors
Coppice in Rutland on 5 March and reported to
Frank Pickering of Bushby.

Brimstone © Stephen Woodward

Also on the 5 March a Small Tortoiseshell
Aglais urticae was seen visiting winterflowering heather in FTS's Barlestone garden
and a Peacock Inachis io was becoming active
in JH's garden shed in Farndale Drive in
Loughborough.

MOTHS
Yet again we have been plagued with very
few suitable evenings worthy of operating a
moth trap and this is the quarter we have the
least chance for finding any moths away from
light, consequently we have no other records
from any members, not even anything to a
kitchen window.
There has been no report of a follow up on
any Dotted Chestnut Conistra rubiginea after
the tantalising appearance of the two last
March. The best we could manage was an
evening at Charnwood Lodge on 5 January
where the temperature hovered around 6°C
and produced 74 moths of six species. The first
species to arrive was three Tortricodes
alternella, almost as soon as the lights were
switched on. Good numbers of Pale Brindled
Beauty Phigalia pilosaria and Spring Usher
Agriopis leucophaearia, 14 and 42 respectively.
Just two Dotted Border Agriopis marginaria,
eight Mottled Umber Erannis defoliaria and
five Chestnut Conistra vaccinii rounded off a
promising start to the year. Sadly, as we were
all due to find, the weather took a turn for the
worse and put paid to further opportunities.
Anyone finding themselves driving during
the first couple of hours of darkness of an
evening may have noticed that there were
actually moths out and about. They have to get
on with business as usual (well, as best they
can) it’s just us mortals that have difficulty in
straying far from the central heating.
Graham and Anona Finch

BEETLES

Peacock © Stephen Woodward

It is rare indeed for so few butterflies to be
seen up until the end of March.
Peter Gamble
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Almost all of our reported beetle records
are from casual sightings so in light of our
recent weather conditions, it’s hardly surprising
that there have been no other records from
members for this quarter. I personally have
been able to find very few individuals and have
had to resort to additional methods to seek
them out. The £19.99 I lavishly spent on a pair
of “luxury” kneepads towards the end of last
year has proven to be one of the more sensible
pieces of equipment I have purchased to date.
They have certainly been put to the test this
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year, as I seem to have covered most of the
paths and tracks at Cloud Wood on all fours.
Looking behind bark, under stones and dead
wood has been supplemented with getting
down and personal to sieve grass and/or reed
tussocks with often, amazing results. The result
of walking around with a plastic garden sieve,
an old washing up bowl while sporting a snazzy
pair of blue kneepads has been the quizzical
looks and the swift increase in distance
between them and me, at least you get left
alone to get on with what you want to do.
Sieving is something I had been meaning to do
for some time, but being a relative newcomer
to “serious” beetle recording had not got
around to it. First attempt at sieving was at
Charnwood Lodge on 3 March, three tussocks
produced at least 100 small Pterostichus
individuals. Only six specimens were taken and
these all keyed out to be Pterostichus diligens,
which indeed does have a liking for wet/marshy
upland type of habtat. Inhabiting the same
tussocks included specimens of Stenus,
Philonthus, and Tachyporus, belonging to the
“challenging” family of Staphylinidae, needless
to say only a few individuals were identified to
species level. In total, 27 different species were
recorded during this quarter, proving even in
these continuous atrocious weather conditions
there are still plenty of opportunities out there
for us to while away the time.
The only sighting of Carabus nemoralis was
a singleton at Brown’s Hay found inside a rotten
Alder stump on 3 March. Carabus
problematicus was recorded from Bardon Hill
on 17 February and Ulverscroft NR on 5 January
both inside rotten logs. No doubt relishing in
the abundance of snails and slugs Cychrus
caraboides was recorded at several sites on the
Charnwood Forest and also in Ambion Wood,

Leistus spinibarbis © Stephen Woodward
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interestingly all sightings were under
rotten/rotting logs on the ground. Leistus
spinibarbis was found at Ulverscroft NR in
January and Kelham Bridge in March, its close
relative Leistus fulvibarbis was found under
bark in Ambion Wood in March. For the last two
species you would think having long thin
spindly legs, antennae and palps would be
more of a hindrance when spending most of
your time scurrying under stones or behind
bark. Loricera pilicornis continues to be found
widespread, with the highest total being 25 at
Ambion Wood in March. The reddish brown
and dark yellow Ocys harpaloides was out and
about in March recorded at several sites on the
Forest and also at Ambion Wood. Surprisingly
only a single Pterostichus madidus was
recorded, which was found under stones at

Pterostichus madidus © Stephen Woodward

Bardon Hill on 17 February. Kelham Bridge and
Ambion Wood were the only sites Paranchus
albipes was recorded from. At home in Ibstock,
we had a single Agonum fuliginosum turn up in
the rebates of our back door, I guess it was
either trying to get in or get out, wonder which?
The most widespread species recorded was
Platynus assimilis with over 50 individuals from
ten sites. A single Bradycellus harpalinus was
found by sieving grass tussocks at Cloud Wood
on 31 March, the same sampling method at
Kelham Bridge on 16 March produced two
Demetrias atricapillus and one Paradromius
linearis. A total of 14 Silpha atrata were
recorded from five sites, with most individuals
of the dark reddish variety. A strange looking
beetle was taken from Kelham Bridge on 16
March and after much deliberation was
tentatively identified as Olophrum piceum this
was confirmed by Steve Lane at a later date.
Although not that obvious at first glance, it
belongs to the Staphylinidae, it is dark reddish
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OTHER INSECTS
This quarter, as you would have suspected,
has not been very fruitful as far invertebrates
are concerned. The terrible easterly winds we
all experienced, coupled with freezing
temperatures kept many of our older members
just wrapped up to keep warm, including me.
So little if anything was recorded.
Silpha atrata © Stephen Woodward

brown and about 5mm favouring damp places.
Another “Staph” Stenus bimaculatus was
found on 13 March at Cloud Wood, this one
looks like a typical rove beetle, blackish with a
reddish/orange spot on each of its short wing
cases. The familiar Devil’s Coach Horse Ocypus
olens was disturbed from a pile of rotting logs
at Ulverscroft on 5 January, at the same site on
9 February a single Rhizophagus bipustulatus
was found under bark. The only ladybird
species to be recorded was a single 7-spot
ladybird Coccinella septempunctata at Bardon
Hill on 17 February. Just inside the barrier at
Fox Covert Ulverscroft NR, on Birch Polypore
Piptoporus betulinus, about 12 Tetratoma
fungorum adults were found, I’d like to say
chasing each other around, but I’ve never seen
a beetle move so slow!
Beginning this year I have slightly altered
the format for reporting our Coleopterous
sightings. The current format is based around
my own records, which are kept on Mapmate.
By using the export facility within Mapmate I
can generate a list report in systematic order
(at the moment it is following Duff, 2008, this
may change to the new Duff, 2012 checklist
edition when/if Mapmate gets this updated).
This makes the task of sorting all the records
quite a bit easier for me and so is purely for my
benefit, hope this is suitable for everyone.
Graham Finch

I had nothing in my city garden, FTS in his
productive garden at Barlestone drew a blank
and even our most intrepid of reporters, HI and
SFW failed miserably. But one member saved
the day with a few sightings of Hymenoptera,
so first prize goes to PHG for a smattering of
records from his garden at Quorn. This garden
must be well sheltered but all of his visitors
gained sustenance from his winter-flowering
Honeysuckle Lonicera fragrantissima, his
records as follows;
Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris, a
single sighting on 4 March. Tree Bumblebee
Bombus hypnorum, a queen on Honeysuckle
on 14 March and again on the 16th and several
subsequent days. One Hive Bee Apis mellifera
was seen briefly on 28 February, with several
visiting Honeysuckle blossom on 4 March and
several present on and off for the remainder off
the month.
There has been a lot of speculation in the
press recently of the use of pesticides
containing neonicotinoids in agriculture, I have
little doubt that this and other pesticides are
causing a lot of grief to our wildlife in general,
not only bees but all sorts of invertebrates are
sadly reduced in numbers, this is having a
greater effect further up the food chain, one
can only see our common farmland birds such
as Skylarks, Linnets, Yellowhammers and Grey
Partridge decreasing year on year, which I think
is a lot to do with insufficient insects in which to
feed their young in the breeding season. I feel
Rachel Carson’s 'Silent Spring' may now be truly
upon us: this I hasten to add is just a personal
view. But with GM crops, increasing pesticides
and fertilizers much of our agricultural land is
fast becoming an outdoor laboratory.
I have been checking the first appearance in
my garden of Anthophora plumipes over the
last decade and all but one of my first sightings
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Erratum
In Heritage 208 The Solitary Wasp Odynerus
spinipes was found at Ketton not at Clipsham as
reported.

FLOWERING PLANTS and FERNS

Anthophora plumipes © Stephen Woodward

have been in March, usually males, most
records towards the end of the month, but the
earliest sighting was 15 March in 2012 and only
a single record for April with both sexes present
on 2 April 2005. This year, the first sighting of a
male was 12 April, nectaring on winterflowering Honeysuckle and the first female not
until 20 April. This is a good three weeks late
and reflects on the early part of the year we
have been having, hopefully there are better
days ahead.

Diptera

A horrendous spring has meant very little
has been happening on the plant scene. There
is nothing much to report, just a few early
flowering dates and a welcome record that the
Birdsfoot Ornithopus perpusillus is still present
at Groby Pool. PHG comments that Hazel
bushes with fully developed catkins were
present at Quorn and Wanlip at the beginning
of January but no Willow catkins were seen this
quarter. The wet winter hopefully will mean
that plant life should do well in the spring so we
should have something to look forward to.
Records of Interest this Quarter
Soft Shield Fern Polystichum setiferum: Found
at Rise Hill Spinney, Little Dalby
Hard Shield Fern Polystichum aculeatum:
located at Hemington.

The only record is of the Drone Fly Eristalis
tenax, again one or two active at Quorn on 5
March in PHG’s garden on this and several
subsequent days. The only other record of this
species was of one sheltering in a Crocus
blossom at Castle Gardens on 10 March.

Hard Shield Fern © Stephen Woodward

Velia © Stephen Woodward

Hemiptera
The only record is of a water cricket Velia at
Hemington on 30 March.
Howard Bradshaw
Since Howard wrote this report, he too has
been in hospital with a broken collarbone. We
hope he is feeling better and will soon be back
on his bike.
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Lesser Celandine Ficaria verna: a plant was in
flower on 1 January at Birstall Churchyard.
Bird's-foot Ornithopus perpusillus: Fresh
leaves were present on at Groby Pool.
Primrose Primula vulgaris: specimens found at
Beacon Hill, Woodhouse may have been
planted?
Fern Grass Catapodium rigidum: at Swithland
Reservoir, a few plants were noted on the stone
wall between the reservoir and road: also
located in Loughborough. This little attractive
grass was present in my drive when in 1973 we
moved in. It has been present since then
despite having the drive re-laid twice and
weed-killed several times.
Eric Webster
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OTHER RECORDS
Also recorded this quarter were ants and
molluscs, as well as fungi, galls and a good
number of mosses and liverworts – mostly
common species but outstanding among the
moss records was Orthotrichum pulchellum
found by SFW growing on the trunk of a Black
Mulberry in Donington Manor House gardens.
This is a species thought, until recently, to be
extinct in the county but was re-found in 2010
at Lucas’ Marsh by Uta Hamzaoui. The
Donington specimen is the second recent
record. Uta has written an article on the
epiphytic mosses in Leicestershire and Rutland
Recorder 9 – edited by Steve Woodward and
published by the LRWT.

WEATHER
January was a month which had great
weather contrasts. It will be remembered for a
two week cold spell mid-month that gave us
several snow falls and freezing temperatures
including 17 frosts. The first ten days of the
month however were dry and mild and the last
five days were mild and wet. As a result,
temperatures were only a little below normal.
Afternoon temperatures averaged 5.6°C which
was -0.4°C below normal. Night time
temperatures were logged at 1.3°C about 1°C
below normal. The overall mean of 3.5°C was
just 0.5°C below sual. Rainfall totals were
broadly average with 60 mm falling at Jim Loft’s
Nanpantan site and 50 mm falling at
Mountsorrel. Sunshine totals were close to
average at 59 hours but 13 days saw no sun at
all. Winds blew from all directions and
averaged 5 mph but reached a peak of 44 mph
on the 29th.
The first ten days of the month were dry
and mild with very warm winds blowing up
from the Azores. On the 3rd, the temperature
reached 13°C and at night did not drop below
9°C - the month's warmest night. It was mainly
cloudy however but there was very little rain. A
dramatic change occurred on the 10th when a
new area of high pressure over western Russia
brought us very cold air on an easterly breeze.
The next two weeks were very cold with
temperatures by day close to freezing. The
lowest temperatures were recorded on the
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16th when temperatures reached a maximum
of -2°C and a minimum of -6°C. There were
three separate snowfalls and by the 20th the
snow had reached a level of 20 cm at
Nanpantan and 15 cm at Mountsorrel. This
caused some disruption with many schools
closed on the 21st. The cold weather relented
on the 26th as mild Atlantic air roared back in.
Wind and rain up to 23 mm fell on the 27th and,
coupled with the snowmelt, flooding once
again was a problem in the Soar Valley. Winds
also peaked at 50 mph at East Midlands Airport.
Temperatures on the 29th reached 13.5°C - the
month's highest total - but as the month closed
temperatures began to fall and winter was not
finished with us yet.
February was the coldest month of the
winter. Average afternoon temperatures were
logged at 5.6°C at Mountsorrel which is 1.5°C
below normal while night time minimum
temperatures averaged 0.5°C. The overall
mean was 3.0°C for the month, 1.5°C below the
norm. It was the coldest February since 2010.
The month was also quite dry especially down
in the Soar Valley at Mountsorrel where I
recorded just 28 mm of rain - only about half
the expected total. Higher up at Nanpantan,
Jim Lofts recorded 54 mm which was 10%
below the normal figure. The overall sunshine
total for the month was 86 hours - that is about
10% above normal which will be a surprise to
many. A closer inspection of the sunshine
figures however reveals that 58 hours of this
total was recorded on just seven days in the
month. There were in fact 12 days which were
entirely overcast. It goes to show that
sometimes averages can be deceptive! On the
same theme, a total of 21 January and February
days had no sunshine at all so the general
perception of these last couple of months being
grey and cold is actually correct! There was a
higher incidence of northerly and easterly
winds this month as the Atlantic weather fronts
had their path blocked by high pressure over
Europe. The highest wind gust of the month
was 38 mph on the 4th.
The month opened on the mild side with
the maximum temperature for the month
being recorded on the 4th at 10°C with the
warmest night on the 1st with a minimum of
4.4°C. Colder northerly and the easterly winds
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arrived for the next ten days with some snow
but accumulations this time were generally less
than 4 cm. The 10th and 13th were the wettest
days with Nanpantan recording 13 mm on the
10th and 15 mm on the 13th. The second half
of the month was mainly dry and
predominately cold with milder air arriving on
the 27th.
March was the coldest recorded in
Leicestershire since 1856! For virtually the
entire month high pressure to our north and
east fed in unrelenting biting easterly winds
that came from northern Scandinavia. Day
temperatures in March should be around 10°C
but this month we never reached that figure at
all. Daytime temperatures averaged just 5.3°C
while night time figures were logged at -0.3°C.
This gave us a monthly average of just 2.5°C - a
massive 3.7°C below normal. Snow fell on 15
days in March which was another record and
we recorded 19 air frosts. Rainfall at my station
in Mountsorrel was recorded at 50 mm about
average, while Jim Lofts at Nanpantan recorded
79 mm which is about 15% above normal.
Sunshine totals were very low with just 80
hours recorded which is just 75% of the usual
total.
The month began on the cold side but we
did reach 9°C on the 4th - our highest
temperature of the month. The 7th was a very
wet day with 14 mm at Mountsorrel and then
our first arctic blast occurred on the 10th and
11th when strong easterly winds brought heavy
snow showers with the thermometer recording
just 1°C with wind-chill of -7°C ! It was the final
ten days of the month that were the coldest
however. An Atlantic weather front attempted
to bring in milder air on the 22nd and 23rd but
as it met the freezing air over us it came to a
halt and produced a huge amount of snow.
Areas above 80 m in height saw the brunt of
this. Jim at Nanpantan said that the snow
started falling on Friday 22nd and continued
through to Sunday morning the 24th. In this
time 16 cm had accumulated at his Nanpantan
site. Similar totals were recorded over the
Forest and at the airport which had to close
twice, the first time it has ever had to do so in
March! Even areas on low ground saw up to 5
cm fall.
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During this period even daytime
temperatures failed to get much above freezing
point. The snow remained on the ground for
ten days at altitude and as the month ended
the Beacon was still covered in snow. The final
night of the month gave us the lowest night
temperature with -6.5°C recorded in the snow
at Nanpantan. So ended a remarkable month of
March which was the coldest since Victorian
times!!
Phil Morrish
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