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Rosaceae at New Lount NR
During a recent outing to New Lount NR we located 14 species in the Rose family, Rosaceae which
show a remarkably wide range of growth-forms, flowers and fruits. Rowan is usually a small tree with
creamy-white flowers that turn into bright red, succulent berries. Hawthorn is more often a shrub, also
with red berries, but this time in a tough skin (haws). Cherry Laurel is an invasive alien from the Balkans
that has large, glossy, evergreen leaves and erect spikes of white flowers, then purplish-black berries.
Apple trees have similar, though larger, five-petalled flowers, whose receptacles later swell out with
sweet, crisp flesh. The "wild" offspring of domestic apples Malus pumila rarely produce edible apples,
they are usually small, sour and frequently mis-identified as Crab Apple Malus sylvestris. Bramble has
a scrambling growth-habit but again has the same form of flower. The Blackberry, however, shows yet
another design of fruit that is familiar to us all. The remaining species are herbaceous, rather than
woody, including the wild species of Strawberry, which bears small but very sweet fruits.
The three species of Potentilla that we found were Silverweed P. anserina, Creeping Cinquefoil
P. reptans and Common Tormentil P. erecta. All of
these have yellow flowers, five petals (as is typical
IN THIS EDITION
of the family) except the last-mentioned which has
four (but occasionally five!). Their fruits are not
CLASSIFIED RECORDS
conspicuous. Three perennial species each
Ÿ Mammals
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produce erect stems: Meadowsweet, Agrimony
and Wood Avens. Meadowsweet forms umbels of
Ÿ Birds
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cream flowers that certainly have a powerful
scent, though not particularly sweet to my nose.
Ÿ Reptiles, Amphibians & Fish
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Agrimony produces a narrow spike of yellow
flowers. Wood Avens holds its yellow flowers on
Ÿ Butterflies
Page 5
individual long stalks. The last two species have
fruits with burrs, that catch onto passing animals
Ÿ Moths
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or the clothing of gardeners and naturalists.
Lady's-mantle Alchemilla mollis is a low-growing
Ÿ Beetles
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garden plant that frequently escapes into the wild.
Individual flowers are tiny and greenish-yellow,
Ÿ Other Insects
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but numerous. The flowers lack petals, it is
actually the four sepals that we see. Parsley-piert
Ÿ Plants and Ferns
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Aphanes is an inconspicuous plant, like a tiny
Alchemilla, with green flowers that need a handŸ Weather
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lens to appreciate. There are actually two local
species that need close examination to separate Ÿ Other Records
Page 15
on this occasion we recorded just Aphanes sp.
Steve Woodward
Ÿ Acknowledgements
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CLASSIFIED RECORDS
MAMMALS
Molehills have been recorded by SFW & HI
in eight churchyards in the county as well as
Swithland Wood meadow, Coombs Meadows
NR at Stathern, Groby, Twycross Zoo, Knipton,
Bradgate Park and in the two woods adjacent to
Swithland Wood which have been acquired by
the Bradgate Park Trust – Stocking Wood and
White’s Wood. DAP reports mole activity
throughout the quarter at Swithland.

Wood Mouse © Steve Woodward

in January. Perhaps pulled out by a Weasel
which was disturbed before it could carry them
away?
A Stoat was spotted on the path to the south
of Cropston Reservoir.

Mole foot © Steve Woodward

PHG has recorded a Bat flying in January – a
small one over Swithland Reservoir dam in the
early afternoon of 20 January and BH and JH
watched several of a larger species feeding
overhead at dusk on 29 March in Stafford
Orchard in Quorn.
We have a single record of Brown Hare from
JG who saw one walking through waterlogged
grass in mid-February near Cropston Reservoir.
Rabbits have again been evident at Swithland
throughout the quarter. Droppings or warrens
were seen in Swithland and Stocking Woods and
Coombs Meadows NR and one frequents the
gardens and playing field around Highfield Road
in Groby.
A Grey Squirrel was running along a fence at
Shelthorpe pursued half-heartedly by a cat –
ATO remarks that this is an unusual sighting for
this area where squirrels are rare. Other records
came from All Saints Church graveyard in
Loughborough, Tofts Lane in Stathern and Groby
where one was trying to break into a bird feeder.

Badgers have been damaging lawns during
January and February in Swithland. The mild
weather has meant that Badgers have been
active during the winter and have to get food
from somewhere! Two were dead on the
roadside at Bardon and Shenton. Two new setts
were recorded on Charnwood – one large and
very active and the other large but disused at
present.
We have had a number of Muntjac reports
this quarter. DAP writes “I was watching an adult
female Muntjac on my lawn in Swithland at 6pm
17th March, when a black Alsatian-type dog
suddenly emerged from upstream and attacked
the deer. I chased the dog away upstream but
despite my frantic efforts the Muntjac died!”
DAP has made extensive enquiries but has
been unable to trace the dog’s owner.
More cheerfully, we have had one sighting of
a Muntjac on the road near Swithland Wood,
one near Swithland Reservoir and three
sightings in January near Sheet Hedges.
Droppings were found in White’s Wood and
Muntjac were heard calling on two occasions
near Swithland Reservoir and in Watermead
Park.
Helen Ikin

In Swithland a Wood Mouse has been visiting
bird feeders regularly this quarter and two were
found dead outside a hole in Swithland Wood
LNC Heritage Edition 213
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BIRDS
As to be expected, the only double-figure
counts of Mute Swans occurred in the Soar
Valley complex but pairs were already nesting
at Cropston and Swithland Reservoirs by the end
of the quarter.
Flocks of geese were few and far between
and the largest congregations were also noted
along the Soar Valley with the Charnwood
reservoirs barely making double-digits. A pair of
Egyptian Geese (presumably last year’s
breeding pair) was regular at both Bradgate Park
and Cropston Reservoir from late January
onwards.
Four distinct pairs of Mandarin Duck were at
Cropston Reservoir on 25 January and
throughout the quarter with others at Swithland
Reservoir and Groby Pool. A pair at Dimminsdale
NR on 4 February seems to be a first record for
the site. The best counts of wintering Wigeon
was 80 at Cossington South Lakes on 19
February. The regular, rather tame, male was
noted at Bradgate Park and Cropston reservoir
throughout the quarter still paired with a female
Mallard. Gadwall appeared to start to pair-up
from mid-January and 11 pairs were at Cropston
Reservoir on the 19th whilst 20 birds were at
Watermead CP Birstall on 5 February. The
largest counts of Teal were both in March, 35 at
Cossington Meadows on the 12th and 26 at
Birstall Meadows on the 19th. Mallard, were
widespread and two members had them on
their garden ponds. They seem to be able to find
even the smallest of waters attractive. Doublefigure counts of Shoveler were at two waters
during the quarter, Watermead CP Birstall held
30 on 5 February and Wanlip Meadows had 24
on 27 March. Swithland Reservoir had the only
Pochard count of note with 35 there on 15
March. All the main waters held sizeable counts
of Tufted Duck and there was obviously quite a
lot of movement between sites. The Scaup at
Swithland Reservoir from the last quarter of
2013 remained throughout the first quarter of
2014 and their plumage started to change.
Various accounts suggest a total of at least eight
birds were involved: five males and three
females. As usual, the only site that had decent
numbers of Goldeneye was Swithland Reservoir.
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There were two double-figure counts of
Goosander, 13 at Watermead CP Birstall on 22
January and 12 at Willesley Flash on 9 February.
Small numbers of Red-legged Partridge were
noted at just three sites but worryingly, there
were no reports of Grey Partridge. Likewise,
Pheasant were only noted at three and
therefore poorly recorded.
The Black-throated Diver from December
remained at Swithland Reservoir until 5th
January.
Cormorants were under-recorded and the
only mention was from Cropston Reservoir in
February and March.
Up to five Little Egrets were in the Blackbrook
area of Shepshed throughout the quarter with
one or two seen at Hugglescote, Swithland
Reservoir and the Soar Valley complex. Small
numbers of Grey Heron were at the usual
waters.
Little Grebes were noted at just four sites and
most Great Crested Grebe records came from
Cropston Reservoir with the largest count being
21 on 16 March. Display was noted here and one
pair looked to be trying to build a nest on the
barley bales. A most unusual find for the
Charnwood waters was a single Slavonian Grebe
at Cropston Reservoir on 22 January.
Unfortunately it had gone the following day.

Great Crested Grebe © Jim Graham

The only mention of Red Kite was from Saltby
in January whereas Sparrowhawk was much
more widespread including seven gardens.
Buzzard was also widespread, mainly in ones
and twos, throughout the quarter with four in
the Blackbrook area throughout the period and
at Swithland Reservoir in late March. However,
six were at Saltby on 28 January. By contrast
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records of Kestrel came from just seven all
involving singles. Strangely, there were no
records of Peregrine from their stronghold
around Swithland Reservoir but were seen at:
Albert Village, Croft, Cropston Reservoir and
Saltby.
As well as the usual sites, Moorhen were
noted in gardens in Rothley and Cropston.
Numbers of Coot were low with the highest
being 23 at Cropston Reservoir on 16 March.

Moorhen © Jim Graham

Single Oystercatcher were located at two
sites, at Hicks Lodge on 9 February and Sence
Valley FP on the last day of the period. One
hundred Golden Plover were at Stoughton 13
January and 350 at Saltby on the 28th where
there were also 24 Lapwing. The highest counts
of Snipe were 14 at Kelham Bridge on 28 March
and 13 at Stoughton on 13 February. Two
Woodcock were located at Warren Hill Wood in
January with singles on two dates at Swithland
Wood in March. The returning Curlew was at
Ulverscroft from 29 March at least. One or two
Redshank were at Cossington Meadow from 19
March.
Gull records were few and far between and
the only significant record was 86 Black-headed
Gulls at Swithland Reservoir on 29 March.
Single Barn Owl were reported from
Bradgate Park during March as were Little Owl
with two there on the 17th. There were more
records of Tawny Owl probably due to the
easier identification of their call and the
frequent use of gardens. There were no Shorteared Owl records this winter.
Kingfisher were noted at Bradgate Park and
on Quorn brook with two there on 11 March.
Reports of Green Woodpeckers came from
Bradgate Park, Cropston Reservoir, Swithland
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Reservoir and SFW’s Groby garden. Great
Spotted Woodpeckers were more widespread
with 14 sites involved including four gardens
with drumming birds or pairs reported from five.
As appears to be the fashion, corvid records
were few and far between the only one of note
being a Rookery with at least 17 active nests at
Old Dalby on 17 March. That being said, by
contrast Raven were well reported from eight
sites usually one or two but four (two pairs)
were found at Saltby.
Records of Goldcrests were mainly of one or
two but six were at Cropston Reservoir on 16
March. There were no double-figure counts of
Blue Tit or Great Tits and Coal Tit were recorded
in singles. As is usual, the most reliable site for
Willow Tit was Kelham Bridge where at least
two were there through the quarter. Two were
also in DBF’s Hugglescote garden throughout
January and up to 14 February. There were no
records of Marsh Tit. Both these species are in
national decline and even at Kelham Bridge the
numbers seem to have reduced in recent years.
No significant wintering flocks of Sky Lark
were noted but records of singing or display
came from five sites where the highest count
was six at Saltby on 28 January.
Singing Cetti’s Warblers were heard in all
three months at Watermead CP. Anecdotal
evidence would seem to suggest that there is a
minimum of five and possibly as many as 12
singing birds in the Watermead complex. A flock
of 15 Long-tailed Tit were at Cropston Reservoir
on 19 January with 12 (possibly the same flock)
in JG’s Cropston garden later the same day. A
pair was nest building at the former site on 16
March.
The Chiffchaff in song on 1 February at
Beacon Hill may well have been on
overwintering bird but five at Cropston
Reservoir and four at Swithland Reservoir on the
29th were obviously returning migrants. All
wintering Blackcaps reported were singles in
five gardens.
There were no Waxwing records at all this
winter period.
Away from the normal woodlands, Nuthatch
were taking advantage of winter food supplies
by visiting member’s gardens and Treecreeper
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Treecreeper © Jim Graham

were noted at six localities. Most Wren records
were of singles with song noted from most sites
by March but two were in full song at Cropston
Reservoir on 19 January.
The best count of Starling was over 100
Eastwell on 28 January. Most counts of
Blackbirds came from gardens mainly in single
figures. At least 200 Fieldfare were at Houghton
on the Hill in January but Redwing were seen in
much smaller numbers. Records of Mistle
Thrush came from just four sites with song
noted at all of these.
Twelve Robin were in song at Cropston
Reservoir on 16 March was the only significant
record and up to six Dunnock visited PH’s
garden during the quarter.
Few records were received for House
Sparrow and the only records of note were a
party of 48 frequenting ACR’s Loughborough
garden through the quarter and 30 at Highgate
Farm, Sileby on 30 March. A single Tree Sparrow
was with the House Sparrow flock in ACR’s
garden on 28 February.
Grey Wagtail were found at ten sites with
pairs at Bradgate Park, Cropston Reservoir and
Groby Pool. There was no indication of any
wintering flocks of Pied Wagtail from any of the
usual sites during the period. The only doublefigure count of Meadow Pipit came from
Ulverscroft when at least 70 were recorded on
29 March.
The only double-figure count of Chaffinch
was at Knipton on 28 January. Unfortunately, it
was not a Brambling year. The only significant
count of Greenfinch was 120 at Croxton Kerrial
on 28 January which were in the company of 80
Goldfinches.
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Records of Siskin came from six locations
including three gardens. The best count was 40
at Charnwood Water on 29 January. The only
large wintering flock of Linnet recorded was 70
at Knipton on 28 January. The only Lesser
Redpoll recorded was in a Quorn garden when
two were noted on 2 March and the following
day. Small numbers of Bullfinch were noted with
six together at Kelham Bridge on 9 February the
best count. The only significant flock of
Yellowhammer for the quarter was 120 at
Saltby on 28 January but there were no flocks
of Reed Bunting reported although increasingly,
they do appear to be using more garden feeders
in recent winters.
Jim Graham

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS & FISH
This report will be combined with the next
quarter and will appear in Heritage 214.

BUTTERFLIES
How years and seasons differ! With last
year’s hard winter and late spring very few
butterflies made an appearance before the end
of March but with this last mild winter and early
spring there was plenty of butterfly activity
throughout March and it was pleasing to see so
many of our hibernating species surviving after
such a wet and windy winter.
The attractive Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni
was well reported during March and was first
reported seen on the 3rd in HS’s Chaveney Road
garden in Quorn and subsequently in some 20
widely spread localities. Most reports referred
to single individuals but five were noted at
Appleton Park, Leicester and along the Wood
Brook at Loughborough on the 29th.
The only white butterfly reported was the
Small White Pieris rapae one of which was seen
by HB at Rally Park, Syston, on 16 March.
A Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta, apparently
in good condition was found visiting Viburnum
flowers in HBH’s Roydale Close garden in
Loughborough on 18 February, the early date
suggesting this was an over-wintered individual
rather than a migrant.
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The same garden also produced an early
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae on 23
February and an even earlier one was seen on
19 January on a south facing windowsill in FTS’s
Barlestone garden. After its good showing in the
late summer it was gratifying to receive reports
of this species for some 23 widely scattered
localities during March and with some large
counts of 20 reported in a Rothley garden and
33 at Cossington Meadow by LP on the 29th.
The Peacock Inachis io was also well
reported, being noted in 24 localities during
March. Most sightings reported referred to only
ones and twos but HB noted seven in Rally Park,
Syston, on the 16th and the same number along
Goodwood Road, Leicester, on the 31st.
The less widely reported Comma Polygonia
c-album was first seen on 9 March when it was
observed in ATO’s Loughborough garden, FTS’s
Barlestone garden and also at Castle Gardens in
Leicester. Altogether during the month it was
reported seen in 11 localities, mostly as
singletons but with two present at two localities
and three at Monk’s Rest in Leicester, on the
17th.

MOTHS
A total of five members gathered the grand
total of 90 records comprising 623 moths of 35
species, which was quite an improvement on
the same quarter for last year. Looking at these
results you may be thinking that we had a busy
12 weeks or so, but January and February only
produced 21 records - all the rest came from
March and over half of these from the last week
of March, at that. Light traps were operated on
13 nights, eight nights up to 19 February then
five nights up to end of March which really
shows us when the conditions improved from
the very clear and cold nights we had been
getting. Not only did numbers of individuals and
species increase but many species began
appearing much earlier than usual, leaving us
hoping that this trend will continue.
A summary of the quarter follows in checklist
order starting with the leaf mines on Bramble
of Stigmella aurella being located at four sites.
This really must rank as one of our most
abundant and widespread moths, it is very
difficult to find a Bramble patch anywhere, that
does not have some mined leaves but as an
adult it is rarely seen as it appears very sparingly
at light. A single larval case of Taleporia
tubulosa was grazing away merrily on an algaecovered wooden sign just inside White’s Wood
mid-March. The very small silvery white pine-

Comma © Jim Graham

Whilst thanking the dozen members who
made the effort to submit butterfly records this
quarter may I also urge others to do likewise, if
only for their own gardens as a wider coverage
is needed and gardens are an important habitat
for many butterfly species.
Peter Gamble
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Taleporia tubulosa © Steve Woodward

feeding Ocnerostoma friesei was attracted to
light in Bradgate Park at the end of March.
Diurnea fagella appeared right on time,
showing from around the middle of March
onwards. An over-wintered Agonopteryx
heracliana was found at a tungsten light in
Rothley and just a single individual of Light
Brown Apple Moth Epiphyas postvittana was
recorded from Groby. Good numbers, over 60,
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Diurnea fagella © Steve Woodward

of Tortricodes alternella were attracted to light
and at rest on tree trunks at Charnwood Lodge
NR, braving the cold in mid-February. The end
of March produced a single stunning Pammene
giganteana attracted to light at Bradgate Park.
Their larvae feed as inqulines in oak-apple galls;
this species also flies in the daytime. Thirtyseven March Moth Alsophila aescularia were
at a light at Charnwood Lodge NR but the only
other records for this species were six from
Quorn. Late March saw Shoulder Stripe Anticlea
badiata at Bradgate Park and Groby. The first
sightings of any pug species all turned up on the
same night - 30 March and all to light, with
Brindled Pug Eupithecia abbreviata at Bradgate
Park and Quorn, and Double-striped Pug
Gymnoscellis rufifasciata at Rothely, Bradgate
Park and Quorn. The first, and only Early Thorn
Selenia dentaria showed at Bradgate Park at the
end of March. Pale Brindled Beauty Phigalia

Grey Shoulder-knot © Graham Finch
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strataria were widespread and recorded from
most sites totalling 70 individuals. The last of the
Spring Usher Agriopis leucophaearia sightings
all coincided on the same date - 19 February
where 63 individuals were counted from three
sites. The first Engrailed Ectropis bistortata and
Red Chestnut Cerastis rubricosa were at
Bradgate Park from the middle of March. All of
the Orthosia species obviously found the
conditions favourable and were out in good
numbers everywhere, as did Grey Shoulderknot Lithophane ornitopus, coming out of
hibernation and appearing quite widespread.

Early Grey © Graham Finch

The only Early Grey records came from Groby
in March, all to Actinic light. More overwintering species were Satellite Eupsilia
transversa and Chestnut Conistra vaccinii, both
seemed to take a bit of wakening up as it was
late February when they made an appearance
with Herald Scoliopteryx libatrix not showing
until the end of March.
A very new and exciting venture began in
February as a permanent 22-watt Actinic moth
trap was installed in Bradgate Park. Walking
from the Newtown Linford car park to the Deer
Barn Café/Offices the trap can just be seen
peeking over the wall to the left of the entrance
to the staff car park. The choice of site was
limited because of the need for a 240v mains
outlet, but as there is doubtfully a ‘bad’ spot in
the park we are convinced it will do well. In fact
the close proximity to the inflow end of
Cropston Reservoir, with all the emergent and
edge vegetation we should have the added
bonus of species associated, so exciting times
ahead. We are very grateful to Peter Tyldesley
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BEETLES
Coleoptera

Herald © Graham Finch

for allowing this to take place and his
enthusiastic staff for installing and ‘managing’
the operation plus processing the trap catches.
The aim is to run the trap as frequently as is
sensibly possible, which will give us a very much
needed insight as to what is happening on one
of the most outstanding areas in our county.
Although moths will be the main focus, we have
a chance to record other orders in particular
Caddisflies which Ray Morris, our county
recorder for this group, is anxious to collect and
as the county co-ordinator, I will be collating the
Beetles, not forgetting the Hymenoptera for
Steve and Helen, too. We all know the
significance of having Bradgate Park on our
doorstep and, despite the throngs of visitors and
their activities the park receives, it is still a very
special place. Hopefully the remaining upland
heath areas, ancient trees, acid grassland, etc.,
will produce the odd speciality as well as
providing a set of concentrated site effort
results for some time to come. The trap has
been in operation for just two months and has
already delivered a substantial set of records.
Most of the species already mentioned above
have been recorded here plus a few extra ones.
A summary of species only recorded for the park
follows: A single Yellow Horned Achlya
flavicornis plus several Dotted Border Agriopis
marginaria and Mottled Grey Colostygia
multistrigaria all in mid-March. The 30 March
produced the only Pine Beauty Panolis flammea
and Pale Pinion Lithophane hepatica, both as
singletons.

Between us it took 35 days to find 1002
individuals of 103 species and the family with
the largest total of species was the Ground
Beetles which managed 45 different species. Hot
on their heels were the Rove Beetles with 31
species and the Ladybirds fared with just eight
species. The majority of all of these records
came from the last week in February through
the early spring-like days in the middle of March
continuing to the end of the month. This
strikingly illustrates where the improvement
was in the weather system as we had been stuck
with the unsettled, wet and stormy previous
weeks so, hopefully, a taste of things to come.
Proving we are definitely not members of the
Fine Weather Club, our earliest records were 2
January with a brief visit to an almost dried out
small pond beside Grace Dieu Ruins. Here
peeling back the layers on the dead Typha stems
produced singles of Pterostichus minor and the
weevil Notaris scirpi. Somehow managing to get
caught up in flood debris in the middle of Grace
Dieu brook was a solitary Harlequin Ladybird
Harmonia axyridis.
A selection of the records received, are as
follows in checklist order, starting with seven
Carabus granulatus found inside partly
submerged rotting wood at Cossington
Meadows NR, continuing the trend that most

Graham & Anona Finch
Carabus problematicus © Graham Finch
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records of this species come from the Soar
Valley. A single Carabus problematicus was
found under bark inside the Bradgate Park
Trust’s newly acquired White’s Wood adjoining
Swithland Wood. Usually quite abundant Nebria
brevicollis and Loricera pilicornis were well
down, with the former from two sites and the
latter from three sites, all in single figures.
Sieving flood debris/grass tussocks plus casual
observations led to seven species of Bembidion
getting recorded. Apart from the usual
candidates, Bembidion tibiale, a species of
flowing water bodies, was found at Browns Hay
- good numbers (12) were found on exposed
shingle along the stream here. A solitary
Bembidion articulatum was found at
Saddington Reservoir where it was first recorded
for the county by Frank Bouskell in 1897. Sieving
a small pile of debris under Heather on Bardon
Hill produced a single Stomis pumicatus,
supposedly a common species, but not that
many modern records. Amazingly, only a single
Pterostichus madidus was recorded, this at
White’s Wood. In its stronghold at Saddington
Reservoir at least five individuals of Pterostichus
anthracinus were located and all under bark of
partially submerged dead trees along the
water’s edge. Other Pterostichus species
recorded this quarter were niger, minor, nigrita,
vernalis, diligens and strenuus. Very rarely
found far away from water Paranchus albipes
was in huge numbers at several sites, high
numbers include 50 at Brown’s Hay, mainly
together with B. tibiale and the same numbers
along the River Lin in Lea Meadows NR. A single
Batenus livens is another Saddington speciality
and a singleton was here in February. Out of just
four species of Agonum, Agonum fuliginosum
was by far the most widespread and abundant,
being found at eight sites with the highest
number of 50 at Narborough Bog NR and
another 30 at Lea Meadows NR. Singles of,
Amara aenea at Ratcliffe Culey and Narborough
Bog NR, Amara communis again at Narborough
Bog NR and Amara familiaris at Kelham Bridge
NR. Usually more associated with drier habitats,
singles of Bradycellus harpalinus were found at
Bardon Hill and White’s Wood. The fairly similar
Trichocellus placidus is more likely to be found
in much damper habitats and six individuals
were at Cossington Meadows NR, where they
took up residence under bark and between
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crevices in partially submerged dead wood in
flooded depressions in the fields. Closely related
and similar to the previous species but about
half the size and again occupying the wetter
areas, a single Acupalpus dubius was found at
Charnwood Lodge NR by sieving grass tussocks
beside a wet seepage. Looking under bark is a
sure way to find many species of beetles
particularly Carabids, but also members of other
families often turn up. A count of at least 100
Silpha atrata were aggregating under the bark
of a fallen dead tree at Lea Meadows NR, several
individuals of the dark reddish colour form as
well as the usual black forms. Taking advantage
of a couple of Staphylinidae workshops this year
has paid off as they have helped enormously to
unravel a few of the identification complexities
of this huge family. One encouraging aspect that
has been made apparent is that they are not all
as daunting as first thought. Needless to say it
will be the “easier” species that get recorded,
but as this family has near to a thousand species,
that still leaves us a lot to play with. Two nontypical looking “roves” Anthobium unicolor
were found at White’s Wood and Ulverscroft NR
both as singletons and Olophrum piceum at Lea
Meadow NR, Ulverscroft NR and Bardon Hill.
Lesteva longoelytra does indeed have fairly long
elytra compared to other members of the genus
and was found inside the dead layers of Typha
along the Ashby Canal at Dadlington. Close
relatives Lesteva pubescens and Lesteva sicula
were at Lea Meadow NR in flood debris caught
up along the water’s edge. Tachyporus obtusus,
found at five sites, is one of 14 species in the
genus (ten of which are recorded for the county)
and is one of the safest to identify. A quite
spectacular looking species is Lordithon
trinotatus overall reddish/brown with three
large black patches on creamy coloured elytra,
just a singleton was found under bark in Lea
Meadows NR. Another nice genus to persevere
with, are the Stenus, it is a large group with 73
species and around 50 have been recorded in
the county. This genus was one of Derek’s
favourites and it is mainly due to him that the
county list is so high, consequently he has left
us with a superb key to work from and a total of
six species were recorded this quarter. Stenus
bimaculatus is one of the red-spotted half a
dozen in this genus, seven were recorded at
Narborough Bog NR and three from Lucas
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Marsh. There are several characters on this
species that makes it one of the easiest of the
Steninae subfamily to do. Other species were
Stenus clavicornis from three sites, Stenus
providus from two sites plus Stenus pallitarsus
and Stenus impressus with singles from each
site. Representatives from other genera were
Lathrobium, Philonthus and Quedius plus just a
single record of Devil’s Coach-horse Ocypus
olens from White’s Wood. The only members of
Water Ladybird © Graham Finch

Devils’ Coach-horse © Graham Finch

the Scarabaedae were a solitary Rhinoceros
Beetle Sinodendron cylindricum at Cossington
Meadow NR and Aphodius prodromus at
Narborough Bog NR. The Click Beetle Melanotus
villosus was recorded in singles at two sites
Dimminsdale NR and White’s Wood. Larvae of
the
Death-watch
Beetle
Xestobium
rufovillosum were recorded from the Church at
Burton Overy, where there was a notice up
remarking on their unwelcome presence. The
eight species of Ladybird recorded were Orange
Ladybird Halzia sedecimguttata at Narborough
Bog NR, Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis
from four sites, Narborough Bog NR, Quorn,
Wanlip and Grace Dieu. The highest total was a
count of over 50 from Quorn favouring the cosy
areas of the double-glazing. Only one record of
2-spot Ladybird Adalia bipunctata which came
from the churchyard at Breedon on the Hill, and
7-spot Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata
were at ten different sites, mainly in single
figures with the highest total being just three at
Thringstone. The only record of Eyed Ladybird
Anatis ocellata was a singleton at Breedon on
the Hill. Five Water Ladybird Anisosticta
novemdecimpunctata were found by beating
bankside vegetation over a white tray at
Dadlington and just a single 16-spot Ladybird
Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata was sieved out of
a grass tussock by the River Sence at Ratcliffe
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Culey. A large, old, dead fallen tree by the
roadside at Ratcliffe on the Wreake harboured
at least 50 Mycetophagus atomarious under
fungi-ridden bark together with approximately
24 Biphyllus lunatus. Other species associated
with fungi recorded were Tetratoma fungorum
and Bitoma crenata. Finally five species of
Weevil were noted, starting with Gorse Weevil
Exapion ulicis beaten from Gorse flowers at
Ulverscroft NR, Notaris scirpii is a fairly large
Weevil located wherever Carex, Juncus and
Typha are found, so a species typical of wet
places. Sitona lineatus is a very common
species, which often turns up when sieving grass
tussocks after overwintering as an adult; they
were found at Bradgate Park and Cossington NR
by this method. Feeding on clovers and vetches
(especially peas), adults on the leaves and the
larvae down at the rootstock they can cause
considerable damage to commercial crops.
Another Gorse specialist Sitona regensteinensis
was found abundant at Ulverscroft NR where 20
individuals were beaten from Gorse flowers.
Finally over 20 individuals of the dead wood and
decaying timber specialist Euophryum confine
were found under bark of a fallen dead Oak at
Bradgate Park.
Many thanks to those who have contributed
records.
Graham Finch
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OTHER INSECTS
As usual, this is a quiet quarter compared
with later in the year and mostly dominated by
the Hymenoptera, particularly bumblebees. The
Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris is
usually the first to be observed by most
members and it can be seen visiting flowers
throughout the winter in mild years. PHG
reports this species in his Quorn garden from 6
January with a queen on winter-flowering
Honeysuckle on the 6th, with a presumed
worker on the 7th and regular visitors
thereafter. Further records in February of
queens were at Barlestone on the 26th and
27th. The bulk of queens emerged in March with
singles locally in the first week from Monks Rest
Scraptoft, Humberstone Park, Castle Gardens,
Spinney Hill Park and Welford Road Cemetery.
It was widespread from mid-March with 11
records from the Charnwood Forest region but
the highest numbers recorded were from FTS in
his Barlestone garden with 15+ on windowsills
and south facing walls in strong sunshine with
full pollen baskets on 30th and 31st of the
month. No records of its parasite Bombus
vestalis were observed this quarter.
As usual Red-tailed Bumblebees Bombus
lapidarius were much less in evidence. Queens
were observed at Barlestone from 7 March and
more frequently towards the end of the month.
Other records during March were from Quorn,
Welford Road cemetery, Evington Park, Breedon
Hill and Stafford Park in Quorn. Queens of the
White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum were
noted in March from Charnwood Lodge NR,
Ulverscroft NR, Croft, Thringstone, Bradgate
Park, Barlestone and Spinney Hill Park.
The Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum
continues to make its presence felt as a
welcome introduction to our depleted bee
fauna. A queen was recorded from Quorn on 28
February visiting Honeysuckle and was frequent
thereafter. Also frequent towards the end of the
month at Barlestone, Swithland Wood, Castle
Gardens, Monks Rest and a queen with a full
pollen basket on Spinney Hill Park on the 27th
foraging Crocus.
Early-nesting
Bumblebees
Bombus
pratorum, were rather thinner on the ground
than usual generally for this period but at
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Barlestone they appear to be doing well with a
queen on 1 March, four on the 10th and getting
more frequent to end of the month when they
were seen carrying pollen. Other records were
a single queen at Castle Gardens on 4 March, a
queen at Meeting Street Quorn on the 28th plus
several visiting flowers at Quorn War Memorial
on the same date, and one at Swithland Wood
on 31 March. I find it is not uncommon to find
workers with the abdominal band missing; no
workers were recorded this quarter.
Common Carder Bees Bombus pascuorum
are usually noticeable a bit later in March and
were recorded from Barlestone on the 14th,
Monks Rest on the 17th, and queens on the 31st
at Evington Park, Swithland Wood and
Barlestone.
A strange sighting, this one: FTS recorded a
single specimen of Bombus barbutellus on
Muscari at Barlestone on 29 March, which he
caught in a receptacle and took a photograph.
He is quite au fait with cleptoparasite bees that
regularly visit his garden, so I doubt if he is
mistaken, but this bee is a parasite of the
Garden Bumblebee Bombus hortorum, which so
far has not emerged from hibernation. So this
sighting is a mystery at such an early date.
A few Hive Bees Apis mellifera were seen this
quarter. A few were on Honeysuckle at Quorn
mainly in March, several on Crocus in
Humberstone Park on the 1st, three foraging
Veronica persica at Redmile, and foraging
winter-flowering Heather at both Thurlaston
churchyard and Elmsthorpe on 8 March.

Solitary Bees
The Hairy-footed Flower Bee Anthophora
plumipes, a very common and widespread
solitary bee, particularly so in urban areas, was
first recorded on 1 March, a single male and
female at Monks Rest, Scraptoft Lane. Then a
male and female at Spinney Hill Park on the 3rd,
foraging White Dead-nettle. A male in my
garden on the 8th is the earliest record I have
for over a decade. PHG recorded several in his
garden at Quorn in late March with several at
Quorn War Memorial on the 28th visiting
Lungwort, a favourite plant for this species. In
my garden they prefer ground-covering
Comfrey. Other records between 13th March
and the end of the quarter came from Stathern,
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Croft Pasture NR, Thringstone, Breedon
churchyard, the restored grassland on the side
of Breedon Hill, Stafford Park in Quorn and
Woodhouse. In case you are not familiar with it
- Monks Rest Gardens is situated in
Humberstone village and gets its name as it is
close to a stopping point on the monks’ route
between Leicester and Launde Abbeys. The part
of it was once the gardens of the vicarage of St
Mary’s Church.
The attractive Tawny Mining Bee Andrena
fulva was seen by FTS in his garden at Barlestone
on 30 March with four soil mounds found. Odd
males were observed on Spinney Hill Park on the
27th and ten or more females were seen in
Bradgate Park on 31 March.

Hemiptera
Just two records this quarter, a Green Shield
Bug Palomina prasina was on low vegetation in
Evington Park on 31 January, in hibernation
colours and the little Rhopalid bug Rhopalus
subrufus was seen in Whites Wood on 19 March.
Diptera
Just a few hoverflies were reported this
quarter. Drone Fly Eristalis tenax - odd ones
recorded in March from Castle Gardens,
Evington Park, Thringstone, Breedon churchyard
and Croft Pasture NR. Marmalade Hoverfly
Episyrphus balteatus, singles at Thringstone
village, Breedon churchyard and Victoria Park,
all on 14 March, probably coming out of
hibernation. The only other Syrphid was a single
Syrphus ribesii on Spinney Hill Park on 27 March.
Single Dark-edged Beeflies, Bombylius
major, were recorded from Woodhouse,
Appleton Park and Quorn, all in late March.

Andrena clarkella male © Steve Woodward

The first record of Andrena clarkella was
from Bradgate Park on 17 March and it was not
recorded from anywhere else. This bee has a
really short season and is usually finished by the
end of April. Numbers seemed to be lower than
normal this year.
Andrena bicolor was seen at Bradgate Park
and at Breedon – the earliest record being 14
March.
A single male Andrena praecox just made it
into this quarter - found at Swithland Wood on
31 March.
Nomada leucophthalma – the cuckoo of
Andrena clarkella was seen at Bradgate Park on
30 March and a single mason bee – an Osmia
bicornis female was in Stafford Park in Quorn on
28 March. This species will be more familiar as
Osmia rufa but the name has been changed.
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SFW and HI have been recording leaf-miners
mainly in Charnwood Forest. The Holly Leaf
Miner Phytomza ilicis from Whitwick
churchyard and Ulverscroft NR in late February
and at Thurlaston, Whites Wood, Beaumanor
Wood and Stocking Wood in March. This species
was conspicuous by its absence last year.
Phytomyza lonicerae mines were seen in
Honeysuckle leaves in Stocking Wood and
Whites Wood in March.
Howard Bradshaw and Helen Ikin

FLOWERING PLANTS and FERNS
Only two recorders have submitted records
this quarter which is understandable as there is
little to record at this time of year. There are no
plants of particular note, but the record of Broad
beans Vicia faba in two churchyards in January
is most unusual. To find it in one churchyard
would be out of the ordinary but to find it in two
different ones is totally unexpected. I ask myself
are the Harvest Festival contributors becoming
careless!
The mild weather this quarter has meant
most things were earlier than usual so there are
several records of very early flowering and I
think we can look forward to a very interesting
spring.
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Records of Interest This Quarter
Broad bean Vicia faba: Unusually, found in both
Appleby Magna and Shackerstone churchyards.
Spindle Euonymus europaeus: A shrub very
uncommon in the Charnwood area as it prefers
calcareous soil was
located
in
Bardon
churchyard.
Early Dog Violet Viola reichenbachiana: At
Spinney Hill Park, Leicester a small number were
found in flower.
Common Storksbill Erodium cicutairum: In
Loughborough a large patch was noted on the
outer edge of the roundabout at the Warwick
Way/A6 junction.

Mistletoe © Steve Woodward

Mistletoe Viscum album: A large plant was seen
on a Robinia pseudoacacia tree at the Old Ivy
House B&B in Congerstone and a large plant was
on a large willow tree in Redmile Village. Both
these locations are unusual as Mistletoe usually
prefers to grow on plants in the Rosaceae family
such as hawthorn and apple.

Saw-wort © Steve Woodward

Saw-wort Serratula tinctoria: At least 30 plants
were located in one area and five or more plants
in another in Swithland Wood meadow. This
must be the best site for Saw-wort in Charnwood.

WEATHER
January was the wettest ever recorded in
Leicestershire from records going back to 1836.
Rain fell on a staggering 28 days of the month.
Jim Lofts, at his Nanpantan site,
recorded 163 mm of rain, more than twice the
normal amount. At Mountsorrel, I had 132 mm.
Low pressure dominated the entire month and
showers arrived over the British Isles at a
relentless rate. On average, 5 mm of rain fell
each day. The wettest day of the month was the
8th when Jim recorded 18.5 mm. In all his 50
years recording for the MET Office Jim said he
had never seen anything like it. Flooding was a
continuous problem in the Soar Valley and other
water courses were really struggling too. On the
plus side it was a really mild month. Afternoon
temperatures registered 8.2°C about 2°C above
normal with night temperatures averaging 2.6°C
which is 1.1°C above normal. The mean of 5.4°C
made it the mildest January since 2008. Night
frosts were very rare. I recorded just four and
Jim just three. The lowest temperature of the
month was -3°C recorded at Nanpantan on the
12th. The mildest temperature was 11.5°C
recorded on the 5th at Mountsorrel. Strangely
it was also a sunny month with 77 hours being
recorded, 31% higher than normal. On closer
examination, most of the rain tended to fall later
on each day and overnight, while mornings and
early afternoons tended to be drier. As a teacher
I noticed that we had very few wet break times
considering how wet the month was! Snow fell
on just one day, that being the 30th, when
colder winds from the east made a very
temporary appearance and as a result this was
the coldest day of the month at just 4°C. The
most dramatic event was the rain squall line on
the 25th which produced 6 mm of rain with
lightning and hail, all falling in just ten minutes.
The winds were very high at times reaching a
peak gust of 42 mph at Mountsorrel on the 6th.
So, an exceptionally wet month by any standard.
The reasons for it could be attributed to very
cold weather in the eastern United States. This
cold air met much milder air in the western
Atlantic and this helped to strengthen the jet
stream which is the band of high level winds that
flow from west to east across the Atlantic. These
were so strong that high pressure was never

Eric Webster
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able to form and so we had the wettest month
in recorded history!!
February continued the pattern of this winter
and was once again very wet mild and windy at
times. Warm and moist air poured in off the
Atlantic for the entire period. Afternoon
temperatures averaged 9°C which were 2.5°C
higher than normal. Our warmest day was on
the 20th when temperatures peaked at 13°C at
Nanpantan at Jim Lofts’ station. Night time
temperatures averaged 3°C which was also 2°C
above normal. The entire month saw just one
air frost on the 10th when temperatures
dropped below freezing for the only time
bottoming out at -1.5°C. The mean temperature
of the month was 6°C, 2°C above normal.
Another notable point was that snowflakes fell
on just one day in the month, the 11th, which
was also the coldest day but at 6°C it was barely
below average! A series of Atlantic storms
moved in across the entire month. As in January
the jet stream was very strong and this meant
the low pressure areas were very deep. On the
15th air pressure dropped to 965 mbs the lowest
pressure I have recorded here in 15 years of
records. Our inland location meant we missed
the worst of the storms but we still experienced
gales at times. The most severe of these was on
the 15th when winds gusted to 60 mph in places
and brought down trees and damaged roofs.
This was our third gale in a week. Another
feature of the month was again the rain. Jim
recorded 86.4 mm which is about 25% above
normal, while myself at Mountsorrel logged
52 mm, 10% above my usual February total. The
wettest day was the 6th when Loughborough
recorded 19 mm in a single day. There were only
seven days where no rainfall was recorded. High
pressure did not develop at all as the very fast
jet stream prevented its formation.
The winter as a whole locally was the wettest
since the 1976/77 winter. Jim recorded a
staggering 322 mm at Nanpantan for winter
2013/14 or nearly 13 inches of rain. For the
record in the winter of 76/77 Jim recorded
nearly 400 mm with 212 mm falling in February
1977 alone and many readers will remember the
devastating floods along the Soar Valley in
particular in that year. It was also exceptionally
mild this winter with average temperatures of
6°C, 2°C above normal. It was the warmest
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winter since 2006/7. There were just six air
frosts and snowflakes fell on just two days but
they failed to settle. It was the first winter I can
remember when the same Atlantic westerly
weather type prevailed for virtually the entire
three month period of winter. The cold air to
the east was never able to get close to the
British Isles this time around. There has been
much talk about the reasons behind our unusual
weather this winter. Many say that warmer than
usual waters in the Pacific Ocean helped to alter
the path of the jet stream across the globe. The
path which has given us a mild winter has also
resulted in the eastern United States being very
cold. This has probably just been an unusual jet
stream pattern and strength this year and must
not be directly attributed to global warming. The
latter is undoubtedly occurring but it is too early
to say how it will directly affect our long-term
weather patterns. So, our mild winter is
probably ensuring we are servicing the lawn
mowers early this year and the coming weekend
does look like it will be mainly warm and dry so
perhaps it is time to make a start!
March 2014 was warmer and drier than
normal which was a relief after the winter rains.
Afternoon maximums averaged 12.6°C which
was 2.8°C above normal while night time
temperatures of 4°C were 1.4°C above normal.
There were just four air frosts recorded. The
overall mean temperature was 8.2°C which was
2°C above normal. It was a dry month. Jim at
Nanpantan recorded just 41.3 mm of rain, about
75% of the usual figure, while I recorded just
36 mm at Mountsorrel. It was a sunnier month
than normal with 132 hours recorded which was
25% above normal. Winds averaged 5 mph and
blew from all directions with the maximum gust
being 40 mph on the 20th.
The month began in an unsettled manner and
the wettest day was recorded on the 2nd when
11.1 mm fell at Nanpantan and there was a
sharp frost on the 2nd. The weather began to
settle down during the second week as high
pressure began to establish itself. The 9th saw
the very warmest day of the month with 19°C
recorded at both stations with over 10 hours of
sunshine. The period the 8th to the 18th saw
virtually no rain as high pressure persisted. It
was the first High to establish itself since early
December! It cooled down a little for a time with
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a few showers and the coldest night of the
month of -2.5°C was recorded by Jim on the
24th but it soon became warm and sunnier
again at the month’s end with the last three days
of the month recording 18°C. So at long last,
some spring weather and as the clocks went
forward warm air from North Africa made the
last few days feel like summer. So, the warmest
and sunniest March since 2012.
Phil Morrish

OTHER RECORDS
Records have also been received for:
Fungi, algae, lichens, mosses, liverworts,
woodlice, spiders, springtails, amphipods,
centipedes, millipedes, mayflies, earwigs,
stoneflies, caddisflies, psyllids, ants, galls,
leeches, slugs and snails.
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