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LEAF-CUTTER BEES OCCUPY HOTEL
Gillian Carpenter kindly gave me a “bee hotel” a couple of years ago, which I installed on an
east-facing wall in my Groby garden (SK523069). It is simply a section of log with hollow bamboo canes
inserted into it (other models are much more elaborate). Many solitary bee species use such holes to
make their nests. The female stocks the hole with food (pollen and nectar), lays an egg, then seals up
the cell. After the hole is filled with cells, she seals the entrance securely in an attempt to deter
predators and parasites. The larvae hatch next spring, consume the food stocks, pupate and hatch
into adults. They then chew their way out of the hole - last in, first out, of course!
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Bee hotel – few vancancies left. The holes plugged with
leaves are used by Megachile ligniseca, those plugged
with mud are probably Osmia bicornis. © Steve Woodward

If there are lots of holes in one place, like the bee
hotel, then several bees will appear to form a
colony – but the individuals are not helping each
other - they are solitary bees that happen to live
close together. Honey- and bumble-bees are true
social bees, with a caste system (queens, workers,
etc) and very different behaviour.
Some people worry about being stung by bees
but in my experience, solitary species are not at all
concerned by people approaching closely. They
have never shown any sign of aggression. I have
accidentally squeezed one or two and they did
sting, but it was barely noticeable. Bothering
Honey-bees or bumble-bees at their nests is a
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different matter, but the bees that take up
residence in hotels seem to be pretty harmless.
In the first year, some of the bee hotel
“rooms” were occupied, and plastered up with
mud. I was not paying sufficient attention to be
100% sure who had made these nests. The Red
Mason Bee Osmia bicornis is most likely, and
was often seen nearby.
This year (2016), the nest makers were much
more conspicuous and I was able to make a
positive identification and take photos. Leafcutter bees are solitary bees belonging to the
genus Megachile. The females cut discs out of
fresh leaves than fly back with them to line their
cells. It is the sight of a green disc flying through
the air that draws attention! The bees
themselves are fairly large and furry below,
especially the females. Seven species of
Megachile occur in the British Isles, with five
recorded from Leicestershire and Rutland. After
some experience, Megachile can be recognised
(even without the leaf fragments) and they are
frequently found feeding on garden flowers. The
inexperienced will need to capture a bee and
check various characters: wing venation, tufts
of hair under the abdomen (females), face and
leg colour (males), and no pad (arolium)
between the claws. The jaws, as we might
expect, are particularly large. To identify
species, further details of a specimen need to
be examined. Bee identification is not easy (but
easier than it was, since Falk and Lewington’s
Field Guide to Bees of Great Britain and Ireland
was published in 2015). My hotel was occupied
by Megachile ligniseca, whose females have a
brush of hairs under the abdomen that are
buff-coloured but black at the tip. In Megachile
(and Osmia), the pollen brush is under the
abdomen rather than on the hind legs, as it is
on most bees.
I did not track down the plants whose leaves
were being perforated. The bee would only be
gone for less than a minute, but I suspect she
was visiting a neighbour’s garden. Rose leaves
are favourites of Megachile.
By the end of July, seven nests had been
completed, each entrance firmly packed with
leaf fragments. Megachile nests are susceptible
to predation by woodpeckers, as we saw at
Bradgate Park a couple of years ago. They may
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Megachile ligniseca © Steve Woodward: The leaf
discs are a little smaller than a 5p piece. The leafcutter bee nibbles the edge of the disc to trim it and
make it stick to the others.

also be attacked by a parasitic bee called
Coelioxys, whose pointed rear end can pierce
the leaves to lay an egg in Megachile’s nest.
I did spot another unidentified Megachile
species at the hotel, also Osmia bicornis which
was probably responsible for the seven mudsealed nests also made in the hotel this year.
Some flies were lurking at the bees’ nests –
probably parasites. I recorded the solitary wasp
Sapyga quinquepunctata, which is a parasite of
Osmia. If I am lucky enough to witness
emergence next year, I will be intrigued to see
what emerges!
Steve Woodward

CLASSIFIED RECORDS
The original records from which Heritage is
compiled will no longer be archived at the
Leicestershire and Rutland Environmental
Records Centre, County Hall. The committee is
looking for a new home for them.
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MAMMALS
A large Hedgehog was seen successfully
crossing the road in Woodhouse village near the
fountain at 9 pm on 15 May and another in
Sileby crossing the Barrow Road at about 10 pm.
On the occasion of the Open Gardens in
Ridlington on 22 May we were told of
Hedgehogs being fed regularly in one garden
and one was seen on 26 May in Highfield Road,
Groby. In PJD’s Quorn garden signs of Hedgehog
were noted in early April and one was
“captured” on a camera trap and up to two were
coming regularly for food until the end of June.
Another was seen in a garden in William Street
in Loughborough.
Moles have been active in Swithland
throughout the quarter and molehills have been
noted in churchyards at: Saxelbye, Blackfordby,
Prestwold, Tixover, Clipsham, Stretton, Ibstock,
Snarestone, Bardon Park; and at Leicester Forest
East, Rutland Railway Museum (Rocks by Rail)
on the nature trail, Exton and Market Bosworth
in Nutwood Pasture.
Bat droppings were seen stuck to window
sills at All Saints church in Braunston, Rutland
and we have since learnt that 500 Pipistrelles
and several other species have been counted
here. The droppings are posing a considerable
problem inside the church. A small bat was
recorded in Shelthorpe emerging at about 10
am despite rain.
A Bank Vole which regularly visits JG’s
Cropston garden had not been seen for a while
but one ran across the patio on 10 April. A Field
Vole was seen crossing Rushey Lane near
Rabbit’s Bridge.
ATO noticed Brown Rat activity among the
vegetation around Woodthorpe Pond one
afternoon at the end of June. They only
ventured into the open at night.
Brown Hares were seen along the tracks and
in fields near to the Rutland Railway Museum
(Rocks by Rail – very interesting), in Wetton
Wood which is a National Forest plantation at
Bawdon Lodge and in Bradgate Park. Rabbits
were commonly seen in Swithland and signs or
live rabbits noted from Bradgate Park, Bardon,
Nutwood Pasture (Market Bosworth), Altar
Stones and Cropston Reservoir and along GC
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Railway. One was dead in the road on Sharpley
Hill and tiny live one popped out of a hedge on
to the verge on Groby Road, Newtown Linford.
A Wood Mouse was feeding inside the outer
part of a peanut feeder in PHG’s Quorn garden
in broad daylight in early April.
In his Swithland garden DAP has regularly
seen a large male Red Fox marking his territory.
A half-grown cub was seen briefly by RS in
Nutwood Pasture at Market Bosworth during a
survey for the owners. Live foxes were seen at
Charnwood Lodge and Warren Hills. A dead fox
was by the road near Watermead CP and there
were signs of foxes at Bardon.
Our only Stoat record is one spotted by JG
near Cropston Reservoir.
A dead Badger was recorded on the A6 near
Wanlip and another was seen by two members
on Joe Moore’s Lane near the golf course. Signs
of Badger activity were recorded from Leicester
Forest West, Bawdon Lodge, Walton Grange and
Sandhills Lodge at Ulverscroft. DAP‘s Swithland
garden was visited by Badgers throughout the
quarter – excavating for worms and digging out
bumblebee nests. A garden in Loughborough
was visited several times by up to three Badgers
which were feeding on the lawn. EPT’s Badgers
are back and regularly visiting his Loughborough
garden again during June.
Signs of Muntjac were seen at Sandhills
Lodge, Lea Meadows and on a verge near
Walton Grange. A dead adult male was on a road
verge near Bawdon Lodge; its head had been
crushed. Live Muntjac were spotted at Grace
Dieu Wood, on a road verge near Swithland and
near Lingdale Golf Course. A dead one was
found later on the road near the golf course but
had vanished when JG again passed again
shortly afterwards – venison for dinner? During
the survey at Sandhills Lodge a very small baby
deer was found dead – possibly still born.
Difficult to say what species as it was so small
and partly eaten but it did not have the facial
triangle of a Muntjac. There is a herd of farmed
deer nearby so it could have come from there.
GLF collected some carrion beetles from
underneath it.
Helen Ikin
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BIRDS
Broods of Mute Swan were to be found at
most of the suitable sites with eight cygnets in
some places. Thornton Reservoir held 36
individuals on 5 April.

Mute Swan and cygnets © Jim Graham

A Pink-footed Goose was in the Syston area
in late April and early May. Greylag Geese bred
in small numbers at Birstall Meadows, Swithland
Reservoir and Watermead Park. There were far
more Canada Geese reported with many young
at Birstall Meadows, the maximum count was
47 there on 21 June.
A Shelduck was at Groby Pool on 12 April
and the following week three appeared at
Wanlip Meadows.
Mandarins were well in evidence around the
Charnwood waters with breeding confirmed at
Swithland and Cropston Reservoirs. There were
occasional reports of single Wigeon in late April
and early May, one in Bradgate Park was a
hybrid with a female Mallard. Gadwall, in pairs,

Wigeon x Mallard hybrid © Steve Woodward

were at the local reservoirs but no young were
noted. Mallard were widespread around the
area with numerous ducklings reported. The
only Garganey noted was a drake at Watermead
Park on 8 May. A pair of Shoveler was at
Longmoor Lake, Ravenstone on 1 May and in
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early June odd ones could be seen at Birstall
Meadows. A pair of Red-crested Pochard raised
three young at Birstall Meadows and a leucistic
female was at Watermead Park in late April.
Tufted Duck were widespread with 32 at
Swithland Reservoir in late May. A female Scaup
was at the same site on two dates in early April.
A pair of Common Scoter was at Groby Pool on
12 April and a drake Goosander was at Dishley
Pool on 6 April.
Unfortunately there was no record of Grey
Partridge this quarter and Red-legged Partridge
were only seen in twos at Cropston Reservoir,
Normanton-le-Heath and a Cropston garden
where a pair were seen regularly throughout the
quarter. The numerous Pheasant records were
usually of one bird and mostly in the Birstall
area. However there was a report of 13 birds at
Woodhouse Eaves on 7 May.
Surprisingly, there were only four reports of
Cormorant, single birds at Birstall Meadows and
Cropston Reservoir and two over Leicester on 5
May. Little Egret were far more widespread with
three in a Swithland garden throughout the
quarter. Grey Heron were slightly less in
evidence (Egrets are more obvious) but were
well spread. Both Cropston Reservoir and
Birstall Meadows recorded six birds. On 12 April
a Spoonbill was flying low over Thurmaston.
Kelham Bridge had three pairs of Little
Grebe but no sign of young. The only others
were seen at Thornton Reservoir, Shepshed
Quarry South and Rough Hill Wood, Woodhouse
Eaves. Great Crested Grebe were only noted at
Cropston and Thornton Reservoirs but no young
were seen.
Red Kite were reported from a dozen wellspread areas and are now being seen all over
the county. Most sightings were of one bird but
there were occasionally two together. A femaletype Marsh Harrier was seen at Groby Pool on
13 May and on 18 May what could have been
the same bird was at Cropston Reservoir. The
majority of Sparrowhawk sightings were of
garden visits and the total number of records
was probably down a little. The number of
Buzzard records was four times that of
Sparrowhawk with breeding suspected at many
of the sites. The highest number seen together
was nine over Leicester on 5 May. An Osprey
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was seen to be fishing at Cropston Reservoir on
20 April and a blue-ringed one (Rutland Water
bird) was there on 15 May. Kestrel, although
well reported, were only seen at a dozen sites
but breeding was confirmed in Swithland
Woods. The larger stretches of water attracted
the most of the 15 Hobby records. The only one
of the sightings away from the water bodies was
a low flight through a Groby garden. The
majority of the Peregrine records were from
around Swithland Reservoir. Others, probably
breeding, were seen at a Shepshed quarry and
another flying high over Ashby.
Very few Moorhen or Coot were mentioned
although both were seen with young.
Oystercatcher were regularly seen around
Birstall Meadows with a maximum of six on 30
May. Of the many records no one mentioned
breeding pairs. Probably the same Avocet was
at Wanlip Meadows on 3 April and at
Watermead Park six days later.
Although no young were seen Little Ringed
Plover were regularly noted at Birstall Meadows
and Cropston Reservoir. A Grey Plover was at
Brascote Pits on 8 May. There were no reports
of breeding Lapwing although they were seen
in suitable sites usually in the Soar Valley. On 21
June there were 27 at Birstall Meadows. A
Sanderling was feeding on the dam at Cropston
Reservoir on 21 May. A summer plumaged
Dunlin was at the same site on 12 May and
another at Watermead Park on 8 May.
Single Snipe were seen at three sites and a
roding Woodcock was over Blakeshay Wood in
early May and June. Two Whimbrel roosted on
the dam at Cropston Reservoir on 15 May and
a Curlew was noted at Black Hill Farm,
Ulverscroft on 6 and 7 May. There were
numerous Common Sandpiper to be found at
Birstall Meadows, and Cropston and Swithland
Reservoirs. The maximum count was five and
the latest date 25 June, presumably an early
returning bird. A Greenshank was at Wanlip
Meadows on two days in late April. On 8 May a
Wood Sandpiper appeared at Cossington
Meadows. Surprisingly there was only one
Redshank noted, this was at Cossington
Meadows on 6 May.
The only gull records of note were 200
Lesser Black-backed Gull and 20 Herring Gull at
LNC Heritage Edition 222

Braunstone Frith, Leicester on 22 April. There
was a Yellow-legged Gull regularly at Birstall
Meadows during May and June.
In early May Black Tern passed through
Thornton and Cropston Reservoirs with a
maximum of seven birds on 8 May. There were
numerous sightings of Common Tern around
the Soar Valley but the most seen together was
27 at Cropston Reservoir on 28 June. No young
were noted. Eighteen Arctic Tern passed
through Cropston Reservoir on 10 May and
there were two at Thornton Reservoir two days
later.
Most of the Stock Dove reports were from
gardens although there were five in Bradgate
Park on 23 April. The most Woodpigeon seen
together was 33 and Collared Dove were only
reported from one garden. A purring Turtle
Dove was at Stathern Bridge on 15 May.
Cuckoo, although well reported, were only
heard or seen at a dozen areas. Bradgate Park
was the most likely site for breeding with birds
heard regularly throughout.
A Barn Owl was seen twice at Cossington
Meadows and one was seen in Bradgate Park
which was the only site where Little Owl were
noted, but only on two occasions. Tawny Owl
were more widespread, with breeding
confirmed in Blakeshay Wood, Woodhouse
Eaves and Swithland. A Long-eared Owl roosted
at Thornton Reservoir on 12 May and there was
a Short-eared Owl at Cossington Meadows on
17 April.

Long-eared Owl © Jim Graham

In what was presumably a poor year for
Swift, there were very few in my area, one
hundred over Thornton Reservoir on 1 June was
the highest count. The other records were never
more than 30. Kingfisher sightings were also
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down in number with single birds being noted
at only six sites.
Green Woodpecker were widespread
especially around Charnwood but the only
breeding was confirmed in Welford Road
Cemetery, Leicester. There were more reports
of Great Spotted Woodpecker, they too were
widespread but with many more garden
records. Young birds were seen at Swithland,
Groby Pool and Cropston. Unfortunately no
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker were mentioned.
A Great Grey Shrike stayed for at least three
days at Warren Hills in early April.

quarter 500 were seen over Cropston Reservoir
and 300 over Swithland Reservoir. Breeding was
confirmed at a few houses in the Charnwood
villages. The first House Martin were noted at
Birstall Meadows on 10 April and by 31 May 200
were feeding over Swithland and Cropston
Reservoirs. Breeding was only confirmed at
Cropston where one house had six active nests.
Cetti's Warbler are becoming more common
with birds heard throughout at Birstall Meadows
and Kelham Bridge, (one bird was ringed in
May). Others were heard less frequently at
Dishley Pool, Cossington Meadows and
Watermead Park.

The only records of note amongst the
corvids were Jay being noted at just seven sites
and flocks of 122 and 100 Jackdaw at Shepshed
quarry and Market Bosworth. Single Raven were
found at a few sites: Bradgate Park, Deans Lane,
Swithland Reservoir, Normanton-le-Heath and
East Norton.
Goldcrest were heard or seen in numerous
places all on Charnwood and at most sites
breeding was suspected.
Blue Tit were widespread, as well as
members' garden sightings 17 were counted at
Deans Lane on 7 May and 21 at Groby Pool on
9 April. Great Tit were not quite so much in
evidence but 14 were counted along with the
Blue Tits at Groby Pool. Coal Tit were reported
in only nine places with presumably some
garden birds going unnoticed. Marsh Tit were
found at Groby Pool and The Outwoods, both in
early May. Unfortunately there was only one
site to see Willow Tit, this again being Kelham
Bridge with two seen throughout the quarter
and a male and female caught and ringed.
It is pleasing to report that there were a
number of Skylark records mostly in suitable
breeding habitats. Breeding was confirmed in
Bradgate Park and 16 birds were found at
Normanton-le-Heath in May and June. Some of
the other sites were at Holwell, Charnwood
Lodge, Beacon Hill and Cropston.
Flocks of Sand Martin up to 200 strong could
be found over Swithland Reservoir and
Watermead Park during April and May and at
least 15 nest holes were being used at the
artificial wall at Kelham Bridge. The majority of
Swallow arrived in early April and during the
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Long-tailed Tit © Steve Woodward

Of the several groups of Long-tailed Tit
around 13 at Birstall Meadows on 23 May was
the largest. What is now an unusual visitor, a
Wood Warbler, stayed briefly at Birstall
Backwater on 27 April. Chiffchaff were to be
found in most suitable habitats with 12 heard at
Groby Pool on 9 April. Willow Warbler were not
as well reported as the above but were still
widespread although four at Cropston Reservoir
on 1 May was the highest count. Blackcap were
the commonest of the warblers and were heard
in around 30 different sites, 15 were singing at
Cropston Reservoir on 24 April and a dozen at
The Outwoods on 4 May. Also there on the same
day were eight singing Garden Warbler.
Unfortunately they were only heard in another
eight places. Lesser Whitethroat were noted in
a dozen places far fewer than the Common
Whitethroat. At one site, Easthorpe Bridge in
the Vale of Belvoir seven were singing on 8 May.
Grasshopper Warbler were heard at eight sites,
there may well have been at others but its song
is well known for being too high a pitch for older
ears, mine included. There were slightly more
Reed Warbler reported than Sedge Warbler
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with both in suitable waterside habitats. The
Grantham Canal supported 13 Reed and ten
Sedge at Stathern Bridge on the Grantham Canal
on 28 May.

House Sparrow © Jim Graham

Nuthatch © Jim Graham

Apart from a garden in Loughborough, all
Nuthatch were seen in the Charnwood woods
with breeding proven at Swithland Reservoir. A
similar note can be made for Treecreeper, all
were in Charnwood apart from one at Thornton
Reservoir. Breeding was noted in Bradgate Park.
Wren were to be heard all over the area with
16 singing in the Outwoods and 13 at
Normanton-le-Heath.
Starlings are by no means as common as
they once were with only one flock reaching 100
birds.
A male Ring Ouzel at Burbage on 27 April
was the only one of its kind noted this spring.
Blackbird were ubiquitous and Song Thrush
were seen or heard in 20 separate sites with
nine singing birds at Normanton-le-Heath on 6
May. Mistle Thrush numbers seem to be
declining with only nine sites noted. However a
pair bred in Bradgate Park.
Spotted Flycatcher were found at three sites
all in mid-May; these were Bradgate Park,
Swithland Reservoir and Swithland Wood. They
were not mentioned after that.
Robin, like the Blackbird, were numerous
with double-figure counts in some areas. A Black
Redstart was heard singing in Leicester in early
and late May. A Common Redstart was singing
near Cropston Reservoir on 24 April. A Whinchat
was singing briefly at a nature area in Leicester
on the late date of 9 June. The spring passage
of Wheatear did not produce any big numbers
with four at Warren Hills on 9 April being the
most together. Others were at QE2 Wood at
Ravenstone and Bradgate Park.
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Small numbers of Dunnock were noted,
surprisingly mostly away from gardens which I
thought was their natural habitat. The maximum
number of House Sparrow was 16 in a Holwell
garden on 26 June.
Yellow Wagtail were seen at Swithland
Reservoir, Groby Pool, Rabbits Bridge and
Easthorpe Bridge as well as a flyover in Leicester.
No suggestion of breeding pairs was mentioned.
The main sightings of Grey Wagtail were at
Cropston Reservoir and Bradgate Park with
breeding proven at both sites. Others were
regularly seen at Groby Pool. Pied Wagtail were
probably under-recorded with the majority seen
at Birstall Meadows and Cropston Reservoir.
Tree Pipit were at suitable nesting areas in
Bradgate Park and Charnwood Lodge. The same
sites held Meadow Pipit and 15 were noted at
Groby Pool on 6 April.
The maximum counts for Chaffinch,
Greenfinch and Goldfinch were 11, ten and 12
respectively in the same garden at Cropston.
Siskin were the most reported of the finches
with most being garden observations. Young
birds were seen at Cropston and others were in
probable breeding areas. There were few Linnet
records but breeding was confirmed in Bradgate
Park. A loose group of Lesser Redpoll was in the
Outwoods on 4 May. Bullfinch were well
reported but never more than three birds
together.
Yellowhammer were noted in 15 different
places with eight singing birds at Normanton-leHeath on 6 May. There were slightly fewer Reed
Bunting records with five at Cossington
Meadows on 6 May. There was an excellent
record of a single Corn Bunting at Measham on
8 May.
Bas Forgham
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Given the small amount of data which we
receive, it is extremely difficult, if not
impossible, to make any pronouncements about
the state of our local populations of reptiles and
amphibians. Nevertheless, I have the feeling
that the weather during the second quarter of
this year was not very kind to our reptiles and
amphibians or to the invertebrates upon which
they feed.
Sadly, we have sightings for only one species
of reptile:
Slow-worm Anguis fragili: this sighting – or
rather sightings – comes from our regular
contributor, PJD. It seems that where she lives
in Quorn – on the low-lying side of the village –
there is quite a population of Slow Worms. Her
first sighting was on 4 May, when she found
seven specimens in a neighbour’s compost bin.
On the following day there were ten specimens
in the compost bin! Towards the end of the
month, on 28 May, PJD found a small specimen
on the path in her own garden. On 2 June, there
were two large specimens in her neighbour’s
garden, in the top of the compost bin. A few
days later, on 6 June, she found another
specimen on her own garden path. Meanwhile,
in another neighbour’s garden, at least three
individuals were sighted at various times during
June. All in all, it seems that we have a thriving
population of this reptile in this part of Quorn!
Smooth or Common Newt Lissotriton vulgari:
PJD reports that there were approximately ten
specimens of this species in a pond in her
neighbour’s garden on 3 April. PHG also reports
that there were several specimens in his own
Quorn garden pool during April.
Common Toad Bufo bufo: we have two sightings
for this amphibian, both courtesy of PHG. The
first was of a mating pair, near Dishley Pool, on
6 April. The second was of another mating pair,
this time in a garden on Meeting Street in
Quorn, on 6 May.
Common Frog Rana temporaria: our first
sighting comes from JG who had one very large
clump of spawn in his Cropston pond by 2 April
and another was laid on 4 April. SFW found a
single frog in Loughborough on the 6 April and
SFW and HI also came across a medium-sized
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specimen at Bagworth Heath, on 3 May. It
seems that frog tadpoles began to appear in
Quorn early in April, with HS reporting three
clumps of spawn in her garden pond on the
western side of Quorn on 10 April. By 18 April
the tadpoles were swimming freely among the
pond weeds. PHG reports that there were
numerous tadpoles in garden ponds in Warwick
Avenue, Quorn on 13 April but he suspected that
many would be eaten by the large number of
Smooth Newts which were present in the ponds.
On 23 May CW and SFW found several tadpoles
at Whatton House Gardens, and on 4 June SFW
and HI found a very large, yellow, adult
specimen in St Denys’ churchyard at Ibstock.
Later in the month, PHG found a tiny froglet in
his garden in Quorn. However, he had not seen
any spawn in his own garden pond and
consequently was mystified as to where it might
have come from. Subsequently, two more were
seen in the garden. PHG also adds that he has
had a report from a neighbour whose house on
Spinney Drive backs on to Tom Long’s Meadow
in the centre of Quorn, that he had seen
numbers of froglets emerging from pools in the
Meadow. Apparently, this was the first time this
had been seen for many years.
In most years I expect to see at least one or
two frogs on the road, having been run over
while making their way to local garden ponds in
order to spawn. However, this year I cannot
remember seeing a single specimen! On the
other hand, some weeks ago I came across a
small frog in my front garden, and recently my
back garden appears to have acquired a large
resident frog which is routinely active by night.
The nearest garden pond is some yards away,
and my impression is that outside the breeding
season frogs may turn up at some considerable
distance from the nearest water.
Finally, please do not hesitate to send in
records of the fauna which turns up in your own
garden, even if these sightings seem
commonplace!
Tony Onions

FISH (including CRAYFISH)
As suggested earlier, this second quarter of
the year does not appear to have been a very
kind one to our fish species – especially those in
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shallow, relatively still waters such as ponds and
canals. The problem is that although we may
have had some warm days, the air
temperatures, and consequently the water
temperatures, have tended to fall quickly again
during the nights which have been all too often
unseasonably cold. The Soar and the Wreake
and other Leicestershire rivers and streams are
closed to fishing for species other than Trout
between 14 March and 16 June. This “close
season” has been in force nationally in England
for many years and is intended to allow springspawning, non-salmonid fish species to go about
their business undisturbed. (It does not apply to
still waters and canals, where fishing is left to
the discretion of the owner.) However, in view
of the cold weather this year it is quite possible
that for some species, in both running and more
especially in still water, spawning may well have
been delayed.
During the last week of June ATO made a
return visit to Shelthorpe Top Pond (or
Woodthorpe Pond, as he prefers to call it). The
fish were reasonably active and he obtained 14
Rudd Scardinius erythrophthalmus, two Roach
Rutilus rutilus, and nine Perch Perca fluviatilis.
The largest of these specimens was one of the
Roach, which was approximately 26 cm in
length. It was not a particularly warm afternoon
and evening, and there were few insects about.
Later that same week, on 30 June, ATO paid a
return visit to the section of the Loughborough
Canal downstream from the so-called “Swing
Bridge”, to the east of Derby Road, at the back
of the houses. During the course of the
afternoon and evening he obtained a variety of
species of fish. The largest of these were two
Bronze or Common Bream Abramis brama, the
larger of which measured approximately 33 cm
in length and weighed 1.1 kg. He also obtained
four Roach Rutilus rutilus (to 18 cm), and a small
fish of approximately 10 cm, which he found
difficult to identify. Young fish are often difficult
to identify, but in this case the fish appeared to
be a hybrid between a Roach and a Bream,
having the shape of a Bream, but the colouring
of a Roach (including the very distinctive red iris
of the eye!). ATO also obtained five Perch Perca
fluviatilis (to 17 cm), and four specimens of the
Ruffe Gymnocephalus cernuus (to 10 cm).
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The Ruffe or Pope is the smallest member
of the Perch family found in Northern Europe.
It is found in England, where its range has almost
certainly been extended by human agency,
across France and Germany, north of the Alps,
and eastwards across Russia to Siberia. It is
found in lowland lakes and rivers – like the Soar
– and ponds with a sand or gravel substrate. It
is very much a cold water fish, although it can
in theory be kept in aquaria – providing that you
can keep the temperature down below about
20°C. The name “Ruffe” is an alternative spelling
of the word ‘rough’, and is thought to refer to
the fact that, like its relative the Perch, it has
two dorsal fins, the first of which consists of a
row of spines. The difference is that in the Perch
the two fins are separate, whereas in the Ruffe
the two fins are joined. (No-one seems to be
sure where the fish acquired its alternative
name of ‘Pope’!) The two species are very
differently coloured: the Ruffe has a pale
brownish back and sides with irregular darker
brown blotches. The fins are yellowish, and the
dorsal and tail fins are peppered with tiny black
spots. In clear water, there is often a greenish
tinge to the sides of the fish, as well as metallic
sheens on the head and gills, which can make
this species more colourful than this description
would suggest. In France, this species is known
as the “gudgeon perch” because in the past
people mistakenly believed that this species was
a hybrid between the Perch and the Gudgeon!
It rarely grows to more than 20 cm, and like
most small fish species it travels in shoals. In
April or May, when the water temperature
reaches 10 to 15°C they form larger, spawning
shoals in shallow water and shed their eggs on
to stones and water plants. The eggs hatch in
ten to 14 days and the young fish reach maturity
in two years. Adults feed on midge larvae and
other bottom-living organisms – including the
fry of other fish. Like other members of the
family, it appears that Ruffe make excellent
eating, if you are prepared to put up with the
fiddly job of cleaning them! Apparently they
provide a tasty dish when fried, and can also be
made into a delicious fish soup!
ATO also recovered from the canal an empty
mussel shell. (Possibly a Swan Mussel Anodonta
cygnea?) I appreciate that molluscs do not fall
within this brief, but I thought I would mention
this because the presence of freshwater mussels
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is a very good indicator of relatively good water
quality!
On the day in question there was a bitterly
cold wind, keeping the air temperature very low
for the time of the year. Consequently, there
was very little insect life to be seen, and the fish
became less active during the evening. It started
to rain at about 8 pm, at which time ATO
decided that discretion was the better part of
valour and it was time to go home! All in all, not
the sort of weather we expect for the last day
of June…

likewise recorded at just four localities. It was
first noted on 6 May when two were seen at
Asfordby Hill by LWP, whose later visits to the
site produced eight on the 16th and 14 on the
27th. May also produced four at Bloody Oaks
Quarry on the 16th and seven at Saltby Airfield
on the 27th. On 2 June two were found by DBF
in a National Forest Area just north of Moira,
which may prove to be a new site for this local
species. The Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae
was only reported seen in two localities with five
at Bloody Oaks Quarry on 16 May and seven at
Ketton Quarry NR on 28 May.

Tony Onions

DRAGONFLIES and DAMSELFLIES
The report for Q2 will appear in Heritage 223.

BUTTERFLIES
We keep hoping for a settled, sunny spring
to help our butterflies recover from what, in too
many species, are very low populations but,
sadly, this one will only have made these
matters worse. A really good spring and summer
would have helped those species with depleted
populations to recover and would also have
helped those species attempting to colonise
new sites to establish viable populations in VC55.
Hesperiidae
The Large Skipper Ochlodes sylvanus, like
many other species was late appearing this
spring. In June it was first noted on the 17th at
Kelham Bridge and later on at three other sites;
the only double-figure count was of about 20
recorded by JG at the Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Wood near Heather on the
21st. The Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages was

Grizzled Skipper © Steve Woodward

Pieridae
The Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni was
widely reported during April and May and was
last noted on 4 June in Ibstock Churchyard.
Altogether it was reported seen in 46 widely
scattered sites in VC55 and although most
sightings were of ones and twos, nine were seen
at Cossington Meadows on 7 May and eight at
Bloody Oaks Quarry on 16 May.
A scattering of Large White Pieris brassicae
were noted during late April to June, becoming
widespread in small numbers in some areas
during May. The Small White Pieris rapae was
more plentiful and a frequent visitor to many
gardens but, as usual, was under reported.
Sightings of the Green-veined White Pieris napi
from April onwards were better reported often
for gardens but also for a variety of grassy places
though numbers remained on the low side.
As usual the attractive Orange-tip
Anthocharis cardamines was well reported and
noted at some 49 widely spread sites. A male
was first observed on 13 April in a Quorn garden
and the species remained active throughout
May. Late sightings reported for June included

Dingy Skipper © Steve Woodward
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it is a delight to have the species in one’s own
garden.
Nymphalidae

Orange-tip pair © Jim Graham

two males in Bradgate Park on the 4th and one
in our Quorn garden on 9th. Six small larvae 15
– 18 mm long were found on a small colony of
Garlic Mustard in our Quorn garden on 13 June.
Three pupated on 18 June and three the
following day.
Lycaenidae
Small numbers of Green Hairstreak
Callophrys rubi were reported during May at
three sites. On the 9th, 12 were observed on
Timberwood Hill and environs at Charnwood
Lodge. On the 16th two were seen at Asfordby
Hill where two were also present on the 27th
and on the 28th one was identified in the
Donkey Paddock at Ketton Quarry NR.
Sadly the only Small Copper Lycaena
phloeas reported was one seen on Bradgate
Park on 15 May and similarly only one Brown
Argus Aricia agestes was observed and this at
Asfordby Hill on 27 May.
The first generation of Common Blue
Polyommatus Icarus was only reported seen at
four sites up until the end of June. In May one
was noted at Bloody Oaks Quarry on the 16th,
nine at Asfordby Hill on the 27th and seven at
Ketton Quarry NR on the 28th. In June seven
were noted in a meadow at Bede Island,
Leicester on the 25th. Yet again, a particularly
disappointing spring for this attractive little
butterfly. Thankfully, the Holly Blue Celastrina
argeolas fared much better and was reported
seen in 30 well spread sites, often in member’s
gardens and in churchyards. The first sightings
reported were on 20 April when it was noted in
member’s gardens in Cropston, Quorn and
Shelthorpe. It remained active into June when
it was last reported on the 24th at Quorn.
Although colonies of this species are rarely large
LNC Heritage Edition 222

As in other recent springs, numbers of Red
Admiral
Vanessa
atalanta
remained
disappointingly low with only six reported
sightings of lone individuals. It was noted first
on 7 May at Cossington Meadows and on the
22nd at Long Close, Woodhouse Eaves, Tixover
and South Luffenham churchyard. In June it was
observed in FTS’s Barlestone garden and at
Rough Hill, Woodhouse Eaves on the 21st.
During six days in early June, the Painted
Lady Cynthia cardui was recorded at seven well
scattered sites. On the 4th it was found in
gardens at Rothley and Quorn, the latter staying
until the 5th. On the 6th one appeared in a
Barlestone garden and on the 7th one was
present in a Loughborough garden and two were
located in Shepshed Quarry South. Finally, on
the 9th one was found at Croft Pasture NR.
During the same time very large numbers
(hundreds) of distinctive migrants were
attracting attention on the NW Norfolk coast at
Holme-next-the-Sea and inland at Ringstead.
During the spring the Small Tortoiseshell
Aglais urticae was widely reported seen at 28
sites throughout April, May and early June and
a few reports of new generation butterflies in
late June. Most reports were of single-figure
counts but in April, 26 were counted at
Cossington Meadows on the 14th and 12 or
more at Willowbrook Park in Leicester on the
20th. In May the maximum count was 17 in
LWP’s Rothley garden and environs on the 5th.
Although the Peacock Inachis io did not have a
good breeding season last year, it was well
reported at 35 sites during this quarter and with

Peacock © Jim Graham
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late sightings during May at Bawdon Lodge and
Sence Valley FP on the 17th, at Cropston village
on the 27th and at Stathern Bridge on the 28th.
This was a rather poor spring for the Comma
Polygonia c-album which was only noted in
eight separate localities this quarter. It was first
seen at Quorn on 2 April with two in Tom Long’s
Meadow and two in our Meeting Street garden.
Other April sightings were in EPT’s garden in
Loughborough on the 10th, at Cropston
Reservoir on the 19th and at Buddon Brook
Meadows and Leicester Arboretum on the 20th.
In May it was recorded at Prestwold Hall church
on the 4th, again in our Quorn garden on the
5th & 6th and at Long Close in Woodhouse Eaves
on the 22nd.
Satyridae
The Speckled Wood Parage aegeria was
late appearing this year and the only April
sighting was one seen in Evington Park by HB on
the 20th. During the quarter it was seen at 24
well spread sites, 12 during May and 12 during
June. Mostly recorded on ones and twos with a
maximum of four at Appleton Park in Leicester
on 9 June and ten or more at the Queen
Elizabeth II Wood near Heather on the 21st.
The Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina also
made a late appearance and was first seen on
19 June at Bradgate Park. On the 20th one
appeared in our Quorn garden and on the 21st
it was active in a hay meadow off Wood Lane in
Quorn, and 20 were present in a new woodland
at Ravenstone. Finally on the 22nd one was seen
at Kelham Bridge near Ibstock and several others
were found at Bede Island and Monk’s Rest in
Leicester.
Only one Ringlet Aphantopus hypernatus
was reported and this was seen by HB on the
Great Central Railway track in Leicester on 26
June.
During June, the now local Small Heath
Coenonympha pamphilus was noted at just four
sites: Castle Hill, Mountsorrel on 6th;
Charnwood Lodge on 8th; Bradgate Park – one
each at two sites on the 19th, and in new
woodland at Ravenstone where 30 or more
were seen on the 21st.
Peter Gamble

LNC Heritage Edition 222

MOTHS
I am pleased to report that the moth trap in
Bradgate Park is back up and running. We are
grateful to Mick and Jo Braker for overseeing
the recording there and we look forward to their
results, of which the first list is incorporated in
this report.
I will start off with the usual sums, a total of
772 individuals were recorded of 116 species by
nine recorders. The total numbers are a
minimum count as I still receive the quantity
stated as, “several, many and in numbers”. I
make a best guess at these but no doubt I am
some way on the low side. Common Swift
Hepialus lupulinus was at Bradgate Park and
Croft NR, the only Map-winged Swift Hepialus
fusconebulosa was at Bradgate Park, both in
June. The characteristic leaf mines of Stigmella
aurella were found at Grimston and
Loughborough in early April, and the stunning
longhorn moth Nemophora degerella was in a
Quorn garden in mid-June. The only report of
Forester Adscita statices was from Rough Hill
Wood in late June, and the Case-bearing Clothes
Moth Tinea pellionella was attracted to light in
Rothley.
May and June proved to be exceptional
months for Diamond-back Moth Plutella
xylostella migration but it did not end there as
migration carried throughout most of the
following months. It is stated that “many
millions” were reported throughout the UK from
south-west England to Orkney. In VC55 we had
a reasonable share, many were reported from
moth traps but most were seen while out
walking disturbing clouds from underfoot.
Brown
House
Moth
Hofmanophila
pseudospretella, White-shouldered House
Moth Endrosis sarcitrella and Agonopterix
arenella were only reported from a Rothley
garden. It has been a few years since Green Oak
Tortrix Tortrix viridana has been seen in the
huge numbers we used to see, and it seems
incredible that the only record is of a singleton
to light in Bradgate Park. The lack of caterpillars
will be good news for oak trees, but not so good
for Blue Tits and other small passerines trying
to feed hungry chicks. Five of the rather smart
Tortrix moth Grapholita jungiella were found
at Asfordby Hill in mid-May.
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There is a whole group of micros we casually
label as grass moths, many are a pale creamy
brown and often disturbed in numbers on
grassland sites, they have been conspicuously
absent this year. Garden Grass-veneer
Chrysotuecia culmella and Crambus pascuella
were only recorded from LWP’s light trap in
Rothley. The Mint Moth Pyrausta aurata was
seen again in Quorn and its close relative
Pyrausta purpuralis was found at Asfordby Hill
and Bloody Oaks Quarry all from mid-May
onwards. The Bee Moth Aphomia sociella was
fairly frequent, but only from a single site at
Rothley. Records for March Moth Alsophila
aescularia, Blood-vein Timandra comai and
Small Blood-vein Scopula imitaria were only
recorded from a Groby garden. Another moth
that is usually widespread and seen in large
numbers is Silver-ground Carpet Xanthoroe
montanata but this quarter only at Bradgate
Park. The pretty Rose feeding Streamer Anticlea
derivata visited a Rothley garden light trap in
May and June and the same site produced the
only Red-green Carpet Chlorochlysta siterata.
Singles of Spruce Carpet Thera Britannica at
Rothley and Broken-barred Carpet Electrophaes
corylata at Cropston both in mid-June were the
only sites these two species were seen. The
same applies to Foxglove Pug Eupithecia
pulchellata and Mottled Pug E. exiguata was
only seen at Rothley and Cropston.
The Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata was
fairly widespread at Croft, Sandhills Lodge and
several meadows near Sapcote. Asfordby Hill
produced the only sighting of Latticed Heath
Chiasmia clathrata with Brown Silver-line
Petrophora chlorosata in its usual haunts over
the Charnwood Forest while Rothley and
Cropston shared the only records of Peppered
Moth Biston betularia. Poplar Hawk-moth
Laothoe populi was only at Rothley,
Hummingbird Hawk-moth Macroglossa
stellatarumi only at Barlestone and Small
Elephant Hawk-moth Deilephila porcellus at
Cropston. This last species seems to be
becoming a regular in garden moth traps this
last couple of years. Bradgate Park recorded the
only Buff-tip Phalera bucephala and Swallow
Prominent Phoesia tremula. Just a single
sighting of Cinnabar Tyria jacobaeae in Coalville
at St. David’s Church.
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Small Elephant Hawk-moth © Jim Graham

The most recorded and most widespread
moth was Heart and Dart Agrotis exclamationis
albeit in singletons. Apart from Large Yellow
Underwing Noctua pronuba the only other
“yellow underwing” was Broad-bordered
Yellow Underwing Noctua fimbriata at Rothley.
The Broom Moth Melanchra pisi was recorded
on several occasions, but only at Bradgate Park
and at the same site was Shoulder-striped
Wainscot Mythimnia comma. The Mullein
Shargacullia verbasci, Early Grey Xylocampa
areola and Coronet Craniophora ligustri were
at Rothley and Brown Rustic Rusina ferrginea
was at Rothley and Bradgate Park. Surprisingly
the only Silver Y Autographa gamma were at
Cropston, you would have thought with all the
Diamondbacks this would have been equally as
abundant. Burnet Companion Euclidia glyphica
were widespread and finally Straw Dot Rivula
sericealis was only seen at Quorn. I know we all
have a moan about how few insects we see
these days, but out of the lists I received for this
section only two species made it into doublefigures. The migrant Diamondback was
recorded in hundreds and Chimney Sweeper
just about totalled 50. All the rest of the species
recorded for this quarter were in single figures,
should we be worried?
Many thanks for everyone’s records.
Graham & Anona Finch
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BEETLES
A second volume in the Beetles of Britain
and Ireland series has been published: Volume
4 Cerambycidae to Curculionidae. This volume
keys 983 species from 14 families, the
Longhorns, the Leaf and Seed Beetles and all of
the Weevils with 59 colour plates of 348
photographs of selected species. The first
volume was Volume 1 Sphaeriusidae to
Silphidae which keys 887 species from 18
families, quite a mixture including the Whirligig
Beetles, Diving Beetles, Carabids and Carrion
beetles, as well as the ‘Hydrophiloid’ group of
water beetle families plus the Hister Beetles and
several others with 47 colour plates showing 241
species.
The volumes are not coming out in
numerical order and it looks like Volume 3 will
be the next, Geotrupidae to Scraptidae, leaving
Volume 2 until last, the Staphylinidae. I am
guessing this last volume will be the most
eagerly awaited as there are many families
within the Staphylinidae where there is very
little or in some cases no accessible information.
The series when complete will be the first
comprehensive account of the beetles of the
British Isles since Joy’s A Practical Handbook,
published in 1932. Keys will be provided to every
native and naturalised species. Hundreds of line
drawings accompany the keys to illustrate
crucial characters needed for identification. Up
to now, volumes in the series seem to be coming
out about every four years, Vol. 1 2012 and Vol.
4 2016, so I am afraid we will have to wait until
around 2024 before we get our hands on the
“Staphs”. They are privately published by the
author Andrew Duff and work out at just under
£100 each, but are worth every penny.
On to this quarter’s summary, despite the
extremely variable weather we had over the
three months, eight recorders did their best to
record 4,880 individuals of 234 species. The
same quarter last year produced 4,735
individuals of 260 species, but we did have 13
recorders last year, so a fairly similar outcome
but by fewer people. Again the Carabids held
top spot with 48 species, Staphs second with 36
species and Weevils with a very respectable 26
species. Pitfall trapping continued at Bradgate
Park and Sandhills Lodge, but not with
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particularly exciting results - I think this was due
to poor placement of the traps rather than
reflecting on the habitat quality. Very few Water
Beetles were recorded this quarter, starting with
Cherrystone Beetle Hyphydrus ovatus in a
bottle trap in the pond at Stinking Wood at
Sandhills Lodge. Cribb’s Meadow produced
Hydroglyphus geminus and Hygrotus inaequalis
netted in from the large pond, in early June and
all singletons. A single Agabus sturmii was in the
bottle trap at Sandhills Lodge in mid-June and
Dytiscus semisulcatus was found at Rutland
Water in early May. Out of the 48 species of
Carabids recorded, the pick of the best were
Carabus granulatus a singleton found under a
sheet of polythene on Loughborough Big
Meadows (abbreviated to LBM from now on) in
late April and two Carabus nemoralis from the
pitfall traps in Bradgate Park in mid-May. A very
noticeable lack of sightings of the larger Carabus
species, hopefully it does not mean anything too
worrying.

Carabus granulatus © Graham Finch

It is always a thrill to find a new site for a
significant species and at least two Green Tiger
Beetles Cicindela campestris at Bardon Hill
along the lower slopes of the recently re-routed
footpath were a pleasing sight, the only other
report for this species was from its usual haunt
at Bradgate Park, both from the first half of May.
A single Elaphrus riparius was found in the
well-shaded pond in Fishpond Plantation in
Burton on the Wolds in early May. Seven species
of Bembidion were recorded and all either from
NW Leicestershire or the Charnwood Forest, I
guess this shows where the majority of the
fieldwork was undertaken. Slash Lane really
does produce the goods after the Soar has been
in flood, five Patrobus atrorufus were sieved
from flood debris mid-June. Bradgate Park and
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Slash Lane produced the only Poecilus cupreus
records, but a single P. versicolor was found
under a decomposing Pheasant carcass in
Bradgate Park in mid-June. Seven species of
Pterostichus were recorded, apart from the
usual candidates, were Pterostichus vernalis
and P. diligens from LBM and Slash Lane and P.
strenuus from Kelham Bridge, Lea Meadows and
Slash Lane mainly from sieving flood refuse and
dead reed debris. The next five species are all
associated with wetland/marshland habitats
and can be found readily by turning stones at
the water’s edge or sieving grass tussocks beside
watercourses, especially if they have been in
flood. Paranchus albipes, Oxypselaphus
obscurus,
Agonum
fuliginosum,
A.
emarginatum and A. marginatum all were fairly
widespread throughout the county. Platynus
assimilis usually one of the most frequently
found Carabids, was recorded only once, under
a plank of wood at Sandhills Lodge at the end of
April. The regular Amara spp. were well
reported and also plenty of Harpalus rufipes. A
single Trichocellus placidus was sieved from
grass cuttings that had accumulated in a
waterlogged depression in Cloud Wood in early
April. Yet another species associated with wet
pond margins and flushes, a single Acupalpus
dubius was found by sieving flood debris in Lea
Meadows in early April. Although fairly
widespread, albeit thinly, this is the latest record
of this scarcely recorded species, which was first
found at Charnwood Lodge 1965 by Harry
Clements. Among the usual “Dromoid” species,
which are often found climbing tall vegetation
or trees, it was nice to find Calodromius spilotus
and Syntomus foveatus. The former at several
sites, but the latter only at Bradgate Park beaten from a dead aerial oak branch. Standing
dead wood is extremely important for a whole
range of our flora and fauna, especially beetles,
supporting some very rare and restricted
species. Bradgate Park is one of the best
examples we have and we are not only very
privileged to have this on our doorstep but also
to have access in order to continue surveying
this wonderful area.
A few more water beetles, singles of
Helophorus brevipalpis and Coelostoma
orbiculare were netted from one of the ponds
at Cribb’s Meadow in early June and two
Anacaena globulus were found in sieved grass
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cuttings at Cloud Wood in early April. Cow and
horse dung produced three species of
Sphaeridium. Continuing along the “dung”
theme
Cercyon
haemorrhoidalis,
C.
melanocephalus and C. quisquilius were fairly
widespread, favouring sheep dung, all in May
and June. The earlier mentioned dead pheasant
in Bradgate Park also produced two Saprinus
semistriatus - only four previous records in the
database for this, so quite a good record. Two
of the very similar Margarinotus striola were
sieved out of flood debris from the River Soar
along Slash Lane in mid-June. The only members
of the Silphidae were a single Silpha atrata from
Sandhills Lodge, two Necrophorus humator and
five N. vespillo from Bradgate Park, all from
pitfall traps.
Two Lesteva species start the Staph list off,
Lesteva longoelytra swept from low roadside
vegetation near Carlton and L. sicula sieved
from dead reed litter at Sandhills Lodge and
Sepedophilus marshami was found in sieved
grass cuttings at Kelham Bridge in mid-April. Just
one record of Tachyporus dispar at Cloud Wood
mid-April but a close relative Tachyporus
obtusus was one of the most widespread
recorded beetles of the quarter, with numbers
in double-figures at most sites. The Aleocharinae
are notoriously difficult, but as with most groups
there are some that “can be done” so the two
Aleochara curtula were a pleasing record to
have, found under that aforementioned
pheasant in Bradgate Park. Oxytelus laqueatus
were found in cow and horse dung, Anotylus
rugosus were sieved from flood debris and grass
cuttings, whereas Anotylus sculpturatus was
found mainly in various dung samples plus a
singleton from a pitfall trap in Bradgate Park.
The Stenus genera of Staphs are a lovely
group to work with, they have character with
their huge bulging eyes and they seem to be
easily found in most habitats, meaning you need
never be short of material to work through. Ten
species were found, again mainly from the North
West and Charnwood Forest areas, all the
species found are relatively common S.
bimaculatus, clavicornis, juno, cicindeloides,
similis, solutus, tarsalis, flavipes, pallitarsis and
impressus. There are 74 Stenus species and 50
have been recorded in the county, quite a large
genus and often encountered no matter what
Page 15

search methods you use. Two species of Rugilus
were found by sieving grass cuttings at Kelham
Bridge in mid-April both as singles, Rugilus
orbiculatus and R. rufipes. These are fairly
similar to the Stenus but lack the bulging eyes
and the head is connected to the
pronotum/thorax by the narrowest of neck,
barely looking strong enough to support the
head, They are another very nice group to get
into, with seven species in the genus and six
have been recorded in the county. Seven
Philonthus species were recorded with
Philonthus jurgans the best of the bunch, with
only five previous records, last recorded in 2000
by Jenny Owen from Scraptoft.
A solitary Sinodendron cylindricum was
found inside dead wood at Burton on the Wolds
in early May. Moving on to the Aphodius, where
12 species were recorded mainly from various
dung samples, but sheep dung has been the
most productive this quarter. A quick sortie into
a sheep field at Brooke near Priors Coppice
where singles of Aphodius depressus and A.
luridus were found, together with numerous A.
ater and A. prodromus, these last two were the
most recorded and widespread Aphodius
species. Just one Aphodius fimetarius was
sieved from flood debris at Lea Meadows and
two A. pedellus were from flood debris along
Slash Lane. This was only added to the county
list in 2012, the first record was from Sapcote in
2012, second from Fosse Meadows in 2015, and
then Sandhills Lodge later in 2015. Aphodius
pusillus was found at Kirby Mallory and at
Brooke both on sheep dung, and a single
Aphodius sphacelatus was found at Charnwood
Lodge. A. haemorrhoidalis at Kirby Mallory and
Ullesthorpe. The huge A. fossor was recorded
on four occasions and finally A. sticticus was at
Ullesthorpe and Sandhills Lodge. Most recent
records of the Garden Chafer Phyllopertha
horticola have previously only been recorded
from a garden in Quorn and from just a single
location. Interestingly, still restricted to Quorn,
this quarter we have two new sites, another
garden and the Quorn Cricket Field. So unless
we are missing it, which I doubt, Quorn has the
monopoly on this distinctive and sometimes
destructive species. The striking Odeles
marginata was a nice surprise in the pitfall traps
at Sandhills Lodge, making a change from the
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usual Carabids, only eight previous records and
the last by Derek Lott from Ulverscroft in 2006.
Nine species of Click beetles were recorded;
the stunning Ctenicera pectinicornis was found
at two sites, a meadow at Newton Burgoland in
mid-May and Sandhills Lodge in mid-June, both
SSSI meadows. Three distinctive Prosternon
tessellatum were found in Bradgate Park in
mid-June, and a solitary Kibunea minuta was
found in a small flowery meadow near Sapcote
at the end of May. A single Denticollis linearis
was at Charnwood Lodge at the end of June,
while Athous haemorrhoidalis and Agriotes
acuminatus were both fairly widespread. The
only Agriotes lineatus was at LBM in dead reed
debris and a single Agriotes obscurus was in a
pitfall trap in Bradgate Park. Another
widespread species was Agriotes pallidulus but
A. sputator was only found at Bradgate Park and
Wymondham Rough.
A concerted effort with the Soldier beetles
resulted in ten species, Cantharus decipiens and
C. lateralis were widespread but just the one
record for Cantharis livida from Nutwood
Pasture at Market Bosworth. Well over 100
Cantharis nigra were swept from Cossington
Meadows at the end of June, with smaller
numbers from several other sites. Just two
Cantharis nigricans were swept from a meadow
at Sandhills Lodge, with only singles of C.
pellucida and C. rufa from Cossington Meadows.
Cantharis rustica was widespread, including
several records from the city. The only records
of Rhagonycha lignosa came from Charnwood
Lodge with R. testacea only from Sandhills
Lodge but on several occasions, last in the
Cantharidae, a single Malthodes minimus again
from Sandhills Lodge. A quite striking black and
white Megatoma undata, a Nationally Notable

Megatoma undata © Graham Finch
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B species, was beaten from an aerial dead
branch in Bradgate Park in early May.
The colourful “pest” Anthrenus verbasci was
found at Quorn and a single Fan-bearing Woodborer Ptilinus pectinicornis was beaten from a
dead aerial branch at Charnwood Lodge. A
colony of the attractive Ant Beetle Thanasimus
formicarius was located under the bark of a
standing dead tree in Bradgate Park, the colony
held at least eight individuals. The Malachite
Beetle Malachius bipustulatus seemed to be
having a good season as it was recorded from a
wide scattering of sites. One of the soft-winged
Flower Beetles Kateretes pusillus was found on
several occasions by sweeping low vegetation
in a damp meadow at Sandhills Lodge and the
similar Epuraea biguttata was beaten from
Sallow catkins on LBM. An unidentified animal
skull brought to the Welford Road Bioblitz in
May was held over a white tray and given a good
bashing, out dropped a single Omosita
discoides. All the latest records for this are from
Bradgate Park, so this proves that this species
can be found elsewhere given the right medium
and someone to look for it. As usual Meligethes
aeneus was everywhere in 1,000’s, but also
Meligethes atratus was found at Sandhills
Lodge, Wymeswold Meadows and Cloud Wood,
mainly beaten from Hawthorn blossom. Sieving
dead reed litter from Sandhills Lodge and LBM
produced the only records of Psammoecus
bipunctatus with well over 50 individuals from
LBM and beating Gorse at Lount produced the
only Micrambe ulicis.
Hawthorn blossom is one of the best sources
to find an assortment of beetles this time of
year, either searching or beating over a white
tray. There are two similar small orange
coloured Chrysomelids that are really common,
fortunately they can be very easily separated.
Byturus ochraceus shiny pale orange with the
punctation on the elytra forming almost
continual straight lines and Raspberry Beetle B.
tomentosus same colour, but the punctation is
quite random around the base of the elytra, thus
not forming the obvious continual straight lines
of the previous species. Both these species were
found to be widespread once the hawthorns
were in full flower, particularly B. tomentosus.
The rather stunning ladybird mimic False
Ladybird Endomychus coccineus was found in
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Ibstock churchyard beginning of June. It is quite
a large, bright red beetle with four large black
spots, unfortunately it does not get recorded
very often, so I doubt if it is being missed, which
suggests that it is quite a scarce beetle in the
county.
The small Rhyzobius litura starts the
ladybirds off when two were swept from low
vegetation at Bardon Hill in mid-April, the similar
Coccidula rufa was found at several sites all on
the Charnwood Forest, throughout the quarter.
Just two records of Kidney-spot Ladybird
Chilocorus renipustulatus from Lea Meadows
and Cloud Wood in early April were the only
ones, and Pine Ladybird Exochomus
quadripustulatus was only recorded from a
garden in Loughborough in April and May. Very
few Orange Ladybird Halyzia sedecimguttata,
just three records in April and May, but 22-spot
Ladybird Psyllobora vigintiduopunctata was
well reported. Cribb’s Meadow and Ibstock
produced the only two records of Cream-spot
Ladybird Calvia quattuordecimpunctata but
Harlequin Ladybird Harmonia axyridis was
recorded from over a dozen sites countywide
from early May to early June, including 200 from
St. Mary’s churchyard Ayston in Rutland in late
May. 2-spot Ladybird Adalia bipunctata and
10-spot Ladybird Adalia decempunctata were
widespread, but just a single 5-spot Ladybird
Coccinella quinquepunctata was sieved from
flood debris along Slash Lane. The most
recorded beetle this quarter was 7-spot
Ladybird Coccinella septempunctata with over
20 sightings but all in single figures, with seven
being the highest total at Clipsham at the end
of May. A solitary Larch Ladybird Aphidecta
obliterata was beaten from Larch at Charnwood
Lodge and ten Water Ladybird Anisosticta
novemdecimpuntata were sieved from dead
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reed debris on LBM, both species in mid-April.
The last ladybird species, 16-spot Ladybird
Tytthaspis sedecimpunctata, was found to be
fairly widespread in all three months.
One of the small brown scavenger beetles,
the rather knobbly Cartodere nodifer was
beaten from aerial dead wood at Charnwood
Lodge in late June. A striking shiny black
Tenebrionid with two large orange shoulder
patches which turned out to be Mycetochara
humeralis was found in Bradgate Park in midJune. A Nationally Scarce beetle, which feeds on
fungus underneath the bark of ancient trees, not
only was it in the right place but it is a new
record for VC55. A single Ischnomera cyanea
was swept from low vegetation at Wymeswold
Meadow in early May, Oedemera nobilis and O.
lurida were both widespread and the Common
Cardinal Beetle Pyrochroa serraticornis was
found at Cloud Wood, Sapcote and Cribb’s
Meadow from late May to early June.
Another nice little group to “get involved
with” are the Scraptidae, particularly Anaspis.
Some are easy, some make you scratch your
head and some will make you rip your hair out
- best leave this last lot alone. They are all dealt
with in a superb handbook by Brian Levey,
British Scraptidae, the easy ones can be
frequently found by beating hawthorn blossom
and can be very numerous, Anaspis frontalis, A.
fasciata, A. maculata and A. thoracica were all

Anaspis fasciata © Graham Finch

taken from hawthorn blossom. Other flowers
they were found on were Broom and Bramble.
Only three longhorn species were reported
and one of those has now got complicated.
Grammoptera ruficornis was everywhere, just
two records of Wasp Beetle Clytus arietus from
long Whatton and Loughborough and what we
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Leiopus nebulosus © Steve Woodward

thought was a single Leiopus nebulosus from
Bradgate Park. Well it would be normally, but a
sibling species has currently been found from
Sweden, material has been examined from
Britain and now indeed we do have this new
species. The discovery has been confirmed by
DNA-analysis, combined with genital dissection
and intense morphological scrutiny, the
differences are quite subtle, but constant. What
this means to us is that we cannot identify
specimens to species level in the field; all
specimens need to be dissected to determine
whether we have nebulosus or the new species
Leiopus linnei sp.nov. It also throws uncertainty
on previous records, how much easier life would
be without taxonomists! But……… we all want
to be as accurate as possible and this means
accepting the instructions from the powers that
be. It could also prove very interesting, as
although we are not overrun with Leiopus spp.,
we can join in the quest to help establish the
true whereabouts and status of a new species,
quite exciting really.
OK then, back to normal. Chrysomelidae
starts off with an odd looking beetle Bruchidus
villosus which is funny enough in itself as it is
known as the Bean Weevil, but it is not a weevil,
it is a Chrysomelid. Several individuals were
beaten off Broom from Swithland Railway
Sidings in early May. The Lily Beetle Lilioceris
lilii seemed to be well reported, mainly in and
around the Loughborough area taking great
delight in demolishing prize Fritillaries and
related plants. Three species of Tortoise Beetles
were recorded: Cassida rubiginosa from Cribb’s
Meadow and Barkby Thorpe, C. vibex from
Cribb’s Meadow and Sapcote and C. viridis from
Barkby Thorpe. The large shinning bright
metallic green Mint Leaf Beetle Chrysolina
herbacea was found on water mint at Colony
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Reservoir on Charnwood Lodge. This constitutes
the first record of this eye-catching beetle for
the county, making it worth searching any
patches of water mint during June and July next
year. Much more abundant and equally striking,
swept from low vegetation at Cloud Wood, was
Chrysolina hyperici which feeds on St. Johnswort. This is another one to look out for
wherever the food plant can be found. The
Green Dock Beetle Gastrophysa viridula was
abundant throughout, Phaedon cochleariae was
only found at Lea Meadows in early April,
whereas Celery Leaf Beetle P. tumidulus was
widespread, as was Hawthorn Leaf Beetle
Lochmaea crataegi. More often found by
sweeping low vegetation in buttercup meadows
Hydrothrassa marginella was found by this
method at Cossington Meadows, a meadow in
Newton Burgoland and Sandhills Lodge. Both
the latter are SSSI meadows. Resembling a small
black and yellow striped humbug Phyllotreta
ochripes plus the electric blue Altica lythri were
only found at Sandhills Lodge. The tiny
Hippuriphila modeeri was swept off horsetail at
Lount Local Nature Reserve, the iridescent gold
and purple Crepidodera aurata were
widespread on Salix spp., but C. fulvicornis was
only at Cloud Wood. One of the Flea beetles
Chaetocnema hortensis was sieved from flood
debris along Slash Lane in mid-June.
The weevils begin with the black and red,
rather exotic looking and named Apple Fruit
Rhynchites Tatianaerrhynchites aequatus was
fairly widespread, beaten off Blackthorn and
Hawthorn blossom in April and May. A singleton
of its close relative Strawberry Rhynchites
Neocoenorrhinus germanicus was swept from
low vegetation in Cloud Wood at the end of
May. Random sweeping of low vegetation rich
in flowers plus various vetches is a sure fire way
to collect dozens of species, but it does not
make for easy identification. Knowing which
plant species the specimen came from is a
significant aid to identifying your specimen.
Targeting known food/host plants is a much
easier way to record this group. Tapping the
flowers of Mallow into a tray at Priors Coppice
and Kelham Bridge produced Aspidapion
radiolus, at the last site over 30 individuals were
located. Gorse is another good target and
usually reveals huge numbers of Gorse Weevil
Exapion ulicis, which was the case at Lount Local
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Apion frumentarium © Graham Finch

Nature Reserve, Quorn Railway Sidings and
Bardon Hill. Out of the five species of small red
Apions only Apion frumentarium was recorded,
being found at several sites including Welford
Road Cemetery, the Raspberry Weevil
Otiorhynchus singularis was at the same site
plus in a meadow in Sapcote. To the gardeners
delight, the only record of Vine Weevil
Otiorhynchus sulcatus came from Grace Dieu
Wood, well away from everyone’s prize plants.
There is a whole group of green Polydrusus and
Phyllobius weevils some associated with nettles
and others more arboreal, and all look very
similar. Small Green Nettle Weevil Phyllobius
roboretanus and Common Leaf Weevil P. pyri

Small Green Nettle Weevil © Graham Finch

were generally common but Silver-green Leaf
Weevil P. argentatus was only found in
Bradgate Park, on hawthorn blossom. The small,
brown, shiny and hairy Hairy Spider Weevil
Barypeithes pellucidus was found at numerous
sites as was Sitona lineatus making it the most
frequently recorded weevil. Gorse and Broom
are good host targets to go for and Andrion
regensteinense is almost always guaranteed to
be found; all the reports came from the
Charnwood area. Figwort is yet another good
plant to target and several similar grey and
white weevils can be found on this host plant;
Cionus hortulanus, C. scrophulariae and C.
tuberculosis were all found on this plant in
Cloud Wood at the end of May. Care needs to
be taken when separating these three species,
as they look very much alike. Dorytomus
taeniatus is quite a nice mottled weevil beaten
from Sallow catkins and a single Rhinoncus
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perpendicularis was swept from low vegetation,
both from LBM at the end of April. With a host
plant of Yarrow, you would think the distinctive
brown and white chequered Trichosirocalus
barnevillei would be found everywhere. It may
well be but it was only recorded from Quorn
Railway Sidings and Cribb’s Meadow. Surely a
bit more effort would add a significant amount
of records for this species, seven previous
records and last recorded at Loughborough in
1993. The Small Nettle Weevil Nedyus
quadrimaculatus was found wherever the host
plant occurred and finally five Mecinus pyraster
were found on Ribwort Plantain at Quorn
Railway Sidings, with only 25 previous records
this ought to be another easy target species.
Many thanks to all who sent in records for
this bumper quarter.
Graham Finch

OTHER INSECTS

seen at Saxelbye, two under loose stones in St
Peter’s churchyard on 8 April, Quorn one on 27
May, a single at Evington Park on 4 June, all
adults. Sloe Bug Dolicoris baccarum were
recorded in May from Quorn, West Bridge and
Monks Rest with seven adults mating and adults
common at Bede Island meadow on 25 June.
One was on Cotoneaster in a Cropston garden
on 23 June. A single Birch Shieldbug
Elasmostethus interstinctus was reported from
Welford Road Cemetery on 20 May.
Bishop's Mitre Aelia acuminata records
from Bede Island meadow, adults were common
on 6 June, with two at Appleton Park, also in
June.
Two pair of mating Woundwort Bug
Eysarcoris fabricii were found at Leicester
Arboretum on 19 May and a single record of
several Juniper Shieldbug Cyphostethus
tristriatus on Lawson’s Cypress 28 May at
Monks Rest.

It has been difficult to make any assessment
of the state of many of our more common
invertebrates this quarter, the deplorable June
weather has not helped but I get a feeling of
declining species in some habitats at least where
I live, it has been possible some days to walk
along a hedgerow without encountering a single
flying invertebrate.
I know I am not alone in this, but a general
decline does seem to be taking place, a good
example of this is hoverflies, species reported
as 'common' are no longer so, and a few of these
I have not encountered for the last two or three
years. Thankfully, common social bees have
done better, nothing however has done better
than the snails in my small garden, they have
been rampant this last June and have destroyed
many plants I was hoping would attract more
bees, thankfully tough specimens such as Hebe
held up well, but now I have declared war on
the blighters, so watch out snails!

Hemiptera
Green Shieldbug Palomina prasina records
came from Quorn, one on both 21 April and 26
May, the only other May records were two in
Appleton Park and one at Bagworth. Hawthorn
Shieldbug Acanthosoma haemorrhoidale were
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The Dock Bug Coreus marginatus was
common at Monks Rest in May, also at Evington
Park, with two at Bradgate Park, with numbers
frequent on docks along a pathside at Quorn in
June. On Mountsorrel Common there were at
least 12 including mating pairs on docks. The
only other record for this group was the
Denticulate
Leatherbug
Coriomeris
denticulatus with one at Croft Pasture NR on 9
June. This is a species I occasionally find in the
Barkby Road area - it has a strong liking for light
soils or siliceous grassland in river valleys locally.

Rhopalidae
Rhopalid bugs recorded were Rhopalus
subrufus one at Bede Island meadow on the
25th June, Stictopleurus punctatonervosus at
Piper Wood roadside verge on 8 June with
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Wetton Wood at Bawdon Lodge and Great
Central railway sidings at Swithland both records
in May.
Rhagionidae

Stictopleurus punctatonervosus © Steve Woodward

Just a single record this quarter recorded,
Downlooker Snipe-fly Rhagio scolopaceus, one
at Wymondham Rough NR on 14 May. I may
have had one of the smaller species in my net,
but they escaped before I could identify them,
one of the problems with old age.

Corizus hyoscyami singles at Monks Rest on 9
June and Evington Golf Course on the 19th.
Two Froghopper Cercopis vulnerata were
recorded from Wetton Wood on 17 May.
I will close this group with two Mirid bugs,
Leptopterna dolobrata the meadow plant bug
at Nutwood Pasture (Market Bosworth) in June,
and a nymph of Miris striatus at Bradgate Park
on a pollarded trunk on 26 May.
Red-legged Robber-fly © Steve Woodward

Asilidae
Robber-flies fared little better, with the
Common Red-legged Robber-fly Dioctria
rufipes, one was found at Mountsorrel, Castle
Hill carrying prey of a Chloromyia formosa male
on 18 June. Four Slender Striped Robber flies
Leptogaster cylindrica were swept from nettles
at Nutwood Pasture in Market Bosworth on 21
June.
Miris striatus nymph© Steve Woodward

Diptera
There is no doubt over the last decade or so,
the spring harbinger the Dark-edged Bee-fly
Bombylius major has become far more
common, this is reflected in the records of this
species; reported as frequent throughout April
in PHG's garden at Quorn. Most other records
are in May in variable numbers from Belgrave
Lock, Appleton Park, Evington Park, West Bridge,
Castle Gardens, Rally Bank Park, Bradgate Park,
Loughborough, Swithland railway sidings,
Prestwold Hall, Fishpond Plantation at Burton
on the Wolds, Rutland Railway Museum, Ketton
Quarry and Tixover.
I did not see any St Mark’s Fly Bibio marci
this spring, the only records received were from
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Numbers of the common Soldier-fly
Chloromyia formosa were very low also this
quarter, with three on Spinney Hill Park borders,
two at Humberstone Park Nature area, one at
Appleton Park, one at Nutwood Pasture, and
another eaten by the Robber-fly (see above) at
Castle Hill Mountsorrel.
Hoverflies
Not a brilliant quarter for this group,
especially some of our Syrphid species, with a
few of our more commoner species being very
low indeed. Syrphus ribesii - the only records I
have at hand are two at Appleton Park and one
at Great Central Way in May. PHG records this
species in his Quorn garden in June, no other
records from anywhere. No records were
received for Syrphus vitripennis.
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The spring harbinger Epistrophe eligans
were at Humberstone Park - odd specimens,
Nature area, Appleton Park - fairly common, and
Monks Rest - several all in early May.
Eupeodes luniger was recorded in my
garden at Abney Street, several times in May an
June, one at Humberstone Park on 11 May with
two on Great Central Way on 24 April.
Another common spring species I am finding
difficult to spot in recent years is Leucozona
lucorum, and just one at Humberstone Park
Nature area on 28 May. PHG in his Quorn garden
completely bucks the trend, recording this
species present in larger numbers than usual in
May and June, especially visiting flowers of
Garlic Mustard, again, no records from
elsewhere.

Cheilosia variabilis, two males on 19 May at
Monks Rest and one on the 28th with another
at Appleton Park on 9 June. There were six
Cheilosia illustrata on Hogweed in
Humberstone Park on 28 June.
Rhingia campestris were reported from
Leicester Arboretum, two on 19 May, a few at
Whatton House Gardens on 23 May and one at
Quorn in mid-June.
The most interesting record for this group
was Portevinia maculata where several were
noted on Allium ursinum in Whatton Gardens
on 24 May. Most recent records for this species,
usually found in our larger woodlands, are
mainly in the east of the county, but if planted
in gardens it tends to spread rapidly, so probably
well worth looking out for. The nature area at
Humberstone Park has a large patch of
Ramsons, as does Castle Gardens, so you never
know.
Eristalis tenax occurred widely in my patch.
Eristalis pertinax, odd specimens were recorded
at Newtown Linford and Swithland Great Central
Railway in April.

Xanthogramma pedissequum © Steve Woodward

A few specimens of the brilliant
Xanthogramma pedissequum turned up in my
patch again, with singles at Monks Rest, Great
Central Way, Spinney Hill Park and Bede Island.
A single Chrysotoxum bicinctum was also at
Great Central Way on 25 June.
Marmalade Hoverfly Episyrphus balteatus
began to appear in several sites in June,
however they did not appear to be in some
numbers as they are in previous years and, so
far, lacking the species that often accompanying
them.
Cheilosiini
A few records from this group including
Cheilosia albitarsis two females at Monks Rest
on 9 May, Aylestone Meadows 12 or more
pondside on 17 May, Cheilosia pagana at
Leicester Arboretum - male on buttercup on 20
April and at Aylestone Meadows in mid-May.
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Myathropa florea, one at Quorn on 17 May,
with six at Humberstone Park, Nature area. The
Narcissus Fly Merodon equestris was recorded
from Quorn, Spinney Hill Park and Humberstone
Park in June. Single Sun Fly Helophilus pendulus
were seen at Leicester Arboretum, and
Humberstone Park, and frequent in PHG's
garden at Quorn May/June.
The bumblebee mimic Volucella bombylans
was recorded from Bede Island (two), with
singles at Spinney Hill Park and Appleton Park
all in early June. No records from elsewhere. Just
a single Volucella pellucens was noted at
Ulverscroft NR on 28 May.
A lone Xylota segnis was reported from
Newtown Linford on 17 June, completing this
section which has been a very disappointing
quarter for this group.
Sialidae
A number of Alder Fly Sialis lutaria were
seen resting on a stone wall in numbers along
the dam at Swithland Reservoir on 13 April by
PHG.
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Gardens, Bede Island on Hieracium sp,
Barlestone with just three workers on the
Spinney Hill Park and Botanic Gardens.
The only cleptoparasite of this species
Bombus rupestris was seen foraging on the
flower border Spinney Hill Park on 24 May.

Alder Fly © Steve Woodward

Hymenoptera
Bumblebees
It is sometimes difficult to know what to say
about such a widespread common species in our
county, but anyway I will do the best I can. I have
on this occasion incorporated the records from
Maggie Frankum from the identification
workshop at the Botanic Gardens at Oadby in
June. Anyone with an interest in bumblebees
would increase their knowledge on bumbles,
and I would highly recommend a visit for the
next workshop in 2017 for anyone interested.
Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris
was, as usual, widely recorded this quarter from
16 sites. Always the first bumblebee out of the
blocks in early spring queens were recorded
throughout the quarter this year. Workers were
reported from Barlestone in May and June, also
at Chapel Lane in early June, with males also
common from late June. The parasite of this bee
Bombus vestalis was less common than its host,
I only managed one female this year foraging for
a nest site at Appleton Park in early May. Others
recorded during this month were from Rutland
Railway Museum, Barrow, Prestwold Hall and
Swithland Wood. At Barlestone this species was
reported as, a few in early April, with up to a
maximum of six on the 24th, males were seen
at Barlestone on 18 June, and one at Botanic
Gardens on the 19th.
Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius
were reported widely throughout the county
from 40 sites. A great number of these were
queens, a number of which came from county
churchyards by HI and SFW, showing the
importance these sites for wildlife. Queens and
workers were reported from PHG's garden in
Quorn from mid-April onwards, a few workers
were noted in June elsewhere from Cathedral
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White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum
s.l. were reported from 13 sites with queens
from early April. PHG had a queen noted
entering a hole in his rockery on the 8th of the
month, other queens came from Monks Rest,
Belgrave Lock with full pollen baskets on the
28th, Barlestone, with others in May and June
from Bawdon Lodge, Bradgate Park,
Buckminster, Knighton, Gilmorton, Coalville,
with a few workers in All Saints churchyard in
Leicester in June, single males were noted in
June from Spinney Hill Park, and Barlestone better numbers than recent years. However, the
taxonomists have decided that there are three
species that look like White-tailed Bumblebees
namely B. lucorum, B. magnus and B.
cryptarum and these cannot be reliably
distinguished in the field so, to be strictly
correct, we have to call them Bombus lucorum
sensu lato – Bombus lucorum “in the broad
sense.”
Early-nesting Bumblebee Bombus pratorum
were noted from 15 sites, reported as follows:
Barlestone, frequent in April in small numbers,
few in May, occasional in June; Leicester
Arboretum a queen on 20 April; Abney Street a
queen with full pollen baskets on 12 May; other
queens from the Shenton Estate and Bradgate
Park; singles from Ridlington, Whatton House
Gardens, North Luffenham, Clipsham, Coalville,
Leicester All Saints; several mixed from
Newtown Linford, Groby, Dadlington and
Market Bosworth, and three workers at the
Botanic Gardens on 16 June. HI considers this
species to be much commoner this year; sadly I
could only manage two workers in my small
patch this year.
One of the parasite of this species Bombus
sylvestris was at Leicester Cathedral Gardens
and two at Barlestone on 17 June and three at
the Botanic Gardens on 19 June, all males.
The Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum is
now very well established in the county and
records today reflect this with, altogether, 25
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records being submitted by members. Queens
were about from early April with nine records
from this period. Worker numbers built up in
June with queens and workers all over
Ceanothus on Spinney Hill Park during this
period, frequent at Barlestone with several
queens found towards the end of the month and
PHG had large numbers in his Quorn garden,
with three or more visiting the flowers of Alder
Buckthorn on the 21st. Many records from
elsewhere but this is only a selection. As far as
is known, no cuckoo bee parasitises this bee.
The Common Carder Bee Bombus
pascuorum is another of our common bees with
a very long flight season. Queens can be found
from early April and sometimes in early spring
this can be the only species present but it has a
long flight season. Hl and SFW recorded this bee
from 16 sites this quarter, but all of them either
queens or unspecified adults. Few workers were
seen in June myself, usually odd ones at Thurnby
Lodge, three at Botanic Gardens Barlestone,
Quorn and elsewhere. The only cuckoo bee for
this species, Bombus campestris - a single male
at the Botanic Gardens, Oadby, on 19 June.
Fewer records of the Garden Bumblebee
Bombus hortorum were submitted with records
as followed. Barlestone, a few queens found in
April with a maximum of four on the 17th, with
a single in May, with just one male on 27 June.
A queen with a full pollen basket at Appleton
Park on 28 May is the only record I have for this
quarter, a queen at Prestwold Hall, St Andrews
churchyard on 4 May with a worker and a single
drone foraging Hedge Woundwort at the
Botanic Gardens on 19 June.
A few Hive Bees were recorded from a few
sites, mainly from HI and SFW, with several from
Whatton House Gardens and a feral colony
noted entering a large hole in a church wall at
Stoke Dry, with several other records in May.

Just a single Hornet Vespa crabro was seen
at Charnwood Lodge by HS at Timberwood Hill
on 8 June and two in QEII Wood on 21 June.
Thanks to the recorders and to Maggie
Frankum for her for her notes from the
Bumblebee Workshop.
Howard Bradshaw

FLOWERING PLANTS and FERNS
After a mild winter in which many plants put
on a very precocious display, the cold spring put
things more or less back to normal and it was
not until the end of spring that everything
caught up. Nevertheless, the display of blossom
this year was magnificent and bodes well for the
fruit harvest.
There were no particularly outstanding
records this quarter despite the monumental
efforts of SFW & HI in their churchyard
investigations. It is a problem that there are so
few people recording information these days.
This quarter, apart from the above, there were
only two other recorders. Don’t forget, it is not
necessary just to record plants, any sort of
information about vegetation (or lack of it),
changes of habitat, effects of agriculture or
increase or decrease of particular populations
of plants are always welcome.

Plants of Interest This Quarter
Yellow-juiced Poppy Papaver lecoquii: a long
headed poppy, virtually indistinguishable from
P. dubia but has yellow juice wheras P. dubia
has white juice was found near Luffenham.
Goldilocks Ranunculus auricomus: several
locations for this interesting plant. It is unusual
in having variable numbers of petals and
sometimes none.

Vespidae
A few social wasp records were submitted,
with queens of Vespula vulgaris from Appleton
Park, Humberstone Park, Spinney Hill Park,
Loughborough, Woodhouse and Groby, most
records were in May. The only German Wasp
Vespula germanica record was from one dead
specimen in a kitchen at Woodhouse on 19 June.
Thick-leaved Stonecrop © Steve Woodward
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Fringecups Tellima grandiflora: an introduction
which is becoming widespread probably
because it produces abundant seed.
Thick-leaved Stonecrop Sedum dasyphyllum: a
naturalised introduction but very uncommon,
was noted in St Nicholas churchyard, Pilton,
previously recorded here by Messenger in 1966.
Dusky Cranesbill Geranium phaeum: another
introduction occasionally found in damp and
shady places located in St Mary & St John
churchyard Rothley.
Lesser Swine-cress Lepidium didymium: a small
plant, usually procumbent and very similar to its
larger relative Swinecress. A plant which is
uncommon away from the south of the country
and almost always recorded from waste ground,
it was found in Clipsham.
Tall Rocket Sisymbrium altissimum: I have not
seen so much of this tall crucifer recently which
is a casual. It does move around a lot like all
weeds. It was recorded at West Bridge in
Leicester.

Shepherd’s Cress © Steve Woodward

Shepherd’s Cress Teesdalia nudicaulis: still
found on the site of a slate spoil heap in
Swithland Wood where it has been recorded for
200 years.
Upright Chickweed Moenchia erect: another
uncommon plant, quite often difficult to see in
grass, prefering sandy or gravelly ground was
located in Croft.
Black Nightshade Solanum nigrum: noted in
Southfields Park Loughborough, it is common in
this park along the path edges and bare patches
in the grass. Mainly dwarf but occasional full size
plants.
Buck’s-horn Plantain Plantago coronopus: a
plant which occurs occasionally as a casual,
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probably carried as seed from the coast on car
tyres, etc., was found in Loughborough, near
Dishley Pool. Previously recorded from Breedon
Hill for a long time.
Smooth Sowthistle Sonchus oleraceus:
recorded at Broad Hill and Mountsorrel
Common, several plants noticed in different
places with white disc florets instead of the
usual yellow.
Wild Clary Salvia verbenacea: a plant
uncommon in the county, records for it are
nearly always at Croft, where it was seen on a
cliff at Croft NR. It has been found at Cotes, near
Loughborough by the river.
Leopard’s Bane Doronicum pardalianches: an
escape which seems to find our countryside to
its liking, being found in several localities
throughout the county it was noted in Exton
village.
Floating Pennywort Hydocotyle ranunculoides:
recorded along the River Soar, Loughborough,
another location for this unwelcome
introduction.
Snakes-head Fritillary Fritillaria meleagris:
found at: Overseal, St Matthews churchyard;
Hathern, St Peter & St Pauls churchyard – about
40 of the white and purple forms, obviously
planted; at Burton on the Wolds in a small field
adjacent to a garden along with many cowslips,
and in St Martin’s churchyard at Lyndon – one
plant in fruit. All these records are probably
relics of cultivation. Previous records of this
species have always been considered to be
introductions.
Rosy Garlic Allium roseum: found in St Botolphs
churchyard Shepshed, this is an introduced
weed in our area mainly found in the wild in SW
England and the Channel Islands. Although a
rather attractive plant, it is a pestilential weed
almost impossible to eliminate once introduced
into a garden. It produces large numbers of
bulbils both in the flowering head and also in
the ground around the bulb. Be warned!
Hybrid Bluebell Hyacinthoides x massartiana:
a hybrid between our native Bluebell and the
introduced Spanish Bluebell, records came from
32 locations. There are concerns that it may
supplant our native bluebell if not controlled. To
show its recent spread, it was not recorded at
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all in the 1988 Leicestershire Flora. Being fertile
it produces a spectrum of hybrids between the
two species.

Winds varied considerably during April but
were rarely strong, with the maximum gust of
36 mph being recorded on the 6th.

Bristle Club-rush Isolepis setacea: this is a small
plant, fairly common but easily overlooked was
found at Ulverscroft NR.

The month was dominated by sunshine and
showers. Winds frequently blew down from
the north and brought us cold arctic air. Snow
fell on four days and we recorded soft hail on
five. The coldest day was recorded on the 15th
when I recorded just 9°C. The month’s coldest
night was recorded by Ken Hickling at Barrow
on the 27th when the mercury dropped to –2°C.
There were some milder spells too, with
temperatures reaching 16°C on the 13th and on
the 19th the sun shone for 13.8 hours. The
positioning of high pressure in April was key.
When it was located to the west it brought us
cold arctic air but when it was located to the
east we had warm southerly winds. These
sudden changes are very common in this month.
Rain mainly fell in the form of showers but the
15th did see more general rain with 13 mm
falling. By the finish, April ranked the coldest
since 2013 and was a colder month than the
exceptionally mild December 2015. It is often
the case that when you don't get winter in the
winter you get it in the spring!

Oval Sedge Carex leporina: found mainly in
Charnwood but much less common elsewhere
in the county, it was seen at Nutwood Pasture
in Market Bosworth.
Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera: plants were found
in Buddon Wood with nibbled leaves but only
one flower spike was seen. Probably rabbits
were the culprits.
Rats-tail Fescue Vulpia myuros: recorded in St
Marys churchyard, Knighton.
Fern Grass Catapodium rigidum: the colony of
this little grass, growing on top of the stone wall
at Swithland Reservoir, was found to have
extended the whole length of the dam. Also
found in several other localities.
Eric Webster

OTHER RECORDS
Records were also received for:
Spiders, Galls, Woodlice, Mayflies, Alderflies,
Lacewings, Earwigs, Stoneflies, Aphids and
Psyllids Molluscs, Ants, Millipedes, Mosses,
Liverworts and Fungi.

WEATHER
April was a cool month with both sunshine
and rainfall totals close to normal. Afternoon
temperatures averaged 12.2°C which was 1°C
below normal while night time values were
logged at 3.5°C, 0.5°C below normal. There were
five night frosts recorded and many more that
were within a degree of freezing. It was a typical
month of sunshine and showers with rain falling
on 16 days in the month. The April total was 55
mm at Mountsorrel while Barrow logged 49 mm
both of these totals are about the expected
figure for this month. The sun shone for 150
hours which again is typical for April.
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May was both warmer and sunnier than
normal but rainfall totals were also above
normal. Afternoon temperatures averaged
17.2°C which is 0.7°C above normal while night
time values were logged at 8°C which is 0.8°C
above normal with no air frost being recorded
once again in May. The overall mean for the
month registered 12.5°C, 0.8°C above the long
term average so in terms of temperature it was
a moderately warm month. Sunshine totals
were also higher than normal with 193 hours
being recorded which is 5% above normal.
Rainfall totalled 66 mm at Mountsorrel, 20%
above usual but this fell on just 12 days in the
month and, at Mountsorrel, I logged 18 dry days.
Ken at Barrow recorded 55 mm - close to the
May normal.
May saw spells of high pressure bringing us
fine and warm conditions but also cooler wetter
spells as low pressure returned. A mix of
conditions was witnessed throughout the
month.
The month started relatively cool with the
month’s lowest night time low of 1.6°C being
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recorded on the 2nd by Ken. A major change
took place on the 5th when the temperature
exceeded 20°C for the first time in 2016 and by
the 8th this had risen to 25.5°C in a warm SE
airmass. This date also saw the maximum
amount of sunshine with 15 hours being
recorded. Severe storms which produced 15 mm
of rain in Mountsorrel were recorded on the 7th
and this signalled the beginning of the end of
the fine spell with heavy rain on the 10th and
11th producing 26 mm. There then followed
a mainly dry week with much cooler winds
blowing down from the north then wet and
unsettled conditions before May ended on a
mainly dry note. So all in all not a bad month
weather wise with some respectfully warm and
sunny days!
June was one of the wettest ever recorded
in Loughborough with the weather station at
Coalville recording 171 mm of rain or three
times the usual figure. At my station in
Mountsorrel I logged 115 mm. These figures
represent the heaviest June rainfall since 2012
the month that gave us hail storms, tornadoes
and a month’s usual rain falling in a single day.
Most of this rainfall between 80 and 100 mm
fell between the 10th and 17th when a slow
moving area of low pressure sat over us and
produced deluges of rain every single day. Flash
flooding was widespread and extensive in our
region as up to 30 mm of rain fell in a single
day. June was a fraction warmer than usual
mainly due to the mild and damp nights whose
temperatures averaged 12°C, more than 2°C
above normal. Day time temperatures of 19°C
were about average. The lack of daytime
warmth was directly linked to a dearth of
sunshine for the month. Only 106 hours were
recorded just 60% of the usual total due to the
frequent cloudy but humid air masses that
affected us
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